


Task 1 - Reflection
In January 2023 I began studying Law and Legal Practice at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David which includes a module on Learning in the Digital Era. I chose this subject initially as I enjoy learning about how the law impacts people, and the way people feel about the law in different aspects which is highlighted in Graham Virgo’s ‘Why Study Law?’ article. One of the many transferrable skills I hoped to pick up along the way is learning agility, which Kelly Palmer refers to in ‘Why the school you went to is no match for learning agility’. I had also conducted research on the career paths I’d be able to take if I was to acquire a degree. One of the career paths I was enthusiastic about was a job as a detective, which is listed in the Prospects ‘Law: Job Options’ website. 
Before beginning the module, I was excited to gain new skills and improve my current knowledge. During the module, I have felt a range of emotions, from being nervous to hand in assignments and meet deadlines, to feeling happy to be part of a team and collaborate effectively. Virtual collaboration, as mentioned in Unit 3 of the module, is one of the many transferrable skills I am proud to have gained, as I feel that this is extremely important. I believe that being able to successfully work as a team is an integral part of learning and becoming who you are, whether that is in the workplace, or at home. It has allowed me to take responsibility, investigate strengths, and set clear boundaries (Cottrell, 2019, p. 174). 
All aspects of the module have been successful so far. Information has been provided in detail, with questions being answered promptly and clearly by lecturers. This has allowed me to meet deadlines for my assignments and work efficiently throughout this course. I have also been able to use critical thinking, which is an important transferrable skill, where I have understood the relevant information appropriate to the tasks set to me, applied and analysed the information and evaluated positions and arguments as part of my assignments (McMillan & Weyers, 2021, p. 258). I have been able to use these skills when reading reference material such as books, online articles and videos. I have learnt that it’s important to identify an argument and its credibility and locate the conclusion of the argument in order to establish whether it’s something I wish to refer to in my work (Cottrell, 2017, p. 43). I have also been able to identify opposing arguments, although I may not agree with them, in order to provide a counter argument in my assignments. I have shown that I can learn quickly in any environment and gain skills and knowledge along the way such as active listening, collaboration and prioritization, which is something that has been discussed throughout the various units in this module.
I believe that the reason for this module being successful so far is mainly down to myself, as I have applied myself as much as possible, being punctual when it comes to lectures and assignment deadlines and using active listening during lectures and tasks which has allowed me to focus on the important aspects of the module, as well as observe other classmates’ opinions (Rost & Wilson, 2013). It has also been down to my lecturer, who has provided sufficient support throughout the module such as relevant resources and encouraged questions and discussions during lectures. It has also been helpful to receive constructive feedback on assignments, where tips and suggestions are provided by my lecturer to allow me to improve. 
I have learned that if I continue to apply myself, listen and focus, I’ll be able to achieve the goals that I set out at the beginning of the year. In the following years, where I hope to obtain a degree, I will ensure that I continue to work hard towards my future aspirations by allowing my skills and knowledge to evolve and grow while I study. I have also learned that continuous personal and professional growth is made easier through reflection, as detailed in Unit 4 (Becoming a Lifelong Learner). 










Task 2 – Personal Development Plan

	Student Name
	Student Number
	Module
	Code

	Phoebe Alexandra Olivia Emery
	2224078
	Learning in the Digital Era
	BMPL4007
BMPS4009

	What goals do I want to achieve?

	How will I measure my progress?


	What resources or support will I need?

	How is the objective relevant to my personal aspirations?

	What is the timeframe for the achievement of my goals?


	Specific
	Measurable
	Achievable
	Relevant
	Timebound

	
I want to progress to the Law and Legal Practice (LLB) course.  

I want to be prepared to sit the Solicitors Qualification Exam (SQE). 

I would like to be able to maintain a healthy study and social life balance. 

I want to improve my referencing and citation skills, which is something that’s important when submitting assignments (Cottrell, 2019, p.233). 

I would like to be able to reference and state relevant law when faced with a question about the law and legal system. 

I would like to ensure that I avoid plagiarism in my assignments.

I would like to be able to easily and efficiently use relevant research platforms such as Lexis+ and JSTOR, which have helped me with my studies. 

I will prioritise my mental health to ensure that it’s not being jeopardised during my studies, or at any other time during the year. 






	
I will need to obtain 80 UCAS points or equivalent (UWTSD, 2023). 

I will need to complete the Law and Legal Practice (LLB) 3 year course (UWTSD, 2023).

I should ensure that breaks in study time to socialise don’t become forms of procrastination (Newcastle University).  

I will take in feedback and constructive criticism from lecturers to ensure that I know where I’m going wrong, and where I can improve. 

I will maintain clear records of each source I use as I use them to ensure that I’m able to locate them at a later date. I should also allow enough time to check my final assignment drafts for possible referencing errors (Cite Them Right, 2023). 

I have obtained a certificate to acknowledge that I have successfully completed the Lexis+ UK Legal Research foundation certification which shows that I am able to research legal material at a foundation level. I’d like to progress onto the advanced level. 

I will try to ensure that I am doing as much as I can to improve my mental health on a daily basis, without it interfering with my studies. I will take regular screen breaks so that I’m more focused and less fatigued (Campbell, 2022). 

	
I will need to study efficiently and ensure I’m continuing to use relevant resources and information. 

I currently use Cite Them Right, which allows me to select the relevant referencing style, which is Harvard Referencing, and also filter out the type of reference material I’m using to allow me to correctly reference and cite information in my assignments. 

I will continue to use Microsoft Word to gather information when preparing and writing assignments. 

I will need to continue using systems such Lexis+ and JSTOR so that I’m familiar with how to navigate them, which will allow me to locate information more efficiently when using references in assignments. 

I will continue to spend quality time with my family and friends, become more physically active by going to the gym more often and taking walks as this is something that helps me feel more positive. I will also practice mindfulness by being present in every moment and being grateful for my life (NHS, 2022). 



















	
This will allow me to fulfil my future aspirations of having an in depth knowledge and understanding of the law, and eventually be able to apply these to a future career. 

I would also like to carry my current social life into the future, as although I’d like to have a successful career, I’d also like to maintain the current social circle I have with the same friends and family around me as I grow. 

I will continue to use Cite Them Right until I’m able to efficiently reference and cite information in my assignments will allow me to progress onto a higher level of education next year. 

Continuing to use systems such as Lexis+ and JSTOR will allow me to gain a better understanding of relevant material and conduct thorough legal research with confidence (LexisNexis, 2023). 

Having good mental health will allow me to progress in the future in personal ways, as I will have a more positive outlook on life. This will also carry over into my studies and my career.

















	
I must meet the deadlines of my assignments, which are set out for me on Moodle. 

I’ll need to obtain sufficient UCAS points by the end of this year in order to progress onto the Law and Legal Practice (LLB) course next year. 

I will set myself time to study on weekdays after work (6pm-9pm) and allow myself time to socialise on weekends. 
I will aim to use Cite Them Right for every reference or citation I make, even if I’m confident that I can go without it, as this will ensure that there are no mistakes in my work when it comes to this. 

I will aim to check my references and citations after every paragraph in my assignments, or hourly, to ensure that I am using them correctly and not making any errors. 

My aim is to complete the Lexis+ UK Legal Research advanced certification by September 2023, as I’d like to have obtained this before beginning the Law and Legal Practice (LLB) course.  

I will go on daily walks and go to the gym 3 times a week.
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