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[bookmark: _GoBack]Sociology is a relatively recent subject birthing in the 19th century. Unlike theology, philosophy, astronomy and mathematics which originated in medieval times. Reason for, a scientific discipline to begin as an independent field of study, certain provisions need to be met. Sociology is about analysing, evaluating and critiquing social structures. For this to happen, social structures need to be having a social presence and looked upon as human social creations, enabling criticism and change. This may seem like an obvious idea, but from a historic perspective it is not so apparent (Beeden and Van Zyl, 2015). 
Sociology considers a number of theories such as feminism, postmodernity, dependency and exchange theory. It is routine to discuss classical and contemporary theory within sociology. Classical theory is used to refer mainly to the writing of Emily Durkheim, Karl Marx and Max Webber, where their works is deemed to be the foundational. Contemporary theory is more unrestricted. Sociologists such as Talcott Parsons, Max Horkheimer, George Homans and Erving Goffman, wrote in the years throughout the mid-20th century. Many of these contemporary theorists have now passed same as classical theorists but their work is still relevant to today’s society (Browne, 2005).
This essay aims to explore theoretical themes within sociological perspectives through the lens of Marxism. In doing so it will cover and introduction to sociology and outline different theories, then moving on to talk about Karl Marx and his conflict theory, and how it is placed in modern society today. Different theories will be explored and will cover how they relate to Marxism in the 21st century. Views on how the effect of social inclusion and inequality have an effect on the upper and lower classes will be shared, covering practices with current affairs.
Karl Marx was the forefather of Marxism born into a middle-class family in Germany 1818. He attended university over several years studying law, history, languages and philosophy. Rather than continuing on with an academic career he chooses to partake in journalism and focused a lot of his attention around business and economics, writing about labour conditions during industrialisation. In 1848, it was the ‘year of revolutions’ in Europe, as ordinary people and disadvantaged low paid workers revolted against the ruling monarchies in Germany, Italy, Hungary, France and Austria. Marx himself was involved in this movement, the same year he published The Communist Manifesto alongside Friedrich Engels. Because of his views, he was banished from Germany and France. It was 1849 when Marx settled in England with his German wife Jenny von Westphalen. They went on to have six children where they all became subject to poverty, relying on money from an alternative source. Marx died in 1883 (Dillon, 2010).  
Marx influenced the world with his long-lasting writings deliberating the Marxist theory of social class. His hypothesis focused centrally on how humans divide and categorise themselves in the form of social hierarchies, for example social class. Social class ranking is also known as social stratification, a form of social inequality that presents itself within social groups in relation to class, wealth, education and the inequality of power and privilege. For instance, the higher socioeconomic status, the more opportunities a person will be able to access and the lower socioeconomic status, the less opportunities would be open to a person (Desai and Zarembka, 2011). 
Social Division separates the classes. The bourgeoisie, known as the middle-class citizens, own the means of production (offices, shops, factories) and work in well rewarded jobs in higher paid roles with better education whereas the proletariat, known as the working lower class, do not and are subject to poverty and manual labour. The relationship between the two is exploitative, the bourgeoisie take advantage of the proletariat. In current society, the divisions of class are being eroded by inclusive practices. To illustrate, in the educational system within primary and secondary schools a policy is set in place where children attending have to participate in wearing a school uniform. This helps concede the differences of social class by having the children to be dressed the same. However, this is led to believe to take away children’s individuality and chance to express themselves (Bottero, 2007). 
Looking at a current sociologist, Anthony Giddins, is best known for his holistic view on contemporary society. Giddens theory of structuration disputes, in order to understand society, one cannot focus only on the actions of individuals or the social forces that sustain society. He states, although people are not free to choose their own actions, their knowledge is limited, these individuals still reproduce structure and lead social change. Finally, the Third Way is Giddens philosophy that aims to redefine social democracy during the post-Cold War globalisation era. He argues that the political concepts of the ‘left’ and ‘right’ are now collapsing as a result of various factors, but mainly because of the absence of a clear substitute within capitalism. In the Third Way, Giddens provides a framework which justifies a broad set of policy proposals aimed at the progressive centre-left in British politics (ThoughtCo, 2019).
