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ECEY6010 Early Years Curricula 
Section One 
The independent stocktake of the Foundation Phase in Wales 2013-2014 final report there are recommendations to make sure that all teaching assistants benefit from continued professional development also known as CPD and to show them that there is support within maintained schools for numeracy and literacy training for those who need it. They also want to make sure that practitioners can develop a career path in the funded non-maintained settings and that teacher assistants are also been given opportunities to develop a career path in a maintained school.  It was also outlined that opportunities should be promoted and review the working conditions of teaching assistants to be able to attract well-qualified staff across the settings. This recommendation is something that many believe is important, by implementing this recommendation throughout all school settings will show how important teaching assistants are when it comes to teaching the children and implementing new changes. 
New curriculum for Wales (Welsh Government) has been designed to provide support for children and young people to be able to develop their skills so that all children and young people can achieve the most from their lives. The Curriculum for Wales was designed by teachers, parents, practitioners, and people from the wider communities in Wales using all their ideas as well as some ideas from around the world. The new curriculum for Wales is something that will take until 2026 for it to be officially enrolled out to all schools across Wales meaning that every child who lives in Wales will be given the same learning opportunities and the same start with their education. However, without teachers and teaching assistants being given the correct training on what the new changes are and how they are expected to deliver them to the children in their class. 
This recommendation to provide teaching assistants with the same opportunities to develop their carer that teachers are receiving will not only show them how important their job is when it comes to teaching and supporting children, it will also show them the confidence to express their feelings and thoughts when it comes to implementing new things just like the new curriculum for Wales. Although this recommendation was made back in 2014 to 2015 there is still a big divide between teacher and the assistants. Teacher assistants are being made to feel that they are only there to make a teacher’s day that little bit easier and to follow the instructions the teacher sets out, if a teacher assistant tries to express their thoughts to the teacher or the head teacher then it is normally overlooked and it gets left there. (Welsh Government) 
The curriculum for funded non-maintained nursery setting has been created for nursery settings who are funded to deliver early education in Wales and throughout the document it gives practitioners details on what they are expected to provide for the children in their care setting. This is also something that is for children of all ages and abilities meaning that it is also inclusive to all children living in Wales. (Welsh Government, 2022).  It expresses in the document that play is a fundamental right for all children to have and being able to provide this in a rich play-based environment means that practitioners are allowing children to find way to be able to explore a wider range of emotions and the world around them. For all children play is something that they take seriously and for them to be able to effectively play they must be given the opportunity to concentrate on their play and to be able to take in every attention to detail as they are learning. Play is not only a way for the children to learn self-awareness, but it also teaches them the rules of society in a way that they will fully understand. It is very important that practitioners who are following The Curriculum for Funded Non-maintained Nursery setting that they truly understand the definition of play and what is meant when they say play-based curriculum.  Play is a very clever way for children to be able to develop their physical development with plenty of hands on play activities, it allows the children to develop their social and emotional skills be giving them the opportunity to play with everyone within their setting and learning from each other and their emotions, it also gives them the chance to develop their cognitive development whether this is by themselves or with other children, if they are doing something that is constantly requiring them to think about new things but remember some of their old thoughts then their cognitive development is starting to improve. It also supports their literacy and numeracy development throughout anything that the children decide to play, during the time the children spend playing they are often faced with problems, and they either must work together as a team to overcome these problems or work them out on their own this is all part of their numeracy skills. Play opens a way for all children to learn in a way that better suits them and their uniqueness and it also takes the pressure children often feel when they are made to try and learn something new. (startingblocks.gov, no date) 
New Zealand have a very good curriculum known as the Te Whariki and they have one of the highest early years standards across the world, the curriculum for Wales could use the Te Whariki method to expand the curriculum to benefit every child who is living in Wales. Although the new curriculum for Wales is becoming more inclusive there is still room for improvement and if they look at what is in Te Whariki curriculum for New Zealand and compare to the curriculum for Wales then they too could have one of the highest early years standards across the world too. New Zealand Government understand how important early years education is for children and they know that all children can grow to be competent and confident learners. Early years education is critical for all children and New Zealand Government made sure that when creating and improving the curriculum they could help shape young learners and guide them in choosing the right path to give them good quality life outcomes. They acknowledge that every child who is living in New Zealand have the rights to protection and should have their health and well-being promoted at every given opportunity which is why they make sure they understand every culture and what their home language is and they bring that in to their education and by doing this they are lowering some of the barriers that are faced with the curriculum for Wales. Here in Wales, there are many children and families who do not originate from Wales meaning that their first language is not English or Welsh and that alone can be very difficult for the children when attending a school here in Wales. If Wales looked at the Te Whariki curriculum, they could implement a few things from their curriculum which will not only mean that Wales curriculum could also be one of the highest early years standards across the world, but it would also mean that Wales in inclusive to all languages and cultures, they could also implement celebrations for all cultures. To do this the Welsh Government would need to extend their research into the wider community and find out more about the families who are attending their schools across Wales and to get a better understanding of their culture and what the school and teachers can do to respect their culture and to help them to celebrate it. (Ministry of Education, 2017) 







Section Two
Assessments are something that everyone has been an apart of through their lives and it normally starts before children are even born. When a woman is around ten to fourteen weeks pregnant, they attend a scan to make sure they are meeting the milestones for the fetal age and if the doctors believe that this is not the case then they must go through more assessments and get labelled as being behind or potentially having something wrong with them. (Krelin Naidu; Katherine L. Fredlund. 2023)
Nijland, M., Meer, D.V M. and Onderwater, Y (date) stated that for a child to be seen as unique does not mean that they must have a disability and that every child is seen to be unique, and this is very important to understand when carrying out assessments on children. Gunskey, R. T (2016) understands that an assessment has been created with an outcome and a purpose, however not all assessments are inclusive to unique children. Most assessments are the easiest way to see if children are meeting the milestones that have been set out by the government and is the reason why so many children get left behind when it comes to being able to support them and allow them to reach their full potential. 
