The Peasants’ Revolt (1381)
The Peasants’ Revolt was the first great popular rebellion in in English history. It was short lived, lasting no longer than a month, and concessions initially won by the rebels from Richard II were quickly forgotten, the justice that followed the ending of the revolt was swift and harsh. Multiple factors led to the rebellion, including an attempt through legislation to stem upward pressure on wages. The harsh conditions that much of the population had to endure were exacerbated further by high food costs and a heavy burden of taxation, which culminated with the third poll tax of 1380. 
To find about the Peasant’s Revolt, I decided to begin by looking at the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. I conducted two searches, firstly for Walter [Wat] Tyler, the leader of the Kentish rebels, who was wounded during negotiations with Richard II at Smithfield and later beheaded for his part in the rebellion. I also searched for John Ball, another leader and itinerant preacher. Archival sources are listed under the biographical details for both individuals, and these gave a starting point for my research.  
The National Archives Discovery Catalogue gave a pathway into legal and administrative records, specifically references to ancient indictments from the Court of King's Bench.
Corpus Christi College, Parker Library has a manuscript containing Thomas Walsingham’s Chronica maiora.
The British Library has correspondence form John Ball and a manuscript contains the Chronicon (Chronicle) of Henrici Knighton.

Archival material 
London
TNA
KB 9/43[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C2285446] 

The legal records of the Kings Bench contain ancient indictments giving insight into the administration of justice following the rebellion. Was justice always harsh and vindictive, or was there sometimes space for moderation?

Cambridge
Corpus Christi College, Parker Library
MS 007
This manuscript dates from c. 1400-25 and contains the Thomas Walsingham’s Chronica maiora. The Chronica maoira covers events from 1380-1420, it is an example of a domestic chronicle from the viewpoint of a particular institution, that is St. Albans. The chronicle is one way to tell us what happened during the summer of 1381.

British Library[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The online MSS catalogue is currently unavailable.] 

MS 13.E.ix folio 287R
Letter to the Community in Essex. A letter attributed to John Ball, written under a pseudonym, which exhorts the peasants of Essex to rise up under a single leader. This source gives us insight into the political thinking that drove the revolt, an attempt at articulating the meaning of freedom and equality, showing us some of the ideals that drove the revolt. John Ball was an excommunicated priest, in conflict with the Church. After the revolt was quashed Ball was hanged, drawn and quartered.

Cotton MS Claudius E III
The second part of this composite manuscript contains the Chronicon (Chronicle) of Henrici Knighton. This chronicle is slightly different in emphasis than that of Thomas Wallsingham, in that it seeks to understand something of the motivation of those took part in the revolt, and rather than outrightly condemn the participants in the revolt, it searches, more so, for the reasons behind it. Knighton also obliquely criticizes the King, as he is the only chronicler to mention how the charters granted at Mile End were later quashed. 

Future Direction
The Prussian Privy State Archives (Geheimes Staatsarchiv Preußischer Kulturbesitz) contain a contemporary copy of a letter[footnoteRef:3] written by an alderman and merchants of the Hanseatic league on Monday 17th June 1831, only two days after Wat Tyler had been killed, it is addressed to the order of the Teutonic Knights in Prussia. Such a letter gives a different perspective than the other sources, and also helps one consider the revolt in a wider context. What would have been the consequences if the Hanseatic League in London had been attacked? What would have been the impact on trade, and on food supply?  [3:  GStA PK, XX. HA, OBA, Nr. 00414] 

Vox Clamantis written by John Gowers may be useful to investigate further as it would give a different sort of perspective on the events 1381.