Looking at an individual’s basic needs to develop in life Maslow demonstrates a proposed classification into five categories: physiological, safety and security, belongingness, esteem, and self-actualization. The lower needs were more potent than the higher needs. The more these basic needs were fulfilled, the happier and healthier one would be. When relaying this back to social division it shows how the necessities of basic living have been a ongoing struggle and perhaps the distribution of wealth is inadequate keeping the working class at the bottom of the ladder (Conflicttheory.com, 2019).
The Oxford English Dictionary Defines social class divisions as: A division of society based on social and economic status: ‘People from different social classes and walks of life’ (Oxford Dictionaries,2019) Marx states there are two forms of value, firstly there is use value, which signifies the basic value, or personal value, that a person gets from having or consuming a commodity. The second type of value is termed exchange value, something that can be traded in the marketplace. Exchange value of a commodity displays the amount of labour power that went into production. Labour power is where each worker has muscles, limbs and a brain to make things. Each person carries a potential resilience to fund labour, although each person carries a different skill and level of intellect. Marx argues that workers have to be paid not only enough to feed and clothe themselves but be paid a little extra to produce and fund the next generation of workers (Best, 2005). 
One of the main reasons for inequalities within social class lies in the means of production – the key resources such as land, property, factories, and businesses which all take part in the contribution to help produce society’s commodities, these are owned by the bourgeoisie.  Marx states that an individual’s social class was determined by whether he or she owned a means of production. Production in the hands of a small upper class brought to their holders an unjustified income, in the form of profit and laid the foundation for the oppressive social class inequalities. These inequalities are ultimately changed through conflict relating to Marx’s conflict theory. (Browne, 2009). 
The Marx conflict theory begins with the concept that there are two straight forward groups of people in society, the wealthy and the poor. The theory looks at what happens when one group challenges the other group and the various roles of people (or one individual) and how they have power over another group of people. For Marx, conflict theory was an approach to show how the rich have social control over the common people. Furthermore, he was certain that one society or organisation’s function was to try and improve their social situation, which generally results in some type of social conflict. These changes that happen within society are the result of a rebellion and effectively reworks society as a whole (Kundu, 2011).
In the 21st century, knowledge about social conflict has developed significantly, but so has technology and the scope of violence. As the new millennium begins, those participating in conflict factors must learn not only how to decrease destructive conflicts but also how to apply positive conflicts. Society must learn how to simplify its own goals, how to select better conflict strategies and improve tactics wisely, but also how to apply them in a sensible way to achieve their goals while minimizing costs (Bartos and Wehr, 2002). 
It is not just the wage workers who are subjective to capitalism the capitalists themselves face oppression. Factory owners and corporate officials are also in subjection to production demands. Although capitalists are deemed as owners of the land and businesses, the aim is to maximise accumulation of the capital, they are still controlled by the capital though it may seem they are in power. In today’s society you could argue that it is easier to move between the divisions of class, and that this mobility is more accessible. For instance, in today’s society it is possible to start a business from scratch and be able to make a high profitable salary, through the means of social media and numerous social platforms. Individuals have been known to create online blogging accounts such as YouTube and Instagram where uploading videos and pictures can lead to a high source of income. In contrast to Marxism and social division before the 21st century you would not have had these platforms to differ between classes (Qualman, 2011).
Antonio Gramsci is one of the many dominant theorists of the 21st century, he himself was influenced by Marx. Gramsci was from Italy, he was a political activist and sociologist. He was remembered for the input he contributed to the Turin Factory Council Movement, which is where industrial workers in Turin failed to gain control in the workplace. Most of his work took place while imprisoned. Sociological theory was recovered in his prison notebooks. He spoke of the reciprocity within the relationship so the structure could influence the superstructure that was facilitated by the infrastructure and vice versa (ThoughtCo, 2019). One period of his work described the state as:
The entire complex of practical and theoretical activities with which the ruling class not only justifies and maintains its dominance but manages to maintain the active consent of those over whom it rules (Gramsci, 1971 cited in Halmabros and Holborn 2007).
