[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
Recording link:
Meeting in Alice Wood-20251128_160516-Meeting Recording.mp4
Transcript:
Hello, my name is Alice Wood and my name is Danny Rees and this is how theorist ideas are still used in modern education in a year one classroom. The theorist that I'm going to be focusing on today is called Jerome Bruner. Bruner, who was born on the 1st of October 1915, was a psychologist who, as Wikipedia says, worked at Harvard University as a psychology professor, where his research focused on cognitive and educational psychology. Throughout his career, he believed that children learn through a constructivist approach, which entails building up a child's knowledge over time. Some of his key theories were the three modes of representation, the spiral curriculum, and also scaffolding. His theories are still applied into modern day classrooms.
The first theory that I'm going to be focusing on is called the three modes of representation. The first mode is called an active representation, which is seen during zero to one years. This is when a child will learn through their senses and through exploring it can also be known as action based learning.
They also learn through their play, McLeod describes an active representation as encoding physical action based information and storing it in our memory. The next mode of representation is called iconic representation, which is usually seen during one to six years.
This can also be known as image based learning. This is when children are able to picture information in their mind and they learn through diagrams and images. For example, a child might learn about a ball and then when they think of a ball, they are able to picture it within their mind.
The Distance Learning Institute also said that iconic representation is the move from physical manipulation of objects to mental visualisation. The last mode of representation is called symbolic representation, which is seen 7 plus years.
This is also known as symbol based learning. This is when one thing is used to represent another. This can be used in maths where the different signs will mean something. This can be used in language how adjectives and nouns can describe different things.
This can also be used with building blocks where children might see a building block as a phone, or they build up a building and see it as a castle. Or they can have a look at a map and they can see that a cross would represent a church.
The next theory that I'm going to be focusing on is the spiral curriculum. The spiral curriculum can be described as being introduced to basic knowledge and then gradually building on the knowledge and learning more complex ideas as main set.
The main principles of the spiral curriculum is returning to a topic many times throughout school to build up their knowledge when they return to the topic, they look at it more deeper and create more abstract ideas on the topic and making sure to have formative and summative assessments.
So that they can test the child's knowledge and see whether they are actually grasping the topic the way that it is used in modern learning is that children will start with basic learning, such as learning the sounds and learning how to picture those sounds.
And then expanding on the knowledge throughout school, so children will learn to put those sounds together to create short words such as dog and cat, and then later on in school they will write stories or they will write longer sentences.
They can also use tests and tasks throughout to test the knowledge, such as their sats, their two year check, and things such as that. The final theory that I'm going to be focusing on is scaffolding, Bruner decided to go off of Vygotsky's theory of the zone of proximal development and came up with scaffolding. Scaffolding is where a child will learn through adult support and expand their knowledge and independence and slowly remove the adult support.
It can be thought of like scaffolding on a building as the job as the work gets done, there is less and less scaffolding, such as how a child learns as they learn more, the adults part is needed less and less scaffolding can be used for all ages, topics and classes.
Which means that it can be done all throughout school and beyond early years. TV said that it enables learners to achieve tasks beyond their unassisted abilities. How it is used in a modern day classroom is by building an answer using small questions, so the child reaches the answer.
And feels that accomplishment. They can also help with their fine motor skills, such as the teaching assistant helping a child hold a pair of scissors or hold a pencil properly. It is also used over every single area of development, and it can be tailored for anything that is in a modern day classroom.


