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This section repeats in brief the common assessment criteria detailed on previous pages. The extent to which these are demonstrated by you determines your mark. Using these criteria, tick the box that best indicates the level of achievement you feel you have achieved with regard to each of them. 

	Common Assessment Criteria Applied

	
	REFER
	D
	C
	B
	A

	
	OUTRIGHT FAIL
	UNSATISFACTORY
	SATISFACTORY
	GOOD
	VERY GOOD
	EXCELLENT

	1. Subject Knowledge and Understanding (which includes using research-informed literature and knowledge and understanding of the subject)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Intellectual Skills (Analysis)
	
	
	x
	
	
	

	3. Pedagogic and Professional Applications
(Practical Application and Deployment)
	
	
	
	x
	
	

	4. Key Transferable Skills
	
	
	x
	
	
	

	

	PLEASE COMMENT ON AREAS IN WHICH YOU FEEL THAT YOU HAVE PERFORMED WELL 
	PLEASE COMMENT ON AREAS YOU FEEL THAT YOU NEED TO DEVELOP

	The areas which I fell I performed well throughout this assignment was understanding how children learn and how important it is to enhance a child’s learning through education in school. 
	The areas which I feel need to are my organizational skills as I felt pushed for time when completing this assignment as I wasn’t even organized with my time. I also feel I could of when into deep research in areas throughout this assignment as due to being unorganized I felt I wasn’t able to do this. 









Describe a learning event which has happened during your recent school experience. Reflect upon what took place, connecting events to theories of learning and teaching. Make recommendations about how you could improve your own practice in the light of this. Produce a poster to illustrate how you would develop the elements of an effective learning environment.






Word count: 4,543
Poster word count: 400
Total word count: 4,943




Introduction 
Within this assignment there are three elements which will be looked at, these elements include my observation which I undertook within a primary school setting, how this observation connects to theories and how I reflect on it to create my own ideal learning environment. I attend a newly built urban school which had 14 classrooms with 330 full time pupils, approximately 80 part-time nursery pupils and 40 flying start pupils. The class which I observed was a year 1 class with 26 pupils within it. The school has a lot of areas which the pupils can learn such as the outdoor garden which connects from the Foundation Phase classrooms. 
Due to ethical issues when writing about my observation there will be using the name of the school or the name of the pupils as this is due to confidentiality. As confidentiality is the most important part of this observation as everyone is entitled to keep their identity anonymous and because my observation is being undertook by underage individuals who cannot give their permission to use their names. This means making their details anonymous is essential in these situations.  
There are two areas which my observation which are behaviourism and social constructivism. Behaviourism is explained by Skinner (Sincero, 2012) as our difference learning experiences are the main reason behind our individual behaviours. We learn direct patterns of behaviour such as rewarding as positive reinforcement of good behaviour or punishment as a negative reinforcement of bad behaviour or indirectly which is through observational learning or modelling. Schools take this theory of Skinners into consideration as reward systems are strong within schools.
Social constructivism is based on social interaction, Vygotsky’s (McLeod, 2014) theory emphasised on the importance of social development and social interaction. Vygotsky believed the community plays a central role the process of making meaning. Unlike Piaget’s (McLeod, 2014) theory, Vygotsky emphasis more on social factors contributing to cognitive development. He also notes that adults are an important source of cognitive development, this meaning that adults have to transmit their culture’s tools of intellectual adaptation that children incorporate. As Piaget believed that the important interaction for children was peer to peer interaction which promotes social perspective.  
So undertaking this observation in a school it has helped me experience different interactions which pupils can have and I have focused on one individual experience which I have found interesting and supportive to both cognitive and social development. Also it helps to support and extend the pupils learning in the right learning environment and it can be adapted to the environment which they are in.
Observation 
I observed a lot of different observations when in the Year 1 classroom and found it hard to pick a particular one but I feel the observation which I have chosen will help me interrupt the concept of social interaction which I want to show. As I feel social interaction plays a big part in an individual’s learning and it is a great way to get it started at such a young age. Social interaction is considered a part of human behaviour (Cantor & Kihlstrom, 2017) so having situations within the classroom for this to happen is an important part of an individual’s learning. This is also stated in the Children’s rights act as in Article 29, that an individual’s education should help and develop their talents and skills. It also stated that an individual’s education should help them learn to live peacefully, protect the environment and respect other people. (UNICEF, n.d.) From this it shows that have social interaction within a classroom is essential for an individual to develop the interactive skills with their own peers and also with adults surrounding them in everyday life.
When I decided to collect information on this observation through writing notes of the interaction as I found this the best way to record the information as some parents don’t allow their child to be recorded and I need to consider this when collecting my information. 
My observation contains two pupils working together and sharing a resource which the teacher has set out to help with the pupil’s literacy and fine motor skills. This resource included a container with water in it and the pupils had to collect the fish with a magnetic fishing rod and place it on the pictures that started with the letter on the fish.  I will show a transcript which happened between two pupils when undertaking this task. These pupils will be written as Child 1 and Child 2 to protect their identity for ethical issues. 

