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Introduction 
The age of criminal liability in England and Wales is 10 years old, this means children who are younger than 10 cannot be charged or arrested for a crime they committed. Children who are aged between 10 and 17 are responsible for their actions and can be taken to court, they are treated differently from adults.
· They are given different sentences
· They are dealt with youth courts
In this report I will be discussing whether or not someone who is aged 10 years of age should be liable for committing a crime. During this report I will be talking about what happens to kids if they commit a crime and explain the rules and procedures.
What happens if your child gets in trouble with the police? 
As a parent you can be held responsible if your child gets in trouble with the police. As a parent you can be given a parenting order by the court. Also you can be made to attend a parenting programme. A parenting programme is run by your local youth offending team. A parenting order is handed out by the courts, this explains what your child can and can’t do. This can normally last up to a year.	
What happens if a child under 10 breaks the law?
Children who break the law and are under 10 are treated differently from adults. Children cannot be charged with a criminal offence. But they can be given a child safety order and local child curfew. In Scotland the rules and procedures are different. The local child curfew means that the police can ban kids from being a public place between 9pm and 6am. If a child breaks this law, they will be given a child safety order. If a child has carried out a crime or broken the child curfew, they can be put a youth offending team.



Is the age of criminal liability too low? 
According to (Bulman, 2019) England and Wales have the lowest age for criminal liability. In other European countries the age is much higher, e.g. 16 in Portugal and 15 in Sweden. According to statistics hundreds of kids over the age of 10 receive youth cautions or court sentences every year in England and Wales. 
Do 10 kids under the age of 10 lack maturity? 
According to (Houses of parliament, 2018, P2) It is understood that children under the age of 10 lack the maturity and haven’t developed their brain as an adult would have. Therefore, children’s decision making will be lacking and can’t be held responsible for their actions. But children should realise right from wrong, and should know the basic laws that you can’t break. 
Children in court
Youth courts are similar to adult courts, parents and carers can sit with the child whilst in court. Normally magistrates get training to deal with children. Children are dealt in adult courts if they are charged with an adult. If a child is convicted of murder, manslaughter, and serious sexual offences they are sent to the crown court. 
Should parents be held responsible for the crimes of their children? 
According to (Private writing, 2016, p1) It is understood that parents are not in the wrong and shouldn’t be liable for their children unless they are encouraging their kids to take part in crime, if the parents are encouraging their kids to do this then they should be held reliable for their kid’s actions. It shouldn’t be the parents fault even if they teach their kids right from wrong.
Who is responsible when a child breaks the law?
The answer to this is different, it all depends on a number of factors. The first point depends if the child is being prosecuted for breaking a law or sued for something civil. The child that broke the law will receive different kind of punishments, this all depends on their age and knowing right from wrong. In some cases, if a child has broken the law the child may not be charged at all because the incident was a clear mistake. 


The bulger killers
Both of the boys were 10 at the time they committed the crime, they committed murder on James Bulger. Both of them were only 6 months over the minimum age of criminal liability. Both Jon Venables and Robert Thompson were thought to be the brothers of the toddler James Bulger. But both of them weren’t his brothers. Instead they were the killers of the toddler. They tortured James Bulger to death. It all started when both Jon and Robert snatched bulger away from his mother in the shopping mall. The toddler started to cry out for his mother, but instead both killers ignored him and continued down to a canal. They then dropped bulger on his head and a passing women noticed this but did nothing. Then the police got involved and started an investigation, both killers were sentenced to three years and four months in prison. 
Conclusion 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion there are a lot of facts and procedures I have talked about. I have learnt a lot from this assignment. The bulger case was an interesting case study to talk about, if both killers committed the crime a couple of months back they would have got away with the killing of James Bulger. In the UK the criminal liability age is the lowest in Europe compared to other countries such as Portugal and Sweden. I have also learnt that children are treated in the same way as adults in court. To conclude this was a very interesting topic to talk about, I have learnt a lot from this and can take a lot away from this assignment. When researching a lot of people’s opinions were that 10 years is the right age for criminal liability and it that the age shouldn’t change. There were opinions from people that the age should be higher, their reasons were that kids lack the maturity and haven’t developed their brain as an adult would. 
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