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Throughout this essay, two chosen countries will be discussed and contrasted to see how each country supports children’s development. The childhood experiences which each country has to offer will be evaluated, to see whether or not it is effective for children’s development. This essay will evaluate the international pedagogical aspects of the chosen countries and discuss how they differentiate from one another. Issues relating to the countries will be compared and contrasted including: ethnicity, culture and language issues. Throughout will be a clear comparison of the two countries, following an academic style of writing in the form of an essay. A range of resources will be included such as: books, journal articles, e-books and legislative documents. 
This essay will focus on Wales and Somalia as these are contrasting countries which run very differently to one another. Whether it’s an increase of 12 million in the population or three times the number of children per women, is very interesting to compare the different lives we live. Throughout this essay there will be a comparison of the two countries on topics which can affects children’s development. These topics include: population, education and health care provision. 
According to ONS (2018) the capital city of Wales is Cardiff. The local language of this country is mainly English or Welsh. 60% of the population in Wales speak fluent Welsh and 20% speak Welsh to some degree. In comparison, Veale (2016) state that the local language of Somalia is mainly Somali and Arabic, however English and Italian are among the language variation. Welsh currency is Great British Pound, however AET (2014) state the currency used in Somalia is Somali Shilling. 
ONS (2018) state the population of the Wales is 3.2 million, of which- 2.1% of the population is non-white, 0.61% is mixed race and 96% is reported to be white however, WRP (2017) state the population of Somalia is over 15 million. That is 5 times the amount of people in Somalia than in Wales. 75% of the population in Somalia is under the age of 35 years. This is an alarming figure and can have a huge impact of children’s life expectancy. Issues such as infections or poor hygiene can result in these low life expectancy, as Somalia lack in health care.
According to Cherry Call (2016) the capital city of Somalia is Mogadishu, known locally as Xamar. AET (2014) state Somalia has a high fertility rate with 6 children per woman, ranking as the 6th largest figure of fertility in the world. In comparison to this, Wales has a lower fertility rate of 2 children per woman (Veale, 2016). There are many causes for fertility rates to rise/decrease. UNICEF (2017) state, in Somalia there is no contraception, which leads to a higher rate of birth, as parents do not know how to have safe sex. The main role of the mum in Somalia is to have children and stay at home, raising a large family. This can affect a child’s development as they may lose out on the opportunity to receive education. If there were only one or two children, perhaps the family could afford to send the child to be educated, however with large families of up to 6 children, this is seen impossible and instead, the children mirror image the role of the mum. A case study conducted in 2011 by UNICEF showed drought effected livestock which families used as a form of income. One specific home used to hold 100 goats, however due to drought they now have less than 40 goats. This means children are forced to leave education to support their household to survive environmental issues. However, an issue in Wales could be families cannot afford to raise a large family, therefore they decide to have 1 or 2 children. Contraception is used frequently and is offered free of charge from local health clinics. According to Veale (2016) the population of Wales has changed over the past 60 years. In the 1960’s there were 875,000 births recorded due to WW2. In the 1970’s there were 570,000 births and today there are 695,000. It is evidential that the rates have dropped but today show an increase. People are living longer today, which means the population increases, however this does not mean families are having more children, it reflects that families are not increasing the family, instead the children that are already born are living longer due to a better standard of life. 
According to Kenner and Hickey (2008) Somalia’s healthcare system is a private sector which was destroyed during the civil war. Since this, Somalia cannot overcome the issues faced to rebuild the healthcare system and face severe health issues as a result. There is a low demand for healthcare in Somalia as they are not aware of the health benefits from receiving healthcare. OXFAM (2018) state the healthcare in Somalia is not free and charge at a daily rate. To us it is not much costing on average $5 a night, however to them that is a lot of money. Resulting from this, they generally do not receive healthcare. This could be due to the fact they cannot afford to go, therefore they stick the illness out. From this, they can become susceptible to contagious illnesses and infections which is a risk to their local community.  An example of this could be, one child catching measles, not receiving treatment, therefore passing it onto others around them. Miller et al (2012) state if illnesses are not treated, they can lead to death. In some cases, parents put their own lives at risk by starving themselves, to ensure their child has eaten something. Veale (2016) state the parents have not been educated in their life with regards to what to do when they fall ill. This has now passed down to their children where healthcare providers are not being used. In 1981 CARE began to support families with illnesses. They offer support for families to ensure their life needs are met such as clean water and sanitation, all of which will affect their health conditions. CARE (2018) state their aim was to ensure families are aware of what illnesses they have and to understand there is help provided. OXFAM (2018: 1) state ‘4.8 million people faced severe hunger in Somalia last year alone.’ Organisations such as OXFAM are in place to support families and children in Somalia. This including offering clean water and adequate food which will better their life chances. However not all families and young children will be as lucky to accept this help and still live in these conditions today, which is worrying for the lives of young children. 