The table had four fishing rod but all fishing rod where being used. 
Child 1: Its ok, Child 2 you can share with me
Child 2: Are you sure?
Child 1: Yes, we can take turns 
Child 2: I don’t mind waiting 
Child 2: Sure you go first 
Child 1: Ok but can you help find the picture with me 
Child 2: I’ll try 
From this I watched from a distance and witnessed a social interaction of sharing and working together to help each other’s learning.




This interaction also shows scaffolding as they are working and help each other’s learning. This resource also helped develop social skills as the pupils were able to develop on sharing within the classroom and how to include everyone in the activity without leaving anyone out which showed inclusion in the classroom. Scaffolding is a theory which Bruner introduced into classrooms for either the teacher or more knowledge peer helping an individual develop on their behaviour, knowledge and approach to their learning (Shoebottom, 2017). 
From this interaction, it has also shown social constructionism and cumulative talk which are main areas which are important in a child’s learning when in the school setting. During this it has been shown that the children have discovered a problem talked it through and came up with a solution to their problem without having any interaction with an adult present. This shows that the children have developed on their problem solving skills here and independence skills as well as they could solve their problem on their own by working together and not involving an adult.  
Cumulative talk is a big part within Foundation Phase. Cumulative talk is individuals build positively but uncritically on what the other person has said (Mercer.N & Wegerif.R, 1998). Children within the Foundation Phase are developing on all aspects of learning and building confidences so being positive and not critical towards one another is important as well as the teacher being positive. As children believe that they need the approval from their peers which is a teacher or adult cannot provided, so having cumulative talk in the classroom is a good way to build this positive reinforcement. 
According to Coffey (2008), it is known that scaffolding helps individuals within the classroom learn and develop their knowledge. The benefits from scaffolding in the classroom are that it builds on prior knowledge and can help children reduce frustration and this is especially in children with special educational needs. Teachers and adults within the classroom need to recognise that children can learn from each other and this is how scaffolding is emerged into the working environment. Most individuals find that having scaffolding within their classroom helps as it allows the teacher to realise the knowledge which is already within their classroom and adapt their lessons around each individual so their needs are being meet in every way possible.
When looking at the elements analysed from this observation it has shown that many different theories and the way they look at each element differently. I will be looking at a number of these theories which will back up my aspect of observation. These elements are important elements to have within a classroom surrounding as young children need a structure to learn and have the freedom of mind to question their learning. 
Theory 
There are many different theorists which have looked at cumulative talk and social constructivism. Talk is an important element of communication in a classroom this is why it is important that teachers understand the different whys it can impact a child’s learning and help them grow as individuals. Cumulative talk and social constructivism are the elements of which this observation is focused on and it shows that individuals are developing on research to enhance and embrace these elements within the classroom setting. Scaffolding is also being looked at within this observation as it works beside social constructivism as each of these theories and elements work on developing a child’s confidence and develop on their self-esteem. Donaldson will also be looked at to see his views on developing a child’s self- esteem in the new curriculum which he has developed for Wales. 
[image: Maslow's_hierarchy_of_needs]From different researches it shown that the most successful talk within a classroom setting is exploratory talk. Wegerif and Mercer in 1997 stated in one study that successful talk involves the identification of the space of dialogue and that an indication of a developing dialogue with each other (David, Goouch & Powell, 2016). From this study it looks like any talk is important to have in the classroom setting. Wegerif and Yang (2011) later argue that depending on the power of the dialogue the more successful the problem solving. Which shows that it is important to voice your opinions but the only way they are successful in the classroom setting is when you can back your opinion up with evidence to solve a problem. Using differnet types of talk is a good way to communicate within the classroom. Enhancing cumulative talk helps in ways other forms of communication cannot boosts an individuals self esteem and confidence, as this type of talk performs positive reinforcement which each individual within a classroom needs to help enable their learning and build on their knowledge. Delevoping on this, it has shown that cumulative talk and social constructivism can also relate to Maslows Hierarchey of Needs. 

