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APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL

SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	Full Name:
	Ellie Thomas

	Tick all boxes which apply:

	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	Undergraduate Student
	☒	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐	Postgraduate Research Student
	☐


	Faculty/School/Centre:
	University of Wales Trinity Saint David-Early Years Education and Care


	Campus:
	Swansea

	E-mail address:
	2104083@student.uwtsd.ac.uk


	Contact Telephone Number:
	

	For students:

	Student Number:
	2104083

	Programme of Study:
	Early Years Education and Care 

	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Jessica Pitman






SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☒	NO
	☐
	
	Date

	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☐	

	
	Faculty Research Committee
	☐	

	
	Other (write in)

	☐	Tutor-Jessica Pitman



SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines.

	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice

	☒
	
UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☒

	
BERA Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research 2018
	☒



SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
	Does the research activity involve collaborators outside of the University?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	
If Yes, please provide the name of the external organisation and name and contact details for the main contact person and confirmation this person has consented to their personal data being shared.as part of this collaboration.

	Institution
	N/A


	Contact person name
	N/A


	Contact person e-mail address

	N/A

	Has this individual consented to sharing their details on this form?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	Is your research externally funded
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	Permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐





Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	Indicative title:
	Exploring strategies used to support children with additional learning needs in early years settings.

	Proposed start date:
	May 17th 2022
	Proposed end date:
	November 1st 2022

	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words)
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
 

	Purpose of Research Activity
This project is based upon PEC’s and communication boards and how they may benefit early years children’s social and communication skills. It will be looking at both of these communication methods, how exactly they are used and considers how effective they might be in developing young children’s social communication skills when they are non-verbal. The ideal outcomes of this activity will be to find out whether PECs and Communication Boards are effective and whether or not there needs to be any change surrounding communication within early years settings for these children, as it is important that they understand the power of communication.
Mahoney,B et al 2018 published a research project called ‘Systematic Review: Comparative Efficacy of the Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS) to Other Augmentative Communication Systems in Increasing Social Communication Skills in Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder’ which has been published in an easy to read manner with clear outlined information and results. The purpose of their project was to examine the effectiveness of using PECs for nonverbal children in comparison to attempting to force regular verbal communication onto nonverbal ASD children, when developing social skills. Their methodology consisted of solely using secondary research articles that were previously published within the past 10 years, however all articles were published by one network which could be bias, however they did study 25 separate articles, not just 5 or 6. The results of their research were that PECs is an effective communication tool and does help children who are non- verbal in initiating communication, which is an important social skill. This was their only clear finding, that PECs were ‘beneficial’, there were no further conclusions drawn from their research.
Amanda Doherty stated in 2018 that teaching children to initiate and respond to their peers increases general day to day interactions as they grow, this suggests that if children were to use both PECs and communication boards effectively, they are still initiating and responding to their peers, but in a slightly different way to verbal children. A study that she carried out as part of her project showed that through repeatedly teaching and using PECs children became more regulated and independent in responding to their peers, which suggests these communication tools are beneficial to improving social communication skills.

	Research Question

‘How do strategies such as PEC’S and Communication boards help to aid to the progress of both social and communication skills for children that are pre- or non-verbal?’.


	Aims of Research Activity
To Discover the strategies used to support learners with Additional Learning Needs within Early Years Settings through observing their daily use of communication tools such as PECs and Communication Boards.
To consider how effective these strategies are through interviewing parents and practitioners
To find out if these strategies can be improved or shared with other Early Years Settings
To interview practitioners and parents to develop a better understanding of supporting children with additional needs to gain the views of how effective different strategies are and how they could be adapted and developed.
To question practitioners on how they judge the success of the strategies they use, and how progress can be monitored.

	Objectives of Research Activity
To undertake observations of children within their setting when they are using communication tools during regular times in the day such as breakfast or snack time.
To take notes of findings, for example, ‘child A requested grapes through a picture exchange however was not happy when they received grapes as their snack’, this allows the researcher to look back and analyse. 
To interview all practitioners within the classroom setting, and a parent of each child to gather their feelings and how beneficial they find PECs and communication boards within the classroom and at home. 
To read and analyse secondary research.