NHS Direct Wales (2018) state the National Health Service is a free of charge health care service, funded by the Government. Children in Wales have a better quality of life as they have the access of free health care, which according to Thomas and Lewis (2016) helps families with financial difficulties. Some families would stop their child visiting the doctor when they’re ill due to a lack of funds, however children in Wales can be seen and prescribed medication for free of charge, helping out families. Children in Wales are able to attend regular check-ups as the NHS is open 24/7. In comparison to Somalia, there would be an endless wait to be seen as the help provided comes infrequently. 
Rogoff (2017) states children in Somalia, as young as 3 take care of their younger siblings for their parents to go and work. In comparison, in the UK children are not allowed to be left alone until the age of 12. The NSPCC (2018) states ‘children around the age of 12 are mature enough to be alone, however the time period is up to the individual parent as all children mature different to each other.’ This can impact a child’s development as they may be affected by depression or mental health issues. According to Carrison (2010) Bandura stated that children ‘need time to be children.’ If the children of Somalia are looking after their siblings this takes away the ‘childhood’ age. Perhaps the child feels they cannot play or cannot go outside because they are the parent which requires to do chores such as cooking and doing the washing. However Penn (2005) states independence is essential for a child to grow up and this approach in Somalia would be great to educate children’s life responsibilities from a young age. 
In Wales the Welsh Government have put agencies in place to help families raise their children. An example of this is Families First. Families First (2013) is a Welsh Government designed programme set to fund the development of multi-agency systems. This being, giving support to families with children who are in poverty. The programme is funded by a £3.5 million grant from the Welsh Assembly Government for children aged between 0-19. This is excellent for child’s development as they are gaining education from a young age which develops their knowledge quicker than the average starting age of school. Parents will be able to return to work, which will bring in an income to supply for the child. This being: holidays or new clothes, all of which support children’s quality of life from a very young age. Programmes like these link to Piaget’s work. Pound (2006) states that Piaget believes children learn through different stages and each stage is just as important as each other. With the help of programmes like these, children are able to attend and complete tasks and play to their set age, which ensures they are developing fully in that area before moving onto the next stage of development. An example of this would be ensuring they can count up to 5 before starting school, where they will be taught to count up to 10 there. However Noam Chomsky’s theory would disagree with programmes like these as he believes children are able to learn freely without ‘setting stones to education.’ Pound (2006) states Chomsky’s theory believes children learn by using the ‘nativist approach’ where children have the ability to learn skills such as, new languages from the environment they are surrounded in. 
However, in Somalia things are very different when discussing education. According to AET (2014) in 2011, Somalia declared free education to children, however this is almost impossible, as there are no adequate resources, no appropriate buildings and a lack of trained teaching staff. Somalia was offered a Government initiative to increase the numbers of children attending school. This idea was to offer E-Learning programmes, a programme which requires no data to work. The E-Learning programmes are a computerised system of education which support English, maths and science educational support. The Governments main aim of this is that it educates children without the need of qualified teachers and results in children learning new things such as basic English language skills or basic maths and taking that information home to educate their families. 
The impact of a lack of educated teachers can have huge implications to the young children’s future. According to AET (2014) a study conducted revealed that 87% of teaching staff working in the schools in Somalia were not qualified teachers. This is worrying for the children’s development as children need support and encouragement from highly qualified staff which are able to educate them what they know themselves. In comparison, Wales the QTS (Qualified Teaching Status) is a legal requirement to teach. WAG (2009) states, beforehand of completing the QTS candidates are put through a questionnaire of their personal skills, qualifications and experience, all of which will determine whether the candidate is appropriate to teach. This reflects on a child’s development as this ensures all teachers are up to the job which could have a huge impact on how the child’s future turns out, down to their knowledge on specific topics. 