[bookmark: _Hlk5039962]This is known as hegemony. Hegemony is where the governing class manages to sustain its control by gaining the approval and consent from members of society. For example, within todays practice the average person works a 40 hour week and is taxed 20 percent of their income while the people at the top can earn billions from the working class. This idea shows according to this theory, that the working class are easily manipulated through persuasion rather than through the force of power. However, unlike Marx who was quite set in stone of the structural division between the ruling class and the working class, Gramsci could see the ties of how the divisions were connected. Not one group on its own could uphold power in society. Hegemony was only possible if there was some sort of agreement between two or more groups (Storey, 2006). 
Gramsci believed another reason hegemony of one group would never be complete was due to the state always having to supplement the subject class. From his point of view, the ruling class had to make concessions in order to be able to rule by consent instead of relying on the use of power. Within his theory he believed the amendment of policies would benefit to all. Since the ruling class are unable to control the mind-sets of all the public entirely, they could never fully dominate power. Like Marx, Gramsci looked forward to a revolution, but there were many hurdles in the way. He did not comply with the contradictions of the capitalist economic system, the idea of revolution unpredictable. It was only when individuals realised to what extent they had been exploited by the ruling class and the idea of a revolution came fourth. For this to happen, intellectuals have to develop within the subject class to mould and combine ideas forming a new historic bloc of the oppressed, clever enough to challenge the ruling class hegemony (Storey, 2006).
Throughout the millennium, equality within class has changed via theory, policy and practice. The waves on having a low social class, still till this day has an impact on our overall society. Within our government policies such as the equality act 2010 and the care act 2014 is set in place to encourage equality. Low social class effects our health, housing, education, unemployment, social exclusion, mental health and poverty (Uphoff et al., 2013).
Today in the UK the number of children living in absolute poverty has increased by 200,000 in just one year. This brings the number up to 3.7 million in total. New government figures show us that while the rate of absolute child poverty had progressively fallen since 2012, it is now on the rise once again. These figures have come to leave ministers feeling most embarrassed, who last year responded to a rise in relative poverty highlighting that absolute poverty rates had in fact been shrinking. Benefit caps and tax credit cuts are believed to be the source of this outcome. Even families that attend work on a full-time basis have felt the effect of poverty in home life, this has left the country in devastation (The Independent, 2019).
At this crucial point in UK history, the government need to awaken to these figures and questions why one of the richest countries in the world is suffering in absolute poverty. Benefit caps and the rollout of universal credits needs to be taken into consideration when questioning what kind of country, we want for our future children (World Economic Forum, 2019).
Absolute poverty is commonly based upon the idea of survival. In other terms, people are in poverty if they do not have the funds or resources to stay alive. Relative poverty is not having enough money to afford the standard of living considered acceptable by the majority of the many. Most people think that poverty means to have no money and having to struggle to pay bills. This is true, but poverty involves so much more. It filters through every aspect of people’s lives, causing a range of problems from poor health to lack of education. Poverty can lead to criminal activity, suicide and drug abuse. Therefore sociologists often refer to poor people as being socially excluded from society. The poor are excluded from normal activities and pleasures that the majority of the population take for granted (Moore, 2001).
 Overall, the UK has an extremely high level of income inequality compared to other evolving countries. Households in the bottom 10 percent of the population have a basic income of £9,644. The top 10 percent have net incomes almost nine times that equalling £83,875. The top 1 percent have incomes strikingly higher than the rest of those in the top 10 percent. In 2012, the top 1 percent had an all-round average income of £253, 927. The distribution of wealth in the UK is even more unequally distributed than income. The richest 10 percent of households possess 45 percent of all wealth, as where the poorest 50 percent own just 8.7 percent. Once again this shows through figures that inequalities between the rich and the poor are still great similar to Marx’s time. (Equalitytrust.org.uk, 2019).
To sum up, this essay has explored the following theory Marxism. It covers various theories related to social inclusion describing the effects of class in society. Themes such as wealth, poverty, power and oppression are debated. Poverty was revealed as a major factor affecting individuals and families within the UK (Lester,2013). Research into theory, policy and practice revealed still today hegemony exists leaving the working class in a worst-off condition in comparison to the upper class. To finalise, this essay provides evidence that welfare cuts made by the government has left UK families and children in absolute poverty, causing the means of survival in the 21st century to be difficult.
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