	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)

	Methodology used within this project consists of a mix of primary and secondary research, its plan is to find out how they use PEC’S/communication boards within their setting. Researchers will interview parents and practitioners to discover if and how they use these strategies within the classroom and outside of the setting at home, if they’ve noticed a change in the child’s social and communication skills. They also plan to carry out observations of children within each setting when they are using these strategies, to see how they work in practice and if they are beneficial to young children in developing skills. Secondary research being considered is looking into different articles, blogs, books and draw off their ideas. The reason behind observations is because they provide an accurate representation of what you are looking to find out, they provide reliable findings, and it is a primary research method, as the researcher is carrying out themselves. Within this project the observations will be of children within early years Special Teaching Facilities across different areas of Swansea, approximately 3 separate visits across a 6-month period. There are limitations to observations, for example children at the setting may not be their true selves if there are unfamiliar adults present. According to Boyko E. J. observations can be difficult because they require permission to be granted, which within an early years setting could become a tricky situation if parents wish for their child not to be a part of the research. The argumentation of why the researcher is to carry out interviews of parents is because it allows them to ask specific questions, that support the outcome. Researcher’s will interview practitioners to gain their outlook upon these communication strategies to get opinions and find out how they are used within the setting, it is helpful because researcher has the control over which questions, they ask, ensuring research is relevant to the project. 
The limitations to interviews are that they can be time consuming, questions need to be written out, slots need to be given to the interviewees at suitable times for both the interviewer and the interviewee, they all need to be the same length slots too. There is also a risk of the interviewee not being totally truthful in their answers, and this cannot be prevented by the researcher. The reasons an interviewee may not be truthful is because there is no connection between them and the researcher. Another issue an interviewer might face is the ‘halo effect’ which according to Gabrieli, G et al, is where there is a preconception or prejudgement about the interviewer or situation due to their title or authority, which effects the way you think or speak to this individual. According to Jamshed S. (2014), interviews and observations are qualitative research types, meaning that it is a non-numerical method of collecting data and based on peoples thoughts, opinions and how something works in practice. This could be carried out by one-to-one interviews or as issue-directed discussions, as a group, all of which are interviews. An issue with completing an interview as a group, however, is that it may result in some practitioners being influenced by others.
These methods of research support triangulation as they are different methods of research into the same topic, which helps to create a fair, thorough result to the research question. Triangulation is the application of combining several different research methods when studying the same topic, it is also known as mixed methods within research, which in this case is observations, interviews and reading previous research. Bhandari, P. (2022)





	Location of research activity

	In five different Foundation Phase STF settings. Both indoors and outdoors. All settings are based in the city and county of Swansea.

	Research activity outside of the UK


	
N/A



	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available?   

	NO
	☒

	
	YES
	☐

	





SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	Will the research activity include:
	
YES
	
NO

	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☐
	☒

	Use of interviews?
	☒
	☐

	Use of diaries?
	☐
	☒

	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☒
	☐

	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	Other primary data collection methods, please explain in this box
For example, ‘focus groups’. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) in this box and tick the accompany box.
	☐
	☒

	
	
	



SECTION G: Intended Participants
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	Students or staff at the University?
	☐
	☒

	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☒
	☐

	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	Others (please identify specifically any group who may be unable to give consent) please indicate here and tick the appropriate box.

	☐
	☒

	




	
	



	Participant numbers and source


	How many participants are expected?

	Practitioners over 18 - 10-12 individuals from each setting (approximately 5 staff members and 5-7 parents)
Children 3-7years old- 5-8 individuals in each setting (approximately 35-56 children)

	Who will the participants be?

	Practitioners over 18
Parents over 18
Children 3-7 years old

	How will you identify the participants?
	The settings have been identified and have granted permission to be involved in the research. The researcher will work with the setting management team and has identified the exact groups of children, parents and practitioners they wish to work with.






	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	



	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	





SECTION H: Anticipated Risks
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 


	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 

	Yes 
	☐

	
	No
	☒

	Risks to participants

	Risk to Participant:

During observatinal visits to these settings there is a risk that the unknown researchers will confuse or unsettle the children as it is common for children with ASD to get distressed in unfamiliar situations with adults that they do not know, especially if it is out of routine, these are the children that will be at the setting being observed. Alhuzimi, T., 2021. 







Children may be fearful of researchers taking notes about them during observation, practitioners might feel uneasy or as if they are being watched, this could lead to stress or anxiety for both children and practitioners at the setting. 
















The interviews that will be carried out before the first and last observation will be on a one-to-one basis with each practitioner and one parent of each child at all 5 settings. These interviews might cause concerns for parents and practitioners, and they may feel under pressure to perform or say certain things, this could affect their emotional wellbeing. 





Observation and interview notes are at risk of being lost which could breach privacy and confidentiality. GOV.UK (2018)





Parents and/or children may feel emotionally distressed if they appear to be singled out in comparison to other settings.









According to Ethical Research Involving Children (2019) (2) If a child feels pressured to conform to adults lead their voice and opinion may be overlooked or not provided/heard, which is against their rights. UNICEF . (1989).
	Mitigating measures:

All researchers will have phone calls and email conversations with each individual settings management and formulate a plan for how best to manage the disruption they could cause; these plans may contain options such as observing when all staff are in the room so that children feel secure and safe. They will find out if there are certain triggers to children’s worries and behaviours and refrain to bother them. The researchers will also find out how children display happy or upset feelings and make their own judgement on if children are happy to participate in these observations. 


