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Introduction
This paper will compare and contrast the treatment of the astrological use of Saturn in three sources; Saturn: A New Look At An Old Devil, by Liz Greene, Anthology by Vettius Valens, and Christian Astrology, by William Lilly.[footnoteRef:1] This paper will focus only on certain associations of Saturn, particularly how the authors ascribe qualities to Saturn, the role of Saturn as a malefic planet, how Saturn might be seen beneficially, and finally Saturn’s relationship to homosexuality. Although the three sources mentioned will be the major focus of this paper, other will also be referenced, in some cases for context.     [1:  Liz Greene, Saturn: A New Look At An Old Devil, York Beach, Maine: Samuel Weiser, 1976 [hereafter Greene, Saturn]; Vettius Valens, Anthology, trans. Mark Riley http://www.csus.edu/indiv/r/rileymt/ Vettius%20Valens%20entire.pdf [accessed 10 May 2018] [hereafter Valens]; William Lilly, Christian Astrology, 3rd ed. (London: Regulus Publishing, [1647] 1985) [hereafter, Lilly, CA)] 

Major sources
Some understanding of the authors and time period in which the authors are writing may be necessary to provide context and avoid anachronism, especially where issues of morality may arise.
Vettius Valens
Vettius Valens was a 2nd century Greek astrologer, born in Antioch. His major work, the Anthology, was written in Greek, took over twenty years to write, and spans nine books which cite over 125 horoscopes.[footnoteRef:2] Books I-III deal with the basics of astrology, with the remainder of the work focusing on predictive techniques, particularly the prediction of the native’s death.[footnoteRef:3]  [2:  Mark Riley, “A Survey of Vettius Valens”, California State University, Sacramento, http://www.csus.edu/indiv/r/rileymt/pdf_folder/vettiusvalens.pdf [accessed 10 May 2018] [hereafter Riley, A Survey], p.1]  [3:  Riley, A Survey, p.7] 

William Lilly
William Lilly was a 17th century English astrologer who is credited as the first astrologer to publish a major astrological treatise in English, and who Philip Graves has suggested is “the most influential astrologer to have written in English”.[footnoteRef:4] His major work, Christian Astrology, is comprised of three books; Book One deals with the basics of the astrological toolkit, Book Two with a branch of astrology known as Horary, and Book Three deals with natal astrology.  [4:  Philip Graves, Foreword, in William Lilly, William Lilly's History of his Life and Times, From the Year 1602 to 1681, annotated by Wade Caves, Rubedo Press, 2015, p.ix] 

Liz Greene
Liz Greene is an astrologer and academic born in the 20th century whose first major book was Saturn: A New Look at An Old Devil, first published in 1976. The book is split into 6 major chapters, the first four of which take an astrological element and focus on Saturn’s relationship to them, and the last two chapters on aspects Saturn makes in a nativity or between two separate horoscopes. As Liz Greene is still alive today, and has published several other works, this paper will just focus on this book in isolation. 
Saturn’s Qualities
Book One of the Anthology by Valens begins focusing on the nature and signification of the planets, which, for Saturn include coldness and moistness, including “injuries arising from cold and moisture, such as dropsy”.[footnoteRef:5] Lilly describes Saturn not as cold and moist, but instead as “cold and dry”, perhaps drawing on Ptolemy who suggested that Saturn may be cold and dry “because [Saturn] is furthest removed both from the sun’s heat and moist exhalations around the earth” and Lilly paraphrases Ptolemy’s rationale, describing Saturn as “far removed from the heat of the Sun” suggesting Lilly had Ptolemy in mind in assigning these qualities.[footnoteRef:6] Ptolemy himself may be referencing Aristotle who describes moisture surrounding the earth, and influences from the Sun causing heat; Saturn, being removed from both is lacking heat and moisture.[footnoteRef:7] Being cold and dry is therefore the lack of heat and moisture, rather than something producing coldness or dryness. This difference between Lilly and Valens may indicate a competing tradition of the qualities, perhaps a Stoic tradition for Valens, which included moisture, and an Aristotelian one for Lilly, via Ptolemy, which included dryness. Greene does not relate physical qualities to Saturn, suggesting instead that “Saturn symbolises a psychic process”, however does relate Saturn to “apparent emotional coldness” and so Saturn can be said to be cold, but may be psychological rather than physical.[footnoteRef:8] All three authors, therefore, agree on relating Saturn to coldness, but Valens and Lilly disagree on moisture/dryness, suggesting a competing tradition. [5:  Valens, p.5 ]  [6:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, trans. by F. E. Robbins (Loeb Classical Library 435. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1940), Book 1 pp.35-36; Lilly, CA, p.59]  [7:  Aristotle, Meteorologica. Translated by H. D. P. Lee. Loeb Classical Library 397. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1952. Book II, p.133]  [8:  Greene, Saturn, p.10, p.166] 