DCELLS (2008) states the Foundation Phase is Wales’s set curriculum with the main aim of giving a child free primary education through the medium of play and ‘free choice.’ Welsh Government have the pedagogy that children learn holistically, which is where the areas of learning link to the curriculum. There are 7 areas of learning which include: mathematical development, literacy skills and creative skills, all of which are just as important to one another. Barbra Rogoff believes collaboration is the key to a successful start in children’s education, which agrees with the Foundation Phase. The Foundation Phase gives children the opportunity to work independently in the learning areas, however require support and guidance from the highly qualified teachers and classroom assistants available. This links to Vygotsky’s theory, where he believes that children learn best from mimicking adult’s behaviours. Collins (2008) states if a member of staff has a happy and positive approach to learning maths, this will reflect on the children’s ability to learn as they are surrounded by positivity.  In comparison, Maps of World (2018) state Somalia follows a formulated curriculum for children aged 6-11, set to educate children their basic skills such as: to read and write, mathematical skills and social studies. The curriculum also focusses on livestock as agricultural work is the main occupation of the people of Somalia, therefore it is essential to educate children in this skill, as this is possibly their career for the foreseeable future. The education is offered for free however they ask a part-fee is paid for by the parents. In 2014 a school had three children enrolled due to the lack of funds families could get together to be able to send their child to receive education. Palmer (2013) states that Somalian parents believe it is best that children work from a young age to support the family to live e.g. pick crops from a field. They pick this over sending their child to school to be educated. 
Maynard and Thomas (2009) state, the United Convention on the Rights of the Child is in place to ensure countries are following the guidelines, which the treatment of children is up to standard. The convention includes rights such as: the right to life, right to a name or the right to free primary education. UNCRC (2018) state there are 54 articles altogether which support all aspects of a child’s life such as: economic, political, civil, social and cultural. UNCRC state that all rights are individually assessed and no right is more important than another. However Somalia is one of three countries which have not yet ratified to the convention. This is due to not having recognised government in place to be able to pursue the decision. Resulting from this, children in Wales have guidance to follow on behalf of what their rights are, whereas children in Somalia have no Government support when it comes to their basic life rights. Block and Buckingham (2010) state in Wales, children’s rights are advertised frequently to children. In many cases children place a UNCRC children’s rights display so the children can visualise their right. Teachers are required to discuss the rights with the children for them to know what they are entitled to and are there with open ears if children open up and discuss they are lacking in any of the rights. This supports children’s development as it shows children what they are allowed in life. It can be used as a guidance for children who perhaps do not have the correct support at home. However as Somalia do not follow this, children could be missing out on these important rights which they are entitled to. Whether that’s the right to free education or the right to a healthy life, children should all have equal opportunities. 
To conclude, Veale (2016) states no matter what country is studied a family needs the same skills to run a family, those being love, care and warmth. However, Davies (2010) argues no family is the same in any way, shape or form as each family has its own background and way of living which influences the child’s upbringing. It is evidential that both countries are very different from one another. Somalia is a very poor and deprived country and is very sad to see the state it is in, however fortunate for us who live in Wales we do not realise how lucky we are. Most children of today in Wales have all the support possible at school, homes filled with love and the best upbringing they can have. 
In the future Somalia is set for fundraising events which will support develop the area. This including: building a new school or perhaps a new village, with the support of volunteers from around the world and set-up charity groups such as Oxfam. Waller (no date) believes childhood needs four things protection, segregation, dependence and responsibility. This is essential in the poorest of families and the richest of families and families will be there through all lives activities and is essential to work as a group and help one another. Hopefully portraying a good image to the children, in order for them to be raised into ‘independent children.’ 
With regards to the UNCRC, is it crucial that children are made aware of what they are entitled to in life, as it will give them a guidance from a young age. UNCRC (2018: 1) state ‘it is the most complete statement of children’s rights ever produced and is the most widely-ratified international human rights treaty in history.’ It is our role as parents and childcare staff to ensure children are aware of this.  
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