As previously the researcher will monitor carefully and respond to requests not to observe or film. The camera is small and not easily visible; however, children and staff will be aware that film is being taken.
All researchers will have knowledge and understanding about the children and the types of settings they will be observing and how to promote children’s rights and the emotional wellbeing of all involved. They will look out for certain cues and read the room/atmosphere to be able to make decisions on if they need to remove themselves from the observation, take certain adults aside to converse about their feelings or the observation needs to end totally, consent will always be paramount. Ethical Research Involving Children. (2019). (1)





All parents and practitioners will be well informed prior to the interviews being carried out, letters and emails will be sent so that they always have information in writing to ensure they feel safe and they have something to check back on should they ever wish too. Researchers will ensure that all participants are aware of anonymity, confidentiality and the ability to withdraw their consent should they feel they need to.
Bhutta, Z.A., 2004. 


All paper notes will be stored in a lockable cupboard within a lockable room and shredded immediately after use. Where possible (i.e the interview notes) evidence will be made on university laptops and saved into personal space that is both encrypted and password protected, it will never be left available to the public or on online platforms. GOV.UK (2018)

When the parents sign the consent and give permission for the project to go ahead, there will be information packs provided surrounding the reason for the project, how they were selected and what it is hoping to achieve, they will be reassured that their setting is one of five in Swansea and the settings were chosen at random not because their child is for example, ‘under achieving, below average or needing extra help’. Ethical Research Involving Children. (2019). (1)

There are no child interviews for this reason, the researcher will have lots of close contact with settings prior to visit to agree best times to ease disruption and ensure there will be no change to child’s routine or learning, all processes will remain child led, there will just be an adult in the room watching these processes occur. 

	

	Risks to investigator

	Risk to Investigator:

Practitioners or Parents could make a false accusation against the researcher whilst they are on the setting premises, whether it be surrounding the safeguarding of their children or the project itself.









A researcher might be present during an altercation, whether it be mistreatment of a child, verbal or physical abuse between children, staff or parents which could cause the researcher to feel anxious for themselves and the children at the setting.












When the researcher is carrying out observations they will be there for that purpose only, children in these settings may have little understanding surrounding this situation and their role may get confused, both by children and also practitioners if they were to feel as if the researcher was ‘just sitting around, not providing any help’ this situation could result in verbal or even physical conflict from the children or practitioner, which could result in emotional distress and physical harm to the researcher.













The researcher might suffer with significant stress when dealing with sensitive information and concerns about the data they are in charge of, they might feel anxious about holding it or losing it as it is powerful, private and important information, which could cost them their degree or any future job if this was the case. 



T
here could be a conflict in interest between parent/practitioner and the researcher. 

	Mitigating measures:

Researchers will read and sign setting policies and procedures in line with the first observation, to guarantee they are informed of their expectations, they will ensure to build positive relationships with all involved and the researcher will undergo a full DBS check before starting their work at the setting, to protect themselves and reassure the adults involved. The researcher involved is a student on an early years education and care course so understands fully the challenges they may face and the difficulties within settings, so the practice they carry out will be of a high standard. TES (2016)

Prior to the research project observations being carried out and any consent being provided, the information provided to both the setting and the parents involved will contain confidentiality notes such as, ‘If a child is seemed to be at risk of danger, or there are safeguarding concerns for a child then there will be a breach confidentiality to ensure the safety of a child remains paramount. This will all be through following the education workforce rules, settings policies and procedures and Care Inspectorate Wales (2020) national minimum standards. Under these rare but possible circumstances a researcher will be able to form a complaint or raise a concern to their tutor and follow the university guidance to maintain their own wellbeing and safety. 

The rules of carrying out an observation will insist that the researcher will always be in the presence of 3 or more adults to ensure her body isnt being counted within the ratio of staff to children. The researcher will understand the best early years practice due to being a part of an early years education and care course so if a child was to approach them they will feel confident in responding to their questions but not giving them any false pretences as to who they are or the purpose of their visit, she will not interact with them unless they are to approach and at no point will the researcher be alone or close enough to a child for any physical contact to be made. According to UNICEF article 12 children have the right to be heard, this is important during these observations, that researchers listen to the children and respect their wishes but ensure that they are not confused with a staff member. UNICEF (1989)
Researcher will always redirect child or call staff member if they are unsure on a situation or question.



Like previously mentioned the researcher will contain all paper data in a locked cupboard, in a locked room that only she and the tutor have access to, and as soon as it has been transferred to personal memory space on their university account the paper copies will be shredded. All electronic copies will be encrypted, and password protected so there is unlikely to be any breach or loss of information. University of Wales Trinity Saint David (2022)

The information pack provided to parents and talks with setting management will contain information surrounding the ability to remove themselves from the project is available at all times and they are under no obligation to give consent to begin with, they will have lots of information as to the purpose and be reassured that it is being carried out with good ethics and therefore it is unlikely that there will be a conflict in interest. 
British Educational Research Association (2019) Ethical Research Involving Children (2019) (1)

	University/institutional risks

	Risk to University:

If researcher does not follow the correct protocols it could result in adverse publicity for the university as they are responsible for the student researcher and they are liable for mistakes they make.