In the curriculum for Wales there is a personal assessment that all children need to complete. This assessment is not like most the questions that the children answer is based on the children’s previous answers meaning that the assessment is more personalised for most children. The purpose of these assessments is to see what the children can already do and what areas the children require additional support with allowing the teachers to be able to tailer their teaching method to make sure they are meeting every child’s needs. The personal assessment has no required time that the children should complete it by and if they have undertaken the assessment at least once throughout the academic year the children and teachers can work together to make sure the children are sitting the assessment at the appropriate time for them. As we know some children fall under pressure when they know they are being assessed and because of that it can have a big effect on their results so by having no set time limit will reassure the children that the teachers are there to help them to be able to achieve their full potential which will hopefully take some of the pressure off the children. All children must undertake the personal assessment at least once throughout the academic year which allows the children who have poor attendance to have the same opportunities as everyone else and stops them from being discriminated against due to their attendance. Personalised assessments are something that can be used as a tool that schools can use along side a wider assessment processes under the Curriculum for Wales. (Welsh Government, 2023)
Assessments are something that most schools and childcare providers use when it comes to tracking children’s progression and, in their development, they also provide them with information on what the children can do and what they already know which allows them to be able to put a plan in place to make sure that they are supporting all of the children in the most beneficial way for them and their development. Assessments can be completed in a formal or nonformal way, a informal assessment is something that is been completed in the moment and has no end goal where as a formal assessment has been planned and has a reason to why the assessment is being completed. Assessments are a piece of evidence that shows the teachers, practitioners, and the families of the children ‘s progress and to see if there are any signs of delays which will help later if the child requires additional support. In New Zealand they also use assessments to see if the curriculum is still meeting the requirements and to see how the children are engaging with the curriculum. This is a positive and effective way to make sure the curriculum is still supporting children’s education and meeting their needs. This is a grate method to make sure that the teacher or practitioner is meeting the needs of the children and to make sure that their style of teaching is working and that they are doing their best to make sure they are supporting their education. (Te Whairki 2023) (Curriculum for Wales 2023) 
In New Zealand one method of assessments that they use is a portfolio, this is something that the use to monitor the children’s development but it also a way that they can work with the children’s families. It gives parents or careers the opportunity to engage with their child’s education and their learning journey, they are also given the chance to contribute their own observations and to make suggestions. Having the main adults who are involved in the child’s life on the same page when it comes to their education and with their development is something that is very important and Te Whariki Curriculum is showing how effective this is and how by working together means that the children are reaching their full potential with the correct support from all the adults in their lives. This is something that all practitioners should be doing across the world to make sure that all the children are getting the same opportunities no matter where they live. However, this is not always something that practitioners can do for serval reasons one of those reasons could be a language barrier. If the parents speak a different language to what the school or staff speak then communication can be lost, if this is something that is faced then it is extremely important to find a translator who can not only speak the language the child’s parents speak but one who also has an understanding on children’s education and the curriculum. If the translator does not have the same understanding on the topic in hand, then there could be a chance that important information can be lost through translation. It is the school’s responsibility to make sure that they know the children and their family and a little bit about their background so when it comes to support the child, they are not at a disadvantage due to the language barrier. 
Another barrier that could affect the communication between the parents and staff could be if the teacher does not have a clear understanding on what the curriculum is asking the teachers to do and what changes need to be made then how are they expected to be able to keep the children’s parents involved in their children’s education? This is something that is possibly happening often due to the lack of training for teachers and support teaching staff with the new curriculum, for some staff they have had no training and expected to implement these changes with having knowledge on the benefits it could have on the children and their education. The head of education for Wales needs to provide more opportunities to make sure that all early year’s practitioners and teaching staff receive the correct training and that they know who they can turn to when they have a question about the changes that they want to implement not only will this benefit the staff it is also going to benefit the children. When the staff have a clear understanding of the new curriculum and have confidence in what they are expected to teach then this is where the children will get to most out of their education. 