My chosen theorist is Friedrich Robel, and he was a pedagogy pedagogy pioneer who lived between 1782 and 1852 in Germany.
His ideas that children had unique needs and capabilities shaped his theories, and the foundation of modern education. He valued the role of parents and peers, recognising their importance in the child's growth. He believed family should play a central role in a child's education, providing.
In a nurturing environment for a child to grow, his pedagogy was built on the child's home life experiences, beginning from what they already know, before introducing new concepts in the outside world.
Frobel created the first kindergarten, which translates to garden for children, for children to learn to play an exploration. His kindergartens were specifically designed with the development of the child in mind, altering the activities and resources available. Depending on the age of the child.
He specifically allowed child a structured child LED learning by creating the most stimulating environment for a child's development before allowing them to explore the kindergarten on their own. Learning about the world as they do so.
Today, his concept of kindergarten is visible in year one classrooms as they are set up to encourage hands-on learning and focuses on creating in the physical world for children to learn.
Frobel's gifts were specific toys designed to teach children about the processes of the world around them, helping them learn through sensory play at a year one level, children are introduced to.
A set of colourful plates in various shapes in a classroom, children are encouraged to make pictures using these shapes to understand more about how things are built and designed. Teachers also introduce children to the concept of mirror imagery using these blocks.
And asking children if they can solve, how to create the same image but flipped often butterflies will be used as an example in this process as they are symmetrical.
Frobel also valued child LED learning and believed that children are naturally creative and capable learners who are curious of the world around them.
He emphasises a holistic approach, looking at the spiritual, physical and social development of a child so they can learn. He recognised that children learn best when they are interested in what's in front of them and that children should choose what they wish to learn about at different times.
This stops children from becoming bored and disengaged in the classroom. This can be seen in a year. One classroom, through their focused through their play, focused learning and follow the interests of the children in the classroom.
He also valued learning through play and saw that children learnt about the world around them through the direct experience of play.
Role play and storytelling is vital for children to learn about and represent aspects of their life. This can be seen in the year 1 classroom through the use of storyboards where children are encouraged to breakdown stories and create their own in a visual manner.
Storyboards are an effective way for children to understand abstract concepts in a physical way. It helps them understand that events have beginnings, middles and ends often with a climax that may provoke emotional emotions and how to deal with and process them.

Frobel sees that outdoor learning is important for children to understand the interrelationships of the living world and ensures that they grow up to respect the planet.
He advocated for children to be exposed to all all forms of nature, allowing them to experience energy, sound and the colour of the outside world. This can be seen in a year one classroom, when children are encouraged to grow their own plants in school or school trips to conservation.

This is especially important in this digital age, with the state of the natural world. Children should respect and enjoy nature, so they grow up wanting to protect it and conserve it. It is vital that children understand the world that they live in, so they're able to navigate through it in the.
Through life in an effective way so.
There are some similarities between frugal and Bruna, for example. They both believe that play is essential for a child's development. They both took a very constructivist approach to their learning. They also believe that children will receive the best development when they are learning.
Through interaction with their peers or a more knowledgeable other.
They also believed in holistic approaches. Their theories are very much centred on the child as a whole, and they also very much believed in child LED learning.
There are also some difference between theorists. For example, Frobel focused on educational materials in his gifts, he valued outdoor learning and play based learning and believed that teachers should facilitate the child's learning, meaning they should observe.
A child's own exploration without interfering unless absolutely necessary.
And then, Bruna believed that a child.
Bruna's theories were more focused on cognitive processing rather than educational materials. He didn't specifically focus on outdoor learning compared to Frobel. Bruna was very focused on discovery, learning that children will learn through their exploring and through their play.
And Bruna believed that teachers should scaffold the child's learning by working with them to make sure that they are getting to the place where they need to be, and then slowly removing themselves so that the child can become more independent.
Thank you for listening. And then there are our references. Thank you.
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child-lead learning

e Froebel believed that children are naturally
creative and capable learners who are curious of
the world around them.

e He emphasises a holistic approach, looking at the
spiritual, physical, and social development of the
child so they can learn.(11)

e This can be seen in a year 1 classroom through
their play focused learning and following the
interests of the children in the class. (12)
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kindergarten

e Froebel created the first kindergarten (garden for
children) for children to learn through play and
exploration.

e He designed his kindergartens to promote age
appropriate learning in a way that child-lead
learning can still be achieved. (5)

e Today, his concept of kindergarten is visible in
year 1 classrooms as they are set up to encourage
hands on learning and focuses on creating in the
physical world for children to learn (6)
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Differences Between Theorists

