TILLIA TOTH
Identify and assess the key theological and ethical principles to be found in the Old Testament text provided and the New Testament text provided. Provide reasons and justifications for your selection of these themes.


Point 1: Fear vs softer.
Point 2: Direct vs teaching. 
Point 3: Controlling vs understanding. 
Point 4: Possessive vs togetherness.
Point 5: God is distant vs Jesus is a man of the people. 
Point 6: I am you vs you are you.
Point 7: No remorse vs reconciliation. 


There are two versions of the Bible. The first being the Old Testament created in 1200 and 165 BC, the second being the New Testament, created in fourth century AD. Both are similar in many ways, but they also differ in many aspects. In this essay I will compare and discuss some of the key theological and ethical principles found in the passages from both the Old and New Testament that were provided. 

It is well known that the main difference between the Old and New Testament is Jesus, who was not in the Old Testament. This meant God was the main focus, but with the arrival of Jesus in the New Testament he became the focus. So straight away we have a difference. Gods’ words vs Jesus’ teachings. 

The opening of the Old Testament text is very different to the opening of the New Testament text. The OT (Old Testament) opens very intensely, almost possessively. ‘I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.’ ‘You shall have no other gods before me.’  God immediately wants you to know all he has done for you and how He is deserving of all your faith. Whereas the New Testament opens with people approaching Jesus to hear his teachings. ‘Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them.’ They are all equal, sitting on the mountainside and it immediately feels more comforting.

A big difference in both the texts provided is the notion of how things are being said to you. In the Old Testament it feels as though God is speaking at you not to you. In doing this God seems very direct and demanding, He reminds you of all he has done for you, He wants things to be done in a certain way and does not allow much room for mistakes. ‘Make an altar for me and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, your sheep and goats and your cattle. Wherever I cause my name to be honoured, I will come to you and bless you. If you make an altar of stones for me, do not build it with dressed stones, for you will defile it if you use a tool on it. And do not go up to my altar on steps, or your private parts may be exposed.’ However, as the creator of life and everything, does He not have the right to demand? We would not exist without Him so surely it is the least we can do. Whereas in the New Testament text it feels more so that Jesus is talking to you, guiding you, giving you advice on how to best live your life. ‘Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.’

Later on, in the OT text it states that the people ‘trembled with fear’ and that ‘the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning.’ Some would argue that these words do not come from a place of loving. Why should you fear your God? Why would an all-loving God come across so harsh? However, some would object and say that this is how God conveys His message. This contrasts the NT text, which feels as though what is being said is coming from a place of loving. ‘You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others.’ 

I would say the main focus of both the Old Testament and the New Testament text are the 10 commandments. In the OT there are 10 clear commands, with no added information, no guidance or advice. They are clear and structured, there is no room to misunderstand them or make mistakes. ‘You shall not murder.’ ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ ‘You shall not steal.’ Etc. In the NT they are less of a command, more of a guidance on how to go about the commands. ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.’ Etc. They do not directly say what not to do, but if you listen closely, they do. For example, ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God’ could mean that if you have and uphold your faith, you will be rewarded. Jesus is a man of the people, teaching them how to move through life. You get way more from how Jesus is speaking to you, than what God demands of you. 

In the New Testament text there is a big theme of reconciliation. Forgiveness is encouraged and you are told to do so before you speak to God. ‘Therefore if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.’ 

In conclusion I have Identified and assessed some of the key theological and ethical principles found in the Old Testament text provided and the New Testament text provided. 

