Academic Writing Assignment 3

The following publication is my chosen primary source for my essay:

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada AC, 1986, Bhagavad-Gita As It Is, Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, Mumbai India.

According to one’s perspectives one might ascertain that there are some weaknesses in the above publication. A number of translations of the Bhagavad Gita have been published in the English language and they vary in the way that the original Sanskrit has been interpreted. The translation I have chosen is presented a highly devotional manner as the author himself takes the text 100% literally ‘Therefore Bhagavad-gita should be taken up in a spirit of devotion’[footnoteRef:1] and this could be interpreted as a particular type of bias as devotion or bhakti presupposes the existence of a Supreme Spiritual Being. Other interpretations are less literal and more symbolic in their understanding. [1:  Bhaktivedanta Swami AC, 1986, Bhagavad Gita Introduction, Bhaktivedanta Book Trust (BBT) Mumbai
] 


Another perceived weakness is that it has been stated that ‘The Bhagavad-Gita is more than 5,000 years old.’[footnoteRef:2] Is it accurate? Has it survived the test of time? Is it really 5000 years old? These points might present some challenges for me. [2:  Satpathy B, Muniapan  B, 2008, Asian Social Science, Vol 4 No. 10 

] 