Froebel:
e Focussed on educational materials (Froebel’s Gifts)
N e Valued outdoor learning
e Play-based learning
e Teacher should “facilitate” the child’s learning

Bruner:
D e Focussed on cognitive processing
e Didn’t specifically focus on outdoor learning
e Discovery learning
e Teachers should “scaffold” the child’s learning
NV 4
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Spiral Curriculum

The Spiral Curriculum can be described as “being
introduced to basic knowledge and then gradually building
on the knowledge and learning more complex ideas” (Main,
2022))
Main Principles:

e Returning to a topic many times throughout school

e Deeper, more abstract ideas

e Formative and summative assessments

How it is used in modern learning:
¢ Starting with basic learning
¢ Expanding on the knowledge throughout school
e Using tests and tasks throughout to test the knowledge
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% e Play is essential for development

b e Constructivist approach to
learning

' e Learning through interaction with
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e Holistic approaches
W4 e Child-led learning
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Jerome Bruner

Bruner, who was born on the 1** October 1915, was a
psychologist who worked at Harvard University as a
‘psychology professor, where his research focused on
cognitive and educational psychology. (Wikipedia, 2025)
Throughout his career, he believed that children learn
through a constructivist approach, which entails building up
a child’s knowledge over time.
Some of his key theories were:
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e 3 Modes of Representation
e Spiral Curriculum
e Scaffolding
His theories are still applied into modern day classrooms.
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Frobel

e Froebel was a pedagogue
pioneer who lived between
1782-1852 in Germany. (1)

¢ His ideas that children had
unique needs and capabilities
shaped his theories and the
foundations of modern
education. (2)

e He valued the role of the
parents and peers,
recognising their importance
in a child’s growth. (3)
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Froebel’s gifts
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\ - children about the processes
of the world around them,

' ‘ ﬁ ﬁ helping them learn through
= sensory play. (8)
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N In a year 1 classroom, children are
introduced to Gift 7 which is a set of
colourful plates organised in different
shapes. They are used to show children
i, / pattern creation, mirroring, and problem

// solving. (9)
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3 Modes of Representation

¢ Enactive Representation (0-1Years)
e Action-based learning
e Learning through play
e “Encoding physical action-based information and storing it in our
memory” (McLeod, 2025)
Iconic Representation (1-6 Years)
e Image-based learning
¢ Being able to picture information in the mind
e Diagrams and images
¢ “Move from physical manipulation of objects to mental
visualization” (Distance Learning Institute, 2024)
Symbolic Representation
e Symbol-based learning
e Where one thing is used to represent another
e Maths, language, building blocks
¢ Information is made of symbol systems
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Scaffolding

Scaffolding is where a child will learn through adult support,
expanding their knowledge and independence and slowly
removing the adult support.

e Can be thought of like scaffolding on a building

e Scaffolding can be used for all ages, topics and classes

e “Enables learners to achieve tasks beyond their
unassisted abilities” (Early Years TV, 2025)

How it is used in a classroom:
e Building an answer using small questions so the child \ /
reaches the answer /
¢ Fine motor skills //

e All areas of development
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The importance of nature

Froebel sees that outdoor learning is important for
children to understand the interrelationships of
the living world and ensures they grow up to
respect the planet.

He advocated for children to be exposed to all
forms of nature, allowing them to experience the
energy, sound and colour of the outside world. (16)

This can be seen in a year 1 classroom when
children are encouraged to grow their own plant in
school, or school trips to a conservation park. (17)
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Learning through play

e Froebel saw that children learnt about the world
around them through the direct experience of

play.(13)

e Role-play and storytelling is vital for children to
learn about and represent aspects of their live.(14)

e This can be seen in a year 1 classroom through the
use of storyboards where children are encouraged
to break down stories and create their own in a
visual manner.(15)
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