Section Three. 
 Early years practitioners and teaching staff have an understand how important play is for children’s learning and development which is why it is just as important that they also understand how the new curriculum for funded non-maintained nursery settings (2023) can be beneficial for the children’s education. When early years practitioners and teaching staff understand the importance of play and the benefits it will have for the children it is then that they can make sure they are providing the children with the correct support to be able to explore play. 
But does every early year’s practitioners and teaching staff really understand what play is and what is meant by learning through play? 
Play is important for children and has a lot of positive benefits for children’s learning and development but if they do not have passionate teachers behind them who understand how important the changes are then the children in their care will not benefit from anything in the new curriculum. 
Working with children who have additional learning needs the new curriculum really does express how every child can develop and achieve their highest achievements, but it takes more than just one teaching assistant. 
In the observation and assessment unit there is one teacher who has been teaching for many years who think that the new curriculum is something that she has seen before and that this is going to fail just as fast as the previous changes. It is because of teachers like that who make a teaching assistants job even harder. Teaching assistants are just as important for supporting children’s learning as the teachers, in fact most teaching assistants would say that they are the ones who are with the children the most and because of that they should be given the same respect as a teacher receives. 
However, with the correct support from all staff members they can achieve a lot for the children and their education but only when they understand what play is.
So, what is play? 
According to the curriculum for funded non-maintained nursery settings (2023) play is something that most children take seriously, and it requires them to invest a lot of their time and attention to it which in return will provide the children with opportunities to learn and develop new skills. Play is an activity where children can freely show off their imagination, skills and decision making in a fun and enjoyable way, and in a way that they are the ones who are in control of their own learning. Play allows children to be able to lose themselves and to forget about everything else that is going on around them and it allows them to go to their happy place, somewhere they feel safe and secure. All types of play and the purpose of their play changes through the children’s lives and it is fascinating watching the different types of play throughout an early year setting. 
There are many types of play, and it is the adult’s responsibility to make sure they have a clear understanding on what play is and all of the different types of play and what benefits they all have on the children’s learning and development. When early years practitioners and teaching staff understand play and the benefits play has on the children’s learning and development it is only then that they can make sure they are providing children with the correct experiences and opportunities for every child in their care. 
One type of play that is important for children’s learning and development is outdoor play. 
What is outdoor play and what are the benefits it has for children? 
Outdoor play is an important factor for children’s learning and environment and making sure your outdoor area is safe and secure for children and that it is always accessible. Frobel nature and not just being able to look at the plants and animals. He believed that the only way children can experience the full benefits of nature is in their outdoor are as well as being able to explore the wider community, however as a teacher assistant working with children who have additional learning needs and who understands the importance of outdoor play it is hard to provide these opportunities due to the teacher not listening to anyone else’s ideas apart from their own. Due to them being in the profession for serval years they believe that they know better than most and they do not agree with new positive changes that the new curriculum is implementing and because of that they are still teaching the children in the same way that they learnt years ago in university. (FrobelTrust.org, no date) 
There are child development experts that have been talking about the importance of outdoor play. They are saying that no matter where the children’s experiences for outdoor play come’s from whether it is from the children attending a nature school or visiting the local park with their families, outdoor play is essential for fulfilling the developmental needs that the children’s brains and bodies require. This means that there is the need for teaching staff and nursery staff to make sure the children are given the opportunities to access their outdoor area. Not all children that are in the setting will have opportunities outside of the setting to be able to experience outdoor play, this can be for serval reasons which is why they should be able to come and go in their outdoor areas in the setting when they want to. The choice should be down to the children whether they use the outdoor space for play, if an adult intervenes that the play is lost, but as a practitioner they should be making sure that their outdoor space is always inviting and can provide what they children require for their development. (Active For Life, 2023)
Outdoor play is important, and children have the rights to play and learn which outdoor space can meet their needs as well as respecting their rights. Outdoor play can enhance children’s learning and can support children to be able to thrive in their health, wellbeing, and development. Scotland have an understanding that they have a shared responsibility to make sure they support every child who is living in Scotland and to make sure they have access to their diverse greenspace and natural landscapes. They also understand that they should be empowering the children to be able to enjoy the spaces that they have created for the purpose of playing and learning. They are all committed to working together and they understand the responsibilities that they have for the children living in Scotland. If the staff working in the observation and assessment unit also understood their responsibilities for children’s education then they could make sure that they are giving the children in the setting the same opportunities as the children who are living in Scotland. Although the staff in the unit have the responsibility to make sure that they are providing the children with every opportunity to access their outdoor space, the responsibility also sits with the head teacher. The head teacher’s responsibility is to make sure that they are providing the correct support and training for the staff working in their school and if they are making sure they are doing this then they are also playing a part in providing the correct tools and positive teachers to make sure all the children in their school is reaching their highest potential. (PlayScotland, 2024) 
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