Explain how opportunities and challenges in a school’s community influence, teaching, learning and other aspects of the school.

Targets from previous assignment - 
	1. Read even more relevant books and journal articles as well as websites when researching.
	In my research for this assignment, I have used a wide range of books, journals, websites and included quantitative and qualitative to support my writing.

	2. Endeavour to synthesise research into your writing to aid the support of your key points.
	In my assignment, I carefully integrated research into my writing to reinforce arguments and ensure the incorporation of different viewpoints and supporting data.

	3. Continue to ensure a greater critical approach throughout, offering the opposing view whenever possible.
	I have made it a point to write with clarity. During the assignment, I continuously utilise to incorporate other perspectives whenever available to improve the depth and clarity of my points.



[bookmark: _Int_G7O21ZEv]The following commentary will examine how School X's community involvement impacts their teaching, learning, and student well-being regarding various opportunities and challenges. In addition, it conveys how school X's values relate to the four purposes (Government, 2020) alongside the twelve pedagogical principles (Welsh Government, 2023). 
School X is a 600-student community school and proudly exhibits that it is a Gold Rights Respecting School (UNICEF, 2021). This exhibit demonstrates that School X emphasises ensuring the rights of children. The teaching and learning approach at School X are designed to educate students in a way that fosters confidence and happiness by promoting lifelong learning and ethical awareness on their website homepage (School X, 2023). 
 
John Dewy's educational philosophy, which emphasises the collaboration between schools and communities (Mooney, 2013), holds significance as it promotes leadership involvement and community engagement in the journey of a school. By aligning with United States Secretary of State Hillary Clinton's idea (Clinton, 1996) that "it takes a village to raise a child", it reinforces our shared collective responsibility in educating children. Both Dewy and Clinton advocate that learning should be a process involving parents, schools, and communities. This approach aims to prepare students to become happy individuals by integrating teaching and learning effectively. 

Informed by Bridging experiences at School X, lectures, and more comprehensive reading, The commentary will explore the following critical aspects; 
· The challenges on the community's financial constraints, socio-economic challenges, and how they impact the learners and school X. 
· School X's commitment to student-centred learning and analysing how they approach it inside the classrooms to help learners. 
· The inclusivity and the relationship that School X has with their pupils and how the opportunities and challenges ripple into the community. 
· The school's response to national language goals, linguistic challenges, cultural opportunities, and additional learning needs. 
 
In reading School X's Estyn report, many financial constraints surround the community and school as it is a deprived area, with 61.1% of households being labelled as 'deprived' (Government, 2021) and approximately 33% of students qualifying for free school meals (Estyn, 2017). With the national average being 17%, (Government, 2021) this reveals that socio-economic factors challenge the community, challenging school X as factors affecting pupils' academic engagement and well-being. Bronfenbrenner's ecological systems theory (refer to Appendix 1) emphasises the importance of his theory, highlighting how environmental systems interact and impact an individual's overall development (Bronfenbrenner, 2023). In School X, the community's ongoing economic struggles create an environment where individuals, including students, interact directly, called the microsystem. The challenges within this environment are influenced by the limitations in the area, which align with Bronfenbrenner's concept (Bronfenbrenner, 2023) that primary obstacles and strain on microsystems can affect children's involvement and overall well-being. Thus, illustrating how his theory applies to the dynamics of the school X. 

Coherent with pupils' well-being, it is said that pupils feel embarrassed and ashamed of having free school meals as it invites bullies to mock their situation (Motion for Leave to Bring in a Bill (Standing Order No. 23), which adds added stress and challenge for the school. School X addresses this challenge by creating a supportive and inclusive environment, ensuring students eligible for free meals feel respected and valued. The school has implemented a few strategies to prevent bullying or stigmatisation related to their socio-economic circumstances. 
One strategy was seen during one of the bridging days at School X; it was clear that they utilised the four principles in the new curriculum (Welsh Government, 2020), highlighting the UNCRC rights (UNICEF, 2023) in each classroom to combat the feeling of shame in pupils. 'Healthy, confident Harry' is one of the four principles used on colourful posters in each classroom. He represents and enthusiastically shows the pupils the need to eat a healthy diet confidently without shame. In parallel, Article 27 of the UNCRC portrays that each child has the right to nutritious food (UNICEF, 2023). This implements a mindset in each pupil at school X that each person deserves food no matter the reasons for receiving it. The help of a soup kitchen to the local community organised by the students during one of the visits further instils this mindset of respect for all, emphasising the importance of helping the community. The response to the challenge given to School X and inviting the community into the school further strengthens this positive impact, improving collaboration and mutual support between the school and its surrounding community by showing that the school cares for everyone. 