The university might be at the end of bad publicity and social media scandals if the researcher did follow policies, procedures and laws such as GDPR as they are out on a research project as a UWTSD student.


	Mitigating measures:

The researcher will be fully informed of their expectations, will have sessions provided to go through settings policy and procedures. The researcher has completed modules of early years practice and to ensure it is always at its best. The researcher will also spend time reading the university rules and regulations for when they are out on educational visits or jobs as a part of their course. Ethical Research Involving Children (2019) (1)




Like previously mentioned the researcher will contain all paper data in a locked cupboard, in a locked room that only she and the tutor have access to, and as soon as it has been transferred to personal memory space on their university account the paper copies will be shredded. All electronic copies will be encrypted, and password protected so there is unlikely to be any breach or loss of information. University of Wales Trinity Saint David (2022)




	Disclosure and Barring Service

	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☒
	☐
	☐





SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality
	Feedback

	After each interview the participants will have 3 to 5 minutes to ask any questions and will be read their responses to ensure they are happy. This will also be replicated after each observation, there will be some time for participants to ask questions. When the research is complete it will be shared with the participants first so they can discuss the outcomes and ask questions before the final report is published. 

	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	The parents of the children involved in this study will be provided a detailed research pack containing the information surrounding the research plan, the methodology and the aims and objectives alongside letters where they must sign to give their consent for their child to be involved. University of Wales Trinity Saint David (2022) stress the importance of informed consent before carrying out any projects and taking any information from children. The children involved in this research will have their assent collected, as they are not of age or understanding to give formal consent, and providing their parents gives consent and they remain happy and content, they will remain within the project. Parents can remove their consent at any point within the project, as they have the right to withdraw. Ethical Research Involving Children (2019) (1) The only personal data that will be collected is the participants name, this will be kept anonymous and confidential within all reports and within the researchers notes it will be password protected and encrypted to prevent a breach, this is following GDPR (2018).


	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	When the report is formed the names of settings, or their locality will not be provided, and there will be no information that will be suggestive of a specific setting that makes it identifiable. All notes from both observations and interviews will be kept private on a university computer and never shared. Names and all other personal information will be changed or given general names such as adult A and child A within the final reports. According to University of Wales Trinity Saint David (2022) The participants confidentiality and anonymity is extremely important, but will be broken in safeguarding incidents, however, this would still remain out of the research report. 






SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage
In completing this section refer to the University’s Research Data Management Policy and the extensive resources on the University’s Research Data Management web pages (http://uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/).
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	.
	X
	☐

	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	School names could be used to identify which group were part of the research project, however they will not be published and will be kept in password protected documents. Staff, Parent and Child names will be changed on all documents so even in the result of a leak they would not be correct. 

	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	

	
☐
	
X

	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	


	
Will the research activity involve storing personal data and/or special category data on one of the following:
	YES
	NO

	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☒
	☐

	University computers?
	☒
	☐

	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	Home or other personal computers?
	☐
	☒

	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☐
	☒

	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☐
	☒

	Other – specify:

	☐
	☒

	Paper notes will be taken and typed or scanned onto a university computer and stored within the researchers personal space immediately, they will then be shredded to avoid getting lost. All documents placed on the personal space will be both encrypted and password protected for extra security, and school names will be written in short such as GPS for Gwyrosydd Primary STF. 

	All Data Storage

	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	Sharing of data with others at the University?
	☐
	☒

	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	Export of data outside the European Union or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and DPA (and/or any international equivalent):

	N/A

	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	The researcher named in this form and her tutor Jessica Pitman

	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
The researcher the tutor Jessica Pitman but only if required. 



	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	All data gathered from this research project will be stored within personal space on a university computer, for up to five years. The documents will be password protected and encrypted, after a maximum of five years all data will be deleted, all paper data will be transferred to a computer document straight away and shredded to avoid getting lost, where it will remain for up to 5 years.
University of Wales Trinity Saint David (2022)

	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
N/A

	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)

	YES
	☒

	
	NO
	☐

	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒

	
	NO
	☐





SECTION K: Declaration
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice

	Signature of applicant:
	Ellie Thomas
	Date:
9th May 2022



For STUDENT Submissions:
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Jessica Pitman
	Date:

	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	Head of School/Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☒
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (and have NOT completed Section H of this form) (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Head of School.

	☒

	I have deleted the guidance notes before submitting the PG2 for consideration






	RESEARCH STUDENTS AND STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.
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