
	Safety.  --- 

When researching why tourists return to Poland, one of the top 5 reasons was safety within the Country. According to Safearound (2018) Poland is known for being a very safe country, it is currently ranked 17 out of 162 of the safest countries to visit, so within the top 20 of the safest countries on earth. In 2018 34 million tourists arrived in Poland, an increase of over 16m since 2006 (statista, 2019)
Following the collapse of communism, Poland became a popular tourist destination within Europe, however its greatest development is since Poland joined the European Union in 2004. Openness to the European Market has shown an increase in the development of the Tourism and Hotel Industry. The number of tourists is increasing each year with tourists mainly coming from other European Countries. With the opening of borders within the EU being an advantage it has allowed the country to have a wider international market.
Poland is increasingly appealing to tourists, not only for its heritage sites, low prices and amazing food offerings but obviously safety while on holiday is top of everyone’s list. According to Nation Master(2018) With the overall risk when visiting the country being low, when looking at all areas of crime Poland scores low in them all, from pickpockets, terrorism and natural disasters to mugging and the risk to women travellers. All areas are listed as low risk increasingly making Poland more appealing. With nearing countries such as Turkey, Egypt or Tunisia having history with terror attacks and travel previously being restricted to those countries, the FCO has now lifted restrictions on these countries, but tourism is still struggling to hit the highs of visitors it once had prior to the attacks. All the time Poland’s tourism is increasing year on year and is now not only one of the safest countries in Europe but also an increasingly modern and developed one.
Poland may be known for a cheap weekend getaway for Stag parties which may give you the impression of streets full of drunks, but actually drinking on the streets of Poland is illegal and if you are caught consuming alcohol in a public space, it is an offence and if caught you will be charged and fined. Polish police are very strict on public drunkenness, if they find you drunk in public they will take you to a clinic where a doctor will assess you and keep you there until sober, this may end up in an overnight stay which you will be charged for.
The drink-drive limit in Poland is 20 milligrams of alcohol per 100 millilitres of blood, which is much lower than England and Wales which is 80miligrams. Driving a car while under the influence of drugs or alcohol is strictly prohibited and will be sentenced by up to 2 years in prison, and even cycling while drinking or taking drugs will result in prosecution. It is also mandatory to carry photo ID with you at all times.




 Summary

According to First News.com Poland is seeing consistent rises in visitors each year, with clear jumps from time to time, the first when they joined the European Union, the second one coincided with the Euro 2012 football tournament, and the momentum has continued with a significant increase in visitors every year. Tourists were not only returning to visit the country but also convincing their relatives or friends to visit. Poland is among the 20 most visited countries by tourists and increasingly features in brochures from travel agencies worldwide.


Even though tourism has been expanding year on year, and the above is the reason tourists visit to begin with, we have sadly not found any reliable sources that show that tourists are actually returning to the country. Although we were unable to find a source, there is some evidence to show that people are returning just not in large numbers. 
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