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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

One of the key principles underpinning safeguarding practice in Wales is that each practitioner and organisation contribute to safeguarding and promoting the well-being of the child (Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019a) (WSP2019).  WSP2019 provides guidance for practice around the responsibilities and roles involved in identifying a child at risk, it outlines legislation and relevant channels for reporting concerns and ‘replaces the All Wales Child Protection Procedures’ (Public Health Wales, 2025a). The legislative framework for safeguarding children is applied under Part 7 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA2014) and statutory guidance, Working Together to Safeguard People, Volume 5.  

Section 130(4) of the SSWBA2014 defines a “child at risk” as a child who: is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm; and has needs for care and support (whether or not the Local authority is meeting any of those needs) (Gov Wales, 2018).  NSPCC (2024) state much of the Children Act 1989 applies to both England and Wales, apart from Part 3, (referring to support for children and families provided by local authorities), replaced in April 2006 by Part 6 of the SSWBA2014.

In 2004, the Welsh Government formally adopted the UNCRC as the basis of policy making relating to children and young people (Gov Wales 2024e). The rationale for the UNCRC, who define a child as anyone under the age of 18, is that children’s rights need specific consideration due to the special care and protection often needed by children and young people. The four key articles include; Right to non-discrimination (article 2), Commitment to the best interests of the child (article 3), Right to life, survival and development (article 6) and The right to be heard (article 12) (Gov Wales 2024e). Children’s rights were enshrined in Welsh law under Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 - underlining Wales’ commitment to children’s rights and the UNCRC (Gov Wales 2024e).

Section 1 of the WSP2019 advises the second key principle in effective safeguarding practice is having ‘a child centred approach’ (WSP 2019a).  WSP2019 recognises the rights of the child should be central to the approach and their best interests must always be paramount (WSP 2019a).  As with adult safeguarding it is important, according to WSP2019 pointers for practice, that participation of the child in gathering information should be encouraged to gain their perspectives wherever possible (WSP 2019c).  This aligns with overarching duties of Part 2 6(2) of SSWBA2014 to respect beliefs, culture, dignity, views and wishes of the individual (Legislation 2025c).  Practitioners are encouraged to find out about the child’s lived experience to understand how abuse may be affecting their daily lives and to help establish their outcomes (WSP 2019b).

The SSWBA2014 ‘duty to report a child at risk’ comes under s.130 (1) and (6) refers the local authority’s duty to investigate children at risk under s.47 of the Children Act 1989 (Legislation, 2025).

In cases where SMS service users are parents or pregnant, it can become relevant to work collaboratively with Childrens Social Services in matters of child protection. We are required to attend case conferences and core group meetings to report on the progress and engagement of the parent(s) to aid decision making on the safety of the child.  
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

An adult’s right to self-determination is one of the main differences between safeguarding children and adults.  ‘Adults may choose not to act in protecting themselves, it is only in extreme circumstances that the law intervenes, usually when assessed as having a lack of mental capacity’ (Ann Craft Trust, 2025).  The main principle of the Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA2005) is that capacity is presumed until proven otherwise, s.1(4) states ‘A person is not to be treated as unable to make a decision merely because he makes an unwise decision’. This may involve decisions on taking risks regarding their well-being (Legislation, 2024e). The MCA2005 cannot be applied to anyone aged 16 or under.

For those under 16 years of age, the Gillick Competence is a judgement used for decisions regarding medical treatment but can be used by practitioners in other settings, for example in seeking confidential support for substance misuse (NSPCC, 2025a).  It is applied when a young person is deemed competent to make their own decisions without parental consent.  Along with Gillick are the Fraser guidelines which apply primarily to advice and treatment in sexual health matters and to advise on treatment for sexually transmitted infections and the termination of pregnancy (Axon v The Secretary of State for Health, 2006) (NSPCC 2025a).

The SSWBA2014 Part 7 Safeguarding, distinguishes a duty to report a safeguarding concern under s.126 for adults and s.130 for children, the processes for each differ which are explained within the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019).  

‘The Children Act 1989 introduced the concept of Significant Harm as the threshold
which justifies compulsory intervention in family life in the best interests of children’ (Wirral Safeguarding Children Partnership 2019). Although ‘there is no absolute criteria for determining whether or not harm is “significant”, practitioners must work collaboratively with relevant statutory and third sector agencies and work with family members to assess the child, a decision is made based on their professional judgement using the gathered evidence’ (NSPCC, 2023).   If a child appears to be suffering or at risk of suffering ‘significant harm’ the local authority has a duty to investigate under Section 47 of the CA1989 (NSPCC, 2025b).  The term ‘significant harm’ does not apply in adult safeguarding legislation.

Following s.47 enquiries, an Emergency Protection Order (EPO) can be applied for and is defined under s.44 the CA1989 (Legislation, 2025d).   It makes provision allowing children to be removed to a place of safety, if there is reasonable cause to believe that there is a likelihood of significant harm if they are not removed (Legislation, 2025a). 
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