Malefic planets
Saturn as Malefic
All three sources note that Saturn, along with Mars, are malefic planets, a concept which associates negative, difficult or pejorative associations with Saturn dating back to ancient Babylon.[footnoteRef:9] Lilly states that Saturn is the “Greater Infortune” and “full of revenge and malice”, and Greene acknowledges a tradition of Saturn being malefic bringing “limitation, frustration, hard-work”.[footnoteRef:10] Valens doesn’t explicitly refer to Saturn as a malefic, though Saturn being a malefic can be inferred when associated with “reversals, ruin, dangers, injuries, and diseases”.[footnoteRef:11] An example by Valens notes that “Saturn casts its rays from a point in opposition and Mars from a point square with the same degrees <in Libra> and cause death”, so, for Valens, the malefic Saturn helps cause the death which connotes a sense of fatedness.[footnoteRef:12] Valens espouses his views on fate saying “Some are fated to have unwanted experiences and to be unable to act as they desire” and we can infer that Saturn, connoting difficulty, contributes to that fate.[footnoteRef:13] Lilly advises astrologers to “let [their clients] know their hard fate by degrees” suggesting Lilly also held some view of fate likely involving the malefic Saturn.[footnoteRef:14] Greene, however, advises that people “do not earn free will except through self-discovery”, and that the painful experiences associated with Saturn can encourage the individual to engage in that self-discovery and win their free will, or otherwise will “seem that he is the pawn of fate”.[footnoteRef:15] Valens also encourages an individual to engage with painful experience, suggesting "the bad will be blunted and worn away by his contentment”. Therefore, all three authors describe Saturn as malefic bringing difficult experiences, with Valens and Lilly suggesting those experiences be fated, but Valens and Greene argue for engagement with these experiences as a path to wisdom or contentment. This suggests that apparently difficult experiences described by Saturn could be beneficial for Greene and Valens. [9:  Francesca Rochberg, In the Path of the Moon: Babylonian Celestial Divination and Its Legacy, Leiden: Brill, 2010, Chapter 6]  [10:  Lilly, CA, Book Two, p58, p84;  Greene, Saturn, p.10]  [11:  Valens, p.26]  [12:  Valens, p.65]  [13:  Valens, p.95]  [14:  Lilly, CA, “To The Student In Astrology” ]  [15:  Greene, Saturn, pp.11-12] 

Saturn as Benefic
Greene associates Saturn with “wisdom and self–discipline” but requires conscious effort where “each delay, disappointment, or fear may be utilised as a means for greater insight”.[footnoteRef:16] However, as effort cannot be seen in the horoscope, Saturn being experienced benefically or malefically likewise cannot be seen.  [16:  Greene, Saturn, pp.10-12] 

Valens and Lilly also note that Saturn can be beneficial. However, unlike Greene, both authors suggest that whether Saturn is seen as malefic or benefic can be seen by the configuration of Saturn in the horoscope itself. Lilly lists its positive characteristics when Saturn is dignified, i.e. positioned in a sign which strengthens it.[footnoteRef:17] Valens includes positive characteristics when Saturn is ‘in sect’; that is, when configured well in a horoscope set during daylight hours. Valens makes the point explicit saying, in Book II, that if the malefics “be configured properly, in their own sects, they are actively positive” and “bestowers of good”.[footnoteRef:18] Roughly 20 years of experience later, in Book VIII, Valens expands this to include the character of the individual, possibly not seen in the horoscope, stating “malefics are really malefic for average or humble nativities” and less so for “lofty” ones.[footnoteRef:19] All three authors then allow for Saturn to act beneficially, but only Greene and perhaps Valens allow contexts unique to the individual’s character to determine whether Saturn is experienced either malefically or beneficially, with these contexts not evidenced in the horoscope.  [17:  Lilly, CA, Book One, p.101-103]  [18:  Valens, p.26]  [19:  Valens, p.125] 