School X's relationship with its pupils is displayed along its website, with the mission statement being 'striving for success for all' (School X, 2023). Dedicating so gives the school's pupils many windows for opportunities and aligns with theorist Jean Piaget's stages of cognitive development. It is deeply rooted in the school's culture, in being passionate for every child and wanting to pursue success at the top. The school places importance on student centred learning, which encourages students to take control of their learning and progress at their preferred pace. This aligns perfectly with the theory proposed by child psychologist Lev Vygotsky, highlighting the significance of student led activities, in the learning process (Lake, 2012). 
Titled The Zone of Proximal Development (see appendix 2), his theory highlights the value of social connections and the importance of 'more knowledgeable others'. He believes that teachers give children the support and direction to navigate past their Zone of proximal development and complete activities that would be challenging for them to do independently (Lake, 2012). 
The school employ Vygotsky's and Piaget's theories in their day-to-day work; a scheme that School X employs is a 'C3 B4 ME' seen in bridging days at school X, which involves a pupil consulting three pupils before coming to the teacher if they encounter uncertainties towards work or have any questions. As mentioned above and in my poster, this leaves an opportunity for the 'more knowledgeable other' to intervene and thus allow student-led learning and facilitate a collaborative learning environment. The 'C3 B4 ME' initiative reflects Piaget's emphasis on growing independence in solving problems as they progress through stages of cognitive development (Wadsworth, 1971). School X's commitment to student-centred learning, influenced by Piaget's theory, allows students to control their learning by navigating their educational journey at their own pace.

School X welcomes any pupil regardless of their faith, ALN (Additional Learning Needs), culture, language or socio-economic background and ensures they hold an inclusive and accepting community in the school to do so. Doing so poses opportunities and challenges to School X, with numerous factors to consider; 
· including the importance of supporting cultural and linguistic diversity. 
· Creating networks of support for learners with Additional Learning Needs (ALN). 
· Personalised educational methods. 
· Encouraging pupil compassion and awareness.

With 25% of the school X students having ALN (Estyn, 2017), the school adheres to the ALN Code Wales 2021 (Welsh Government, 2021). School X has a dedicated and specialised ALN unit with impressive resources and trained staff. Inside the unit are a sensory room and a soft playroom; all rooms are painted neutral to enhance a calm environment to abstain from overstimulation. The unit is secure and locked and can only be opened using fob keys and codes; each teacher has their fob key and is told the codes. The codes are changed regularly to prevent the pupils from learning them, thus improving school safety by being committed to establishing an atmosphere of security and encouragement for learners with ALN. 

[bookmark: _Int_rqYdytvY]School X supports students with different linguistic and cultural backgrounds by drawing inspiration from Howard Gardner's theory of multiple intelligences (Coreil & Moulton, 2003). School X recognises that students with different linguistic and cultural backgrounds need specialised educational methods and extra learning support, corresponding to Gardner's philosophy of recognising and cultivating many forms of Gardner's multiple intelligences (Gardner, 2011). This posed a challenge towards School X as the increase of refugees in the area due to the Ukrainian war forced the school to adapt its support systems. In response, School X utilised their student support coordinator to create an opportunity to make classroom changes and create a club with fun and engaging activities to enjoy their learning. Thus, it reflects School X's commitment to accommodating the changing demands of its learners and aligns with Gardner's more excellent vision of fostering intelligence and Gardner's learning approaches (Coreil & Moulton, 2003). Alongside the school, celebrate cultural holidays and display various cultural materials along corridors with a corridor displaying diverse cultures and religions. The school goes above and beyond in terms of diversity by hosting cultural dress shows and encouraging families and community members to watch and take part in the show of varied customs. Such initiatives improve learning and enhance school, parent, and community ties. 
 
