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(i) INTRODUCTION/ RATIONALE

- Clear and focused research aim/question
- Justification of topic 
- Clear objectives
- Reflection on how topic was chosen or refined
- Consideration of feasibility and personal motivation
- Rationale for how the topic eve loved from the programme and own professional or personal context

	
COMMENTS: 

1st Marker:

Grade: 

2nd Marker:


Grade: 





	
ii) LITERATURE REVIEW

Includes:
- Coverage of relevant and recent literature
- Critical engagement with key themes/debates underpinned by areas from MBA programme as well as any external areas
- Structured synthesis
- Reflection on challenges in selecting/finding sources
- How the literature from the programme and externally shaped the direction of the study

	
COMMENTS: 

1st Marker:

Grade: 

2nd Marker:


Grade:




	
iii) RESEARCH METHODOLOGY and METHODS	

Includes:
- Clear explanation of research approach and methods
- Justification of methods drawing on personal or professional context
- Ethical considerations
- Awareness of limitations
- Reflection on practical constraints (time, access, resources)
- Adaptations made during the process
- Learning from methodological theory and how these shaped the decisions made for the study


	
COMMENTS: 

1st Marker:


Grade: 


2nd Marker:




Grade: 

	
iv) Presentation and Interpretation of Results

Includes:

- Clear and logical presentation of data
- Use of visuals where appropriate
- Data is relevant and supports aims, objectives and/or research questions.
- Reflection on how findings were organized/processed
- Issues encountered during data collection process
- Surprising patterns or results
- Interpretation of results

	
COMMENTS: 


1st Marker: 


Grade:




2nd Marker:




Grade:

	
	

	
v) Analytical Discussion or Conclusions /Recommendations

Includes:
- Analysis of findings in relation to research question and literature
- Acknowledgment of limitations
- Clear conclusions and implications
- Reflection on what was learned from findings in relation to ideas developed from the MBA programme
- How interpretations developed
- What could be done differently

	COMMENTS: 

1st Marker: 


Grade: 

2nd Marker:


Grade:

	
vi) Presentation

Includes:
- Logical structure
- Academic tone and clarity
- Consistent referencing
- Proofreading and formatting
- Reflection on the writing process
- How feedback was used
- Time management and editing strategies
- Accurate grammar, spelling, page numbers and labelling

	
COMMENTS: 

1st Marker: 


Grade: 
	

2nd Marker:



Grade:
 





	
vii) Reflective commentary

- Insightful reflection on the research journey
- Identification of key challenges and learning moments
- Demonstration of personal and academic growth
- Honest, thoughtful self-evaluation of the study
- Clear examples of adaptation, learning, or personal and professional development

	
COMMENTS: 

1st Marker: 

Grade: 


2nd Marker:


Grade:  
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