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The passage that has been taken from Nagy’s translation of the Homeric Hymns to Demeter, in this passage Demeter is going through a process of grief from losing her daughter Persephone and having no indication of where she has gone. (Hom. Hymn Dem 90 - 91). The whereabouts of Persephone is known by the audience to be with Hades in the underworld. This section is a very pivotal moment in the hymns since this section highlights the mortality that a deity can experience as well as the ways that the Greek religion can differ from city state to city state which then gives modern audiences insight into the ancient world. 

Demeter’s sense of mortality comes from the feeling of grief that she feels from the loss of her daughter Persephone. With Demeter being an Olympian, she would be expected to be beyond the level of mortal emotions such as grief, however it can be evidently clear that Demeter has been overcome by this mortal feeling with how “she was visited with by grief even more terrible than before” (Hom. Hymn Dem 90). With this small moment that is shown into how Demeter is feeling about the loss of her only daughter, it shows that even though she is a high goddess being an Olympian she is still powerless to stop the mortal feelings of grief overcome her. Following on from this in how Demeter reacts to the disappearance of Persephone. Demeter leaves the company of the other Gods completely and by doing this isolates herself. This is very obviously a stage of depression that Demeter is going through. With the emotions that Demeter is going though in this hymn, it can even be argued that the Gods are closer linked to the mortals then they would let them believe so and because of this Demeter then goes down to wander Greece in disguise by “shading over her appearance” (Hom. Hymn Dem 94). This is very important because this then links back to Demeter being above the place of mortals being able to freely change her appearance and hide her godly presence. 

Another point that the hymn of Demeter makes to the audience is how the different city states differ in the religious aspects of the same religion. This can be seen in the section of text when its talking about how she was in the city state of Eleusis with its being described as “Fragrant with incense” (Hom. Hymn Dem 97). The reason that this can be of high relevance in how Homer is showing the ways the same religion of the Greek world changes from place to place. The use of that short sentence can indicate that Eleusis worships Demeter more than the other gods. Considering back in this time period this was a normal thing to do in the religion of the ancient world with worshiping one Greek god more then another. For modern audiences this specification of worshiping Demeter would be referred to as the cult of Demeter and this hymn is the birth of the cult. This then can assist with how Demeter in parts past the passage that she becomes a caretaker for the youngest son for the Eleusis royal family. So, looking at the hymn to Demeter from a story perspective this would make sense since with Eleusinian's would become major followers of Demeter. Then the natural draw for the Goddess to go to the people who would be fated to followers of her. Further down in the section of the hymn there can be seen a situation where the connection to the cult of Demeter can be more clearly seen is in the description of the daughters of the royal family of Eleusis when they are all described as “Looking like goddesses with their bloom of adolescence” (Hom. Hymn Dem 108). With the use of the word bloom, it can be linked to the blooming of flowers and plants in which Demeter is the goddess over. Then also comparing the daughters to goddesses can be taken into a religious aspect that since this is the sequence of events that leads to the birth of the cult of Demeter, and that they then model the depictions of Demeter upon these girls with they have the flawless beauty of the goddess.

A fundamental issue that is however made in just this passage alone is that the mortality of the Goddess with how broken she would feel from losing her only daughter to Hades and not knowing if she would ever return. The stages of grief that would have followed are never explored. With how they compared Demeter’s grief and her crying state from finding out that Hades has taken her daughter to that of one of Hades hounds. (Hom. Hymn Dem 90). The comparison that was made is highly significant since with Demeter being a goddess of life, fertility and harvest and one of Hades hounds being that which is linked to death. The significance of this is that this shows Demeter’s most vulnerable moment and her sorrow over losing her daughter can turn her nature to the opposite of its true self. This alone shows the mortality that the gods can truly have. This however is not continued from and goes straight to the beginning of how the cult of Demeter is formed by the Goddess herself. The issue that is created from this is that the mortality of Demeter is shown but then skipped right over back into the divinity of the Goddess completely.

To conclude, the passage of text goes over the how Demeter was left to feel mortal from the loss of her daughter and that because of this the audience was shown that even gods are at the whims of their emotions and that with how she deals with that grief is to isolate herself from her kinship and disguise herself as a mortal to get away from herself and the pain of losing her daughter. What is also found in this section is that it’s the very birth of the cult with the sections discreet ways that the cult is being alluded to from the beginning with the mentions of Eleusis, however with these two points there is an issue made over skipping the parental mortal grief that Demeter is experiencing to go back to her divinity and the creation of her main religious following. 
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