Fig 1. Sourced from (Tirosh, 2014)
This element is looking at the forth step on the Hierarchy of Needs as this stage is looking at esteem and how we can build on an individual’s confidence, achievements and respect of others. To achieve this area of needs each individual has to meet the needs before it. One way which an individual can meet the needs of esteem is through cumulative talk. This is because an individual will seek approval and cumulative talk provides this, as the individual can express themselves and be provided with positive reinforcement as during cumulative talk no one can judge an individual they can only create positive vibes (Changing Minds, 2016). Having cumulative talk within the classroom means it can be linked to social constructivism as this theory looks at the knowledge of sociology and communication. 
This theory looks at interactions with an individual’s learning when depending on others such as the teacher, peers and their parents. From this observation it shows that the interaction which happened was between peers. With constructivism it looks at deep understanding and cognitive development compared to the result of stages which many theories are based on (Fosnot, 2005). 
Scaffolding is being played within this observation as scaffolding is when children work together and use prior knowledge to help peers with learning and develop each other further. Vgotsky was the main theorist who looked at zones of proximal development (ZPD) and stated that ZPD has to be child centred learning (Berk & Winsler, 1995). It has to be this as it is working on the knowledge which the children have and their ablities so they can help and develop together. Having ZPD in the classroom is a good way for the teacher to see that children are learning  from previous lessons as they are able to use the knowledge to solve problems in differnet circumstance.  Even though Vgotsky’s theory was not called scaffolding it can be looked at as scaffolding.
Bruner first used the term scaffolding as he investigated two elements which were young children developing their language to interact with adults and also when a child is being assisted when reconstructing a block problem (Lytle, 2003). Scaffolding is based around controlling the elements in the situation so the child’s goal is achieved, this is usually only with a child and an adult. As this observation does not seem to maintain adult connection, it is behind the scenes as the adult within the classroom has already set the elements in place in a previous interaction so that the children are able to indicate these and achieve their goal together. But Wood didn’t have the same views as Bruner when he talked about scaffolding. He seen it as (Lytle, 2003), first of all engaging the childs interest, then reducing the task so the child themselve recongise if they can achieve the task, maintain the childs interest throughout the task, be critical by identifying the child’s response which can help them identify their incorrect response and lastly model the task so the child can imitate the solutions to the task. Scaffolding was looked at by only operating that their was only one correct answer or way to do something to achieve this answer (Lytle, 2003). It was stating that the answer was the most important element and was greater than the process of learning to achieve the answer. As seen in the observation this is not the case when scaffolding as the process of learning is becoming a greater element that just getting the correct answer. It is developing the children’s knowledge and understanding to a deeper level. 
This observation interacts with what Donaldson (2015) says in “Successful Futures”, as it looks at creative ways for children to learn and cumulative talk is providing creativity due to the interaction of peers and being acknowledged for their own opinions which are supportive. As Donaldson (2015) wants each child to benefit from the curriculum which he is set in place in Wales. From this it is stating that the curriculum is child centred as it is all about the benefits which the child will get to enhance their future lives. This is why he has decided to adapt the curriculum around this so Wales can develop fully adjusted young adults who have the knowledge to make their way in the world. He wants to create confident individuals within Wales through the curriculum as he felt this was an area which the old curriculum was struggling to meet (Donaldson, 2015). 
By building the young people’s confidence, he wanted them to feel confident in being welsh and wanted to promote the Curriculum Cymreig throughout the new curriculum as this promotes pride in their country and nurture both languages (Donaldson, 2015). By building on their confidence in both languages will build on a young person’s confidence in general as it will make them feel worth which helps their self-esteem. Maintaining this confidence within a young person is difficult and communication can play a big part as nurturing both languages will help them communication better, which allows their confidence to bloom and grow.
Donaldson (2015) states that developing healthy, confident individuals has many different stages to become successful. But the one which forces on the observation is facing and overcoming challenges as this is what the children are doing when they decide to share and work together. This means that the children are receiving the knowledge to face these challenges on their own and build on their own confidence as they are independently thinking and achieving their goals themselves. 
