The Influence and Effects of the Romans on Agriculture in Britain.

Introduction
· Discussion regarding Agricultures role in the Roman/ancient economy, describing significant infrastructure which made the Roman economy what it was such as the 
role of the state, surplus production and the investment of elites in agriculture. 
· Discussion of my main argument on the role the Roman invasion of Britain had in the development of agriculture in Brittan, what role Britain and, briefly, the other provinces, development played in the economy of Britain and of Rome, and a critical debate of the benefits and disadvantages this presented. 
· Issues with evidence, bias within ancient sources for example Caesars Gallic wars[footnoteRef:1] and the ignoring of evidence due to gaps in data such as population sizes especially when talking about grain dole/supply making it impossible to produce an entirely reliable result[footnoteRef:2]. [1:  Caesar. DBG. 5.14]  [2:  Bowman, A.K. and Wilson, A., 2013. ] 


Britain as a province
· What it meant to be a province to the peoples of Britain and to the Romans. Discussion of the large military presence and the use of garrisoning as a domination technique and the constancy of troops throughout Britain, even in rural areas. Specific focus to be given on the attendance of military throughout trade works, as suggested by Mattingly specifically regarding ‘consignments of metals and specie’[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  Millet, M. 1990.] 

· Pre-Roman social organisation and the emergence of Roman townships. Limited evidence surrounding pre-Roman social organisation and the literary evidence of this is also limited and the nature of the iron-age Britons society was of little interest to the authors and what little can be pulled from texts should not be generalised[footnoteRef:4]. Discussion of Caesar’s gallic wars[footnoteRef:5] and Strabo’s Geographies[footnoteRef:6] and their description of the Britons as similar but more barbaric than ‘Celts’ but both noting the lack of agricultural skill from the Britons but large amounts of cattle and grain; and how this relates to the culture of pre-Roman Britain and the differences between regions such as Caesars account of the inhabitants of Cantium being by far the most civilised of the Britons[footnoteRef:7]. [4:  Millet, M. 1990.]  [5:  Caesar. DBG. 5.14]  [6:  Strab. 4.5.2 ]  [7:  Caesar. DBG. 5.14] 

· Pre-Roman iron age Britain agricultural economy. Focus on moving away from traditional and limited methods of viewing Britain as highland and lowland areas as presented by Fox (1933)[footnoteRef:8] and viewing Britain as it was with mixed agriculture in all regions and exploring the regional variations presented by Heslop where in the north east of England he finds similar arable patterns to those found in the south[footnoteRef:9].  [8:  Fox, C. 1933.]  [9:  Millet, M. 1990.] 



Subsequent changes to culture and agriculture
· Explanation regarding the growth and structure of the agricultural economy, that already existed in the Roman world, descriptions to be given regarding infrastructure and background regarding feeding the city of Rome and why the provinces are important in this monumental task. Comparisons to be made between the Roman and pre-Roman late iron-age British agricultural economy. 
· Issues with the idea of romanization and how the more accurate term ‘Hybridisation’ will be used within my essay.
· Reflection on how the agrarian side of the Roman economy was not necessarily the biggest part of economy but was defiantly the most important. In this section I will also discuss the nature of agrarian economy as an epiphenomenal thing and what the effect of this would have had on the province of Britain and include how the economy and indeed the needs of Rome could dictate the lives of those in the provinces. 


Benefits of being a province 
· The growth of industry in Roman Britain and overall economic situation improvements with infrastructure provided by Roman input. Case studies on mines such as those at Charterhouse a lead-mining town and the salt production at Droitwich which provide link to state-controlled production through increased production levels[footnoteRef:10].  [10:  Mattingly, D. 2007.] 

· Exploration of the link between increased industry and trade with economy of market towns being the driving force of this action influenced by the requirements of the militaries presence[footnoteRef:11].  [11:  Mattingly, D. 2007.] 

· The effect that growth of industry and townships has upon the agricultural community or individual and how advanced techniques and skills brought over by the Romans allowed the baseline of agriculture to provide a surplus of food which then spilt over into the market economy of Britain and the role the villa system plays in this. 

Cons of being a province 
· Exploitation. Salway suggests that upon noticing the success of small-scale private enterprise towards the end of the first C. there was likely a decision made, approved by, if not suggested by the emperor Hadrian himself, that the Roman state should and could take advantage of this using large scale production[footnoteRef:12]. Evidence for state involvement can be emphasised by an unusual collection of buildings found at Stonea Grange which are assumed to be an administrative centre. I will also discuss the idea that the state ‘took over’ or dominated some originally smaller industries[footnoteRef:13].  [12:  Salway, P. 2001.]  [13:  Salway, P. 2001.
] 

· Critical analysis of the idea of Romanisation and how this has influenced and effected modern scholarship, this is notable after a heavy analysis of some of Salway’s ideas as his works on Roman Britain frequent the term more than most. 
· Falsehood of the idea that the peoples were forced to follow Roman lifestyle, culture and religion, the Romans completely lacking a missionary like agenda. Though it was not state enforced the appearance of large numbers of Roman troops likely did change and effect previous cultural heritage.
· The complex role of the provinces in feeding the city of Rome, not only discussing the province of Britain but the roles of Egypt notably for grain production and the notion that this did not put the province in a higher position but rather further under the thumb of Roman rule.  


Conclusion 
· Concluding my evidence and finalising the influence the Romans had on Britain and what effects this had on the life and culture of the British peoples from the highest to the lowest ranking members of society.
· Deliberation on the use of the term colonising and how the reluctance of provinces (at specific times and places) to be ruled by romans extended to beneficial changes.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Final thoughts regarding the necessity of such conquests and how being a province though not initially beneficial, in the end was it better to have this enforced development or for the peoples of a nation to be left to their own will. 
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