Saturn and Homosexuality
Valens and Greene associate Saturn with homosexuality whilst Lilly doesn’t explicitly mention it. Greene notes a “disturbing” correlation of a configuration of Saturn with homosexual men, and pathologises this position as a failure to connect with women healthily.[footnoteRef:20] Greene’s use of the word ‘disturbing’ and subsequent pathologising of homosexuality as emotional difficulty suggests homosexuality is not considered healthy. A similar opinion may be evidenced from an article published in an astrological journal, entitled “The Astrology of Sexual Deviation” by Wil Richter.[footnoteRef:21] Richter examined 100 horoscopes of sexual “deviants” (homosexual men), who were not jailed or in therapy for their “condition”.[footnoteRef:22] Language like “condition” and “deviant” may carry pejorative undertones, further evidenced from tabulated “causes” such as “fear of impotence”, “difficulties with women”, “factor in rape victims” and “coldness in love, perhaps a prostitute”, all of which Richter associates with aspects of Saturn.[footnoteRef:23] Richter draws attention to some homosexual men having “sadistic or masochistic” tendencies, connoting that these tendencies directly relate to homosexuality, and is reductive in imagining homosexuality as  merely “deviant choices” leading to a preference for anal sex.[footnoteRef:24] Both Greene and Richter ignore female homosexuality and, as Richter, at least, dwells on penetration and anal sex, a distaste to male homosexual acts may frame this focus at a moral or taste level. That a published article describes homosexuality as a ‘condition’ juxtaposed with prostitution, rape and sadism may suggest a culture which sees homosexuality pejoratively, from which Greene’s “disturbing” frequency emerges, published 5 years later.  [20:  Greene, Saturn, p.50]  [21:  Wil Richter, ‘The Astrology of Sexual Deviation’, Today’s Astrologer, American Federation of Astrologer, XXXIII, 9 (1971) [hereafter Richter, Sexual Deviation]]  [22:  Richter, Sexual Deviation, p.22]  [23:  Richter, Sexual Deviation, p.29]  [24:  Richter, Sexual Deviation, p.30] 

Valens associates Saturn to “syndromes” such as “homosexuality and depravity”.[footnoteRef:25] Valens provides an example of a man who “was homosexual and had unmentionable vices” due to Saturn’s relationship to a “lewd” sign in a “pathic” sign.[footnoteRef:26] However ‘homosexual’ is translated from kínaidos, and, as J.J. Winkler points out “the meaning of kínaidos is distinct from that of ‘homosexual’ in modern parlance”, and crudely connotes a femininity and passive sexual partner.[footnoteRef:27] As Winkler argues, the kínaidos was imagined as a social and sexual deviant, not “because their nature is unnatural” but that the sexual “pleasures are more powerful than nature”, which suggests that kínaidoi were not just homosexual but somehow essentially lacking character or discipline to resist pleasure from sexual penetration which their masculine nature is expected to resist.[footnoteRef:28] Perhaps this focus on lacking self-restraint is why Valens associates, a presumably weak, Saturn with kínaidoi; reminiscent of Greene’s association of Saturn to “self-discipline”. Saturn is associated therefore with homosexuality by Greene and Valens, who both pathologise homosexuality, and words like “disturbing” and “lewd” may evidence a pejorative attitude. [25:  Valens, p.1]  [26:  Valens, p.50]  [27:  J.J. Winkler, The Constraints of Desire: The Anthropology of Sex and Gender in Ancient Greece, Taylor & Francis, 2013, p.45 [hereafter The Constraints of Desire]]  [28:  Winkler, The Constraints of Desire, p.46] 

Conclusion
Saturn is described as a malefic planet associated with difficulties and hardship by all three authors, but all allow ways for which Saturn may be seen beneficially. For Lilly and Valens this can be partially seen from the horoscope, but for Greene it cannot, and is instead dependent upon the individual’s consciousness. Both Greene and Valens encourage engagement with painful experience, suggested by Saturn, so as to achieve wisdom and contentment. All three authors describe Saturn in terms of fatedness, for which Lilly and Valens appear to be more aligned with a hard-fatedness, and for which Greene recognises that events in a native’s life can feel fated, but in fact can be negotiated with via greater consciousness. Finally, Greene and Valens both relate homosexuality to Saturn, focusing only on male homosexuals, and for Valens specifically the passive partner. Both pathologise homosexuality as being some failure in the individual. For Greene, it relates to difficulties in female relationship, and for Valens it may be a lack of self-restraint from homosexual penetration. It is important, however, to avoid anachronistic understandings of homosexuality. It is curious that neither author focuses on female homosexuality, and it may be that the emphasis on male homosexual acts is considered more distasteful than female homosexual acts which may be fetishized or less distasteful, possibly reflecting a social standard of the times the works were written in. 
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