Each of these theories have linked with the observation and has created a way in which children’s confidence can be embrace and developed through communication, knowledge and understanding. It has even shown that the children’s futures are being looked at through the new curriculum in Wales as Donaldson has created a whole section on how to help build the confidence of the children and help them embrace this in the future lives. 
Reflect and Innovate 
I have created a poster which contains my ideal elements for my perfect classroom. There are four elements which I have focused my classroom on which as an outdoors area, sensory area, reading cave and digital technology area. Each section will discuss why I have decided to make these areas significant to my classroom. Each area within the classroom will bring different aspects to help advance the children’s learning and develop their knowledge and understanding. These areas will also work together and build a sustainable learning environment for learners to explore and develop their skills. 
Sensory area 
I have put a sensory area within the classroom as stated in the Christopher Douglas Hidden Angel Foundation (2011), cognitive psychologists believe that main aspect of intellectual phenomenon is sensory stimulation. It has also been stated by this foundation that multi-sensory environments enhance the development of thought, intelligence and social skills. These are areas which I find are important in the Foundation Phase to develop and having this sensory area in the classroom it will help enhance all of these areas.  
Having this area in the classroom connects to my observation as it allows the children within the classroom to express their thoughts and feelings without being judged by their peers. Cumulative talk works with the sensory area, it allows the children to understand that everyone needs time to themselves and having this area allows them to take this time during the school day to relax and keep themselves calm. As cumulative talk is based on common knowledge of one another and it is based on the partner’s ideas and opinions (Wearmouth, 2013) which are shown in the many different ways and a sensory area maintains a positive place from children to express these within the classroom setting. 
I have also chosen this to be in my classroom as it helps children with additional learning difficulties areas such as Autism, ADHD and Asperger syndrome. I feel that inclusion is important and having this sensory area in the classroom will help include these children more as many of these children can feel frustrated and this area can relax them. (Society, 2017) have identified that children with Autism find it difficult to process everyday sensory information. They can have over, under sensitive sense or both at different times which can cause affect to their behaviour and personal life’s. having too much information can use stress, anxiety and possibly physical pain so having the sensory area can help them adjust to the classroom and feel at ease throughout the school day. By providing these children with a safe area to relax and have calming thoughts in can help their inclusion in a mainstream setting as each individual can find stressful experiences in a busy classroom especially those who have additional learning needs.
Literacy area (Cosy Cave)
Literacy is an important part in a child’s education but many children and adults struggle or don’t like literacy. This is why I decided to place a section of my classroom which focuses mainly on developing literacy skills. I personally find literacy hard and understand individuals who might struggle with it. This area will also have both English and Welsh books for the children to read as it will help develop their welsh language and embrace the Welsh Governments guidelines with the Curriculum Cymreig. As the Curriculum Cymreig states: 
‘Pupils should be given opportunities, where appropriate,
 to develop and apply knowledge and understanding of the
cultural, economic, environmental, historical and linguistic
characteristics of Wales.’ (Government, 2003)
So supplying the children with the opportunity to read both English and Welsh books helps support this statement. Allowing the children to move freely into this area can develop on cumulative talk as well as the children can have a discussion on certain books which they have read and express their opinions freely without judgement. 
Having this area will help develop the children’s literacy skills as they will be able to read independently to themselves and also this area can be used when set reading is taken place, where an adult in the class is analysing the level of reading ability in which each child has within the Foundation Phase. Maintaining a high level of literacy within the classroom will hopefully help the children understand that literacy is important and it’s a skill everyone needs to develop to obtain everyday life. 
This area within the classroom will focus on the LNF for Foundation Phase (Wales, 2015) as it will focus on development of oracy and reading skills which a child needs to develop throughout their time in Foundation Phase and set them up for the right learning in Key Stage 2. As literacy is one of the main skills which individual’s need when entering the whole of adulthood and it is up to the Foundation Phase teachers to set these skills in place from the beginging so individuals will develop throughout their time in education. 
Digital area 
Within the digital area it will contain different types of technology which will enhance and develop the children’s work. This means the children can document all their work and show their skills in using this type of technology. As Donaldson states in his report “Successful Futures” (Donaldson, 2015), technology is starting to become a big part in children’s life and this means we are going have to adapt it into school life so each child has the opportunity to adjust to their futures.
