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Draft Title:

Discuss how the conflict between the Optimate and Populare politicians in the late Republic led to the end of Rome as a Republic.

Abstract:

- Discussing the key individuals who had a major influence throughout this time.
- Analyse the social and political factors that determine whether a politician should be classified as an ‘Optimate’ or a ‘Populare’.
- Make own judgement on which of these significant events mark the end of the Republic, but not necessarily the start of Rome as an Empire.

For my research I have gathered a wide selection of modern scholarship relating to the fall of the Roman Republic. My main argument is going to focus on the specific conflict between the group of Optimate and Populare senators at the time of the late republic; being that Cicero defines the Republic as only containing these two groups,[footnoteRef:1] it seems appropriate to discuss the conflict in this manner. Swithinbank makes it clear in her review of ‘Beyond Populares and Optimates’ that there is more to Roman Republic politics than to simply distinguish the politicians into two groups, explaining that social background is a factor in determining how a politician might behave.[footnoteRef:2] However, whilst there is other terminology for describing Republican politics, it would be more applicable for me to categorise each of the politicians as Cicero does because it becomes apparent that these two groups face each other in civil conflict. Particularly, I will focus on the civil wars including Sulla against Marius and Caesar against Pompey; as well as the stubborn nature of the Optimates in the 60s BC, as described by Dio Cassius,[footnoteRef:3] which undoubtably led to the formation of the first triumvirate and ultimately Caesar’s rise to power. Throughout the essay, it will be necessary to evaluate the reliability of our ancient sources such as Cicero and Caesar being that they are writing during the time of these events with their own agendas in mind.  [1:  Cic. Sest. 45. ]  [2:  Swithinbank. P. 316. ]  [3:  Dio. 37.43-58. ] 



Draft Structure: 

Introduction (250 words):
· Main aim of the project and what I intend to focus my writing on.
· Include sources used, ancient and modern. 
· What is the meaning and purpose of my title?
Section one (850 words):
· My first section will explain what it means to be a ‘populare’ or an ‘optimate’ giving classic examples of politicians who filled these rolls and what impact they had on the Republic. Argue whether there should be more breadth on the terminology of these Republican politicians inducing the social factors to explain their behaviour.
Section two (850 words):
· For the second section I will focus on the Sulla and Marius conflict and show how this began the unofficial political war between the Optimate and Populare senators. It is important to include the rise to power of figures like Pompey and Crassus under Sulla; resulting in their consulship in 70 BC. 
Section three (850 words):
· The third section will look closely at the 60s BC and the formation of the first triumvirate leading to Caesar’s conceivably tyrannical consulship of 59 BC. 
· I will evaluate the impact of the way in which the Optimate’s behaved during the 60s BC as they refused to comply with any demands from other politicians.  
Section four (850 words):
· The fourth and possibly final section I will go into detail on the conflict between Caesar and Pompey after Caesar’s successful campaign in Gaul. I will further analyse the effects of Caesar’s dictatorship after these events and show how it angered the Optimate senators enough to want to kill him. 
Conclusion (350 words):
· Final argument explaining the effects that the conflict had on the eventual failure of the Republic, making my own conclusion on which individual was the most influential.
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