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This assignment is an editorial of two pages of text from the Chronicon Anglicanum. The intention is to provide the critical apparatus and explanatory footnotes, commenting on the reliability of the events to other accounts and also the value of the narrative to contemporary scholars. 

Chronicon Anglicanum

The year from the Incarnation of the Lord 1066. William, duke of the Normans, assembled an immense army from parts across the sea, he landed in England at Hastings, and by the fair judgement of God on the day of Pope St Calixtius [14 October], King Harold, who had unjustly usurped the English rule, [William] deprived him of his life and kingdom at the same time, although some people contend that Harold hid himself amongst the dead, and by night to slip away into flight, after much travelling about, he led an eremitical life at Chester, and until the time of Henry II, he lasted, blessed by the saints.

[BIG GAP!]

Concerning the coronation of King John and how he succeeded his brother.

After King Richard died, Count John, his brother, succeeded him, in the duchy and in the kingdom. When he heard of the death of his brother, (whose court he had left a little while before because of the shortage of cash and because of certain disagreements which had arisen between them), he immediately went to Chinon castle,
 which was being kept by the royal treasurer, and the castle and the treasurer were handed over to him by Robert of Turnham.
 Soon he took other castles and cities of Normandy, without any resistance; and so by the common election of the nobles and the acclamation of the citizens, he was made Duke of Normandy at Rouen in the octave of Easter.

However, the Bretons hearing of King Richard’s death, relying on the advice and aid of King Philip,
 took possession of the county of Anjou and the city of Le Mans and were received by the citizens of the area, who unanimously rebelled against the duke, and tried by every means to make the prince of that land, the boy Arthur, their lord, namely the son of Geoffrey, count of Brittany, who was born second after King Richard. So, Duke John then burned down Le Mans, and sent his army against the Angevins. But King Philip, invading Normandy from other side, did not allow the duke to combat the Bretons for long.

Although he was being invaded thus one after the other by foreign armies, Duke John meanwhile secretly sailed to England with his intimates, was crowned with much pomp among the citizens on Ascension Day [May 27],
 by Lord Hubert, Archbishop of Canterbury at Westminster.
 Then King John returned to Normandy taking with him a mighty English army, which fought eagerly all that summer against the French army, a sufficiently aggressive army it showed its worth.

 Concerning the peace treaty between the king of England and the King of France.

1200AD. After the wearisome exhaustion of each king’s army, after many discussions about making peace, at length the two kings, treating together reciprocally about a final agreement, drew up a peace formula of the following nature.
 Namely that King John quit claimed to the king of France and his heirs in perpetuity the whole of the Norman Vexin, with Gisors
 and the rest of the castles located in the Vexin,
 this land King Henry his father had once given to King Louis in return for his assistance against King Stephen. King Louis then gave away this land again as a marriage portion with his daughter Margaret, whom the young King Henry married. However, an exception was made of all the land of the archbishop of Rouen; also, of the beautiful castle de Faro
 [Gaillard?] and the island of Andelys and Boutavant, which are sited in the aforesaid land of the archbishop, and which King Richard had built. Moreover, King John gave as a marriage portion with his niece (namely the daughter of Petit, King of Spain),
 whom Louis,
 a young man of nice disposition, the son of King Philip married, all the castles which the same Philip had captured in Normandy, of which he was seized on the day on which the bravest of kings, Richard the Lionheart, died, namely Vernon, Pascy, and Ivry and Normancourt.

He also gave as the marriage portion the city of Evreux, with the whole county, and the Auvergne and Berry. Also, King John granted that if he should die without an heir of his first wife, the son of the King of France should have the homage of Hugh of Gounay
 and the county of Aumarle after the king’s death; but if the niece of the King of England died without issue, the aforesaid homage and the whole of the aforesaid marriage portion would revert to the rightful heir of the king of England. Moreover, King John gave King Philip 30 000 marks. Then the King of France restored to the King of England Tours, and all the castles which he had captured in Touraine, and he received the homage of the king of England for all the lands, fees and tenements which King Richard, or King Henry,
 his father, had ever held of him, or of his predecessors, except quit claims and marriage portions. And he took his homage for Brittany and this was according to the judgement of his court; and the King of France handed over Arthur
 to the King of England, who received his homage for Brittany and Richmond. Then the King of England gave the earldom of Gloucester to the count of Evreux in exchange. And then both kings swore in their bodies that they would keep the peace that had been set down in writing and sealed 
with their seals.
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� This notion challenges the generally held consensus that is documented by chroniclers William of Jumieges, Guy of Amiens and Florence of Worcester, one of the contributing chroniclers of the Chronicon ex Chronicis. William of Poitiers writing in the late 1070’s in the Deeds of William [Conqueror] documents a comprehensive account of the event but avoids a detailed description of Harold’s death. Collectively, they concur that Harold was slain on the battlefield and buried somewhere near the beach. There are, however, conflicting opinions as to his place of burial. One theory is that he was buried in Bosham where King William had his private estate, possibly to avoid his grave becoming a shrine. [see � HYPERLINK "http://www.stortfordhistory.co.uk" �www.stortfordhistory.co.uk�] When opened in the 1950’s a skeleton was found missing its head, right leg and part of the left leg conforming to the mutilation by Norman knights, as described by Guy, Bishop of Amiens in the Carmen de Hastingae Proelio ed and trans. Frank Barlow (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1999). For further reading see Chronicon ex Chronicis (London: S&J Bentley and Henry Flev, 1911). The Gesta Normannorum Ducum of William of Jumieges, Orderic Vitalis and Robert of Torigni, ed. and trans. Elisabeth M. C. van Houts, vol ii (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1995). Wace, The History of the Norman People, trans Glyn S Burgess with notes by Glyn S Burges and Elisabeth van Houts (Woodbridge: Boydell, 2004).