Digital competence works in many different aspects of a child’s everyday life so it is important that the classroom is embracing this and having a direct area for this helps. This area can be cross curricular as well as it allows children to embrace their learning in different ways for example taking images and creating their own story which allows them to use literacy skills and digital competence as they could take their own images or use a computer to write their stories on. 
Digital skills have the same importance as literacy and numeracy skills as everyday activities include using technology interaction (Pavoni, 2015). It is important that schools show children how to use technology and how to be safe when using it as this it. It is important that the children start to learn these skills at an early age but they also need to develop other skills, this is why it is important that you can use digital competence as cross curricular. 
Outdoor learning area 
Outdoor education is a big part in a child’s education today as children don’t seem to be getting out as much as children in the past. Having an outdoor learning area will help the children get in touch with the world around them and experience new things. Children are missing out due to having too much technology in their lives today, this is why schools need to take action and introduce an outdoor learning area so they can enhance their experiences and learning in the best way possible.
In Scotland, they have stated in the Curriculum of Excellence (Government, 2010), that children need first-hand experience of outdoors. As Scotland are embracing outdoor learning every area in the United Kingdom need to take this concept and adapt it to the learning environment. Outdoor learning can create creativity with a child’s learning and imagination with areas such as a mud kitchen. This area is also connected with other areas within the classroom as each area can be brought into this area as children can use the digital area by capturing pictures of the outdoors, use outdoor materials to create a story book which brings the literacy area which can create sensory due to the materials which have been used. 
Bringing the outdoor area indoors to the classroom is a good idea as it means the children can be creative even if they cannot get outdoors. This is a good plan as the United Kingdom weather is very unpredictable and this embraces all areas but also children need to go outdoors in all weathers as well so they know how it feels. Having this within the classroom can help develop a child’s heath, confidence, responsible and successful learners (Government, 2010). This area helps develop the child fully and become a successful learner in all areas of learning. 
This area also shows cumulative talk as children can question what they find in the outdoors and no questioning will be judged and everything will be positive towards their outdoor learning from both peers and teachers within the classroom. Cumulative talk helps boost a child’s confidence and so does this learning area and having these two things working together will develop the confidence of every child within the classroom fully.
Conclusion 
This assignment has looked at cumulative talk and social constructivism which it’s a big interest of mine. It has shown me how these are interrupt in a classroom setting and has also shown different theories of this working within a classroom setting. It has shown the different view which each theorist has on the subjects and shown connecting theories such as scaffolding. 
Donaldson (2015) has shown that it is still an issue building the confidence of young person and he has decided to acknowledge this within “Successful Futures”. This shows that the Welsh Government knows how important it is to develop confident young people that they have set it out in the curriculum which is acknowledge by every school in Wales. It has been seen that Wales want to better their young people’s futures and improving the curriculum seems to have come over hurdles which the old curriculum was facing. 
This is why my classroom is forced around developing confidence in children and allowing them to express themselves. I have put subjects which I myself are not confident in so I don’t effect the development of the children level of knowledge and confidence. There are also areas such as literacy which individuals struggle with and having this displayed in my classroom it would hopefully boost each child’s confidence to embrace reading and writing.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Self-esteem is a thing which each teacher needs to cherish within their classroom and nurture it with care. This is truly important especially at the beginning of a child’s learning but it also has to be nurtured throughout their learning as well as we want all children to have ambition but this does not happen if they have low self-esteem. Good communication skills are a key to developing self-esteem and having a good relationship with each individual within your classroom can build on the communication that helps develop their self-esteem in any way necessary may it be in a subject or just coming out of their comfort zone. I feel passionate about embrace communication and developing good self-esteem within my ideal classroom as this was an area which I felt education failed me as an individual. This is why I want to focus on acknowledging each individual equally and trying to flourish each personality to my greatest ability. 
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