In addition, school X faces an additional layer of complexity, with the Welsh government setting a goal of achieving 1 million Welsh speakers by 2050 (Llywodraeth Cymru, 2017). School X must negotiate the problem of providing quality education to all learners, notably those who do not speak Welsh well, while adding to the larger national goal. During the bridging period at School X, it grew clear that the Welsh language was heavily utilised in both interactions in the classroom alongside teachers. This comment highlighted the commitment of the School X community, including individuals who are not fluent in Welsh but are trying to incorporate the dialect into their interactions, schoolwork, and community involvement.

Looking back upon lectures and bridging days at school X alongside independent research, I have gained vast knowledge on how schools collaborate with parents and their local communities. This knowledge has allowed me to change my perspective and approach to working in a school setting. In reflection, this knowledge has helped me align better with Professional Standards for Teaching and Leadership (QTS) (Cymru, 2020). The knowledge I have gained incentivises progress, allowing me to contribute to the teaching field with a broader understanding whilst adhering to the QTS's established standards.
 
My first and most pivotal target is to establish clear communication with parents and the community as in bridging days, and research from Bronfenbrenner (Bronfenbrenner, 2023) reveals the impact this communication can have on student progress. My target is to bridge the gap between schools, parents, and communities by enforcing communication strategies that allow parents and local communities to stay informed about pupil progress, lessons taught, classroom activities and upcoming events. This aligns with the QTS standard of collaboration in recognising the significance of communication in creating collaborations that promote student success and overall well-being (Cymru, 2020).

My second target is to implement different classroom learning activities to enhance school relationships with pupils. In bridging days and tying into Piaget and Vygotsky's theory on pupil well-being and learning progress, I intend to include various learning activities that cater to different learning types. My goal is to encourage children's general well-being. This strategy is consistent with the QTS standard, emphasising the significance of building an inclusive learning environment that promotes student well-being and relationships (Cymru, 2020).

[bookmark: _Int_0VdQpGUK]My last target is to enforce inclusive activities to widen the understanding of the increasingly diverse communities' needs. In witnessing positive responses towards embracing different cultures and languages in bridging days with the alignment of Howard Gardner's theory, I aim to develop and input different classroom practice strategies to educate further on diversity and inclusion. My goal is to establish a learning environment by adopting teaching approaches appropriate for diverse students. This is consistent with the QTS standard of values and dispositions in creating an inclusive environment where each pupil is equal.

To conclude, analysing School X’s community involvement has given Insight into the relationship between obstacles, inclusive educational techniques, and the development of student well-being have been provided by research. Recognising the challenges presented by socio-economic circumstances and additional learning needs alongside the response and strategies implemented by School X leads to a more complex understanding. The alignment of the school with scholars such as Piaget, Dewy, and Vygotsky emphasises its primary focus on collaborative education, student-centred approaches, and fostering a varied and inclusive atmosphere. As I move forward with my targets to enhance relationships, integrate learning activities, and support inclusion, I will demonstrate my commitment to the Professional Standards for Teaching and Leadership (QTS). These aims are consistent with encouraging cooperation, prioritising pupils' well-being, and accepting diversity.

Word count - 2047
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Appendix 1 - Bronfenbrenner's Ecological System Theory
Bronfenbrenner, U. and Psychology, S. (2023). Bronfenbrenner ecological system theory. Available at: https://www.simplypsychology.org/bronfenbrenner.html.                                                                   (Accessed 14 December 2023).
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Appendix 2 – The Zone of Proximal Development
Vygotsky, L. (2023). The Zone of proximal development. Available at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zone_of_proximal_development.                                                                                     (Accessed 10 December 2023).
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