� Castle on the banks of the river Vienne founded by Theobald I, Count of Blois. Became the property of the counts of Anjou and used by Henry II as a residence from 1156. For further reading on Henry II see Christopher Harper-Bill and Nicholas Vincent, Henry II: New Interpretations (Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 2007)


� Robert III de Turnham, Seneschal of Anjou, governor of Chinon Castle, (1175-1213).


� Sunday 25 April John was invested as Duke of Rouen at Rouen Cathedral.


� King Philip II (1165-1223). Philippe Augustus, son of Louis VII of France and Adela of Champagne. Crowned at Reims in 1179 he married Isabella, daughter of Baldwin V of Hainaut. Considered controversially as a famed crusader despite not participating in the majority of crusades. See James Naus, ‘Constructing Kingship: The Capetian Monarchs of France and the Early Crusades’, Manchester Scholarship Online: January 2017, � HYPERLINK "http://DOI:10.7228/manchester/9780719090974.001.0001" �http://DOI:10.7228/manchester/9780719090974.001.0001�   


� Ascension Day May 27 (1199).


� Hubert Walter (1160-1205), elected Archbishop of Canterbury May 30, 1193, becoming justiciar December 1193 and acting as governor of England on behalf of Richard I. Appointed Papal Legate by Pope Celestine III in March 1195.  Appointed chancellor by King John May 27, 1199.


� For further reading on King John and warfare see Marc Morris, King John: Treachery, Tyranny and the Road to Magna Carta (London: Hutchinson, 2015)


� The treaty of Goulet, May 22 1200, between King John and Philip II of France. The background to this conclusion of hostilities can be found in an article by Walter Ullmann, see ‘Arthurs’s Homage to King John,’ The English Historical Review, 94, 371, (April 1979), 356-364, � HYPERLINK "http://www.jstor.org/stable/566851" �www.jstor.org/stable/566851� 


� Gisors, a small town on the banks of the river Epte. The capital of the Norman Vexin region. The Castle of Gisors, was a fortress held by the castellan Gilbert de Vascoeuil owner of both English and French lands.


� Vexin, a small county buffered between Paris and Rouen on the middle Seine. A strategic county bordering Normandy and the Ile-de-France.


� This refers most probably to Chateau Gaillard a medieval castle on the banks of the Seine in Normandy. Construction began in 1196 by King Richard I and is said to take its inspiration, with fluted walls from his journey to the East. For further information on Chateau Gaillard and Les Andelys see notes by Stephen Wass at � HYPERLINK "http://www.polyolbion.org.uk" �www.polyolbion.org.uk�. 


� Blanche of Castile, (1188-1252) daughter of princess Eleanor and Alfonso VIII, king of Castile.


� Louis became king Louis VIII of France in 1200.


� Hugh de Gournay (1148-1215). Married to Juliane de Dammartin (descendant of Charlemagne), accompanied King Richard I on the third Crusade.


� King Henry II, also known as Henry Plantagenet (1153- 1189).


� Arthur I, (1187- 1203). Duke of Brittany and 4th Earl of Richmond between 1197 and 1203. Posthumous son of Geoffrey II Duke of Brittany and Constance, Duchess of Brittany. Arthur had a strong claim to the English throne, being the son of King John’s older brother Geoffrey. The Chronicle of Margam Abbey, documents that Arthur was seized by King John and held in Rouen. He was purportedly murdered by John himself in a drunken rage and thrown into the Seine where his body was caught in a net and found by fishermen. His grave is a mystery. As a near contemporary account of 1200-1299, MS O.2.4 (1108) Trinity College Library, Cambridge University, it has significant credibility.
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