 

POLICING TERRORISM
Supportive Paper on the Increase of Terror attacks and deaths around the world in the last couple of years and explain the trend around behind this.



This assignment will address socioeconomic factors that contributed to the rise in terror attacks and death in recent years. It will also discuss the impact globalisation had on economic disparities and the relation this has to terrorism. It will give an example of a country suffering with terrorism due to socioeconomic factors. It will also discuss how terrorism can be stopped. Poverty is a socioeconomic factor that contributed to terrorism.
According to Cooney, (2019) Poverty has helped contribute to terrorism as these terrorist organisations can fill the gap with necessary resources that the government are not providing. This would cause people to radicalise due to these terror organisations providing the necessary resources that they require. Another factor that contributes to radicalisation is Unemployment. Young people with no job would be promised work and status (Dunne, 2015). This could then cause people to radicalise against the government and to align with the terrorist organisation as they would be promised work and money which is ultimately what they want. A lack of education is another socioeconomic factor that have contributed to terrorism. This is due to people in schools often getting silenced which causes them to choose terrorism in the future (El Rayess, 2021). The long-term effects are that more children could fall into this category, which means more people following the ideology of terror organisations. Due to being silenced they then had a lack of education, meaning they are not able to educate themselves or get educated on terrorism and terrorist organisations.
Globalisation has a massive impact on terrorism and economic factors and disparities. Globalisation affects inequality (National Academies, 2010). Globalisation would not have an advantage in Poorer countries especially compared to richer and more developed countries as globalisation tends to target richer and more developed countries. This is backed by Huh, Park, (2019) who suggests that richer countries gain from globalisation. This can be done by improving the overall economy in the area which would boost jobs in the area and tourism meaning that organisations would get the exposure that they need. Globalisation would also work on advancements on technology as well as international connections. This would then ultimately mean that Terrorist organisations would form within these countries as they would already have a foundation whereas in less developed countries, they would have to build everything from the ground up. The overall link to terrorism is that globalisation can lead to disputes between different groups (Lutz, Lutz, 2016). Due to globalisation different people with different overall views on economic disparities can cause friction and can leave people feeling marginalised. This would then make it more likely for someone to radicalise and commit terrorism. This is so they can show the group who they are disputing what their overall message and morals are and what actions they would overcome and commit. This can then lead to war over a longer period of time.
In the Sahel region of Africa, countries such as Mali and Niger there has had terrorism caused from socioeconomic factors. This is because according to Debrah (2021), multiple crucial service workers leave their job due to the fear of being killed or attacked by terrorist organisations. The leading terrorist organisation in this region is Boko Haram. This has a massive impact on the local community as the necessary services would not be there. An example would be children would not be educated without teachers and healthcare would drastically worsen due to no doctors being available. This would then potentially cause somebody to radicilise as there is no education or healthcare readily available as people are leaving their jobs. This would then cause more services to be overrun as they would become crucial as they are the only services around, however they could also become fearful meaning their leave their jobs, causing even more issues.
There are a number of ways that improving socioeconomic factors can mitigate terrorism. The first two ways are directly linked. The first way is to cut of the resources of the terrorist organisations (Omelicheva, Webb, 2020).​This can be done by focusing the funding on Counterterrorism. Other countries can adopt counter-terrorism programs like the UK. In the UK, we have Contest as a counterterrorism program. For Contest to work, they need to have the 4ps. These are Prevent, Pursue, Protect, Prepare (Gearson, Rosemont, 2015). It can be important for other countries to adopt a similar type of counterterrorism strategy. Doing this can mean that terror organisations would not be able to operate and facilitate any actions or attacks in their region as counterterrorism is in place. This would then make terrorism less likely within poorer countries which can then directly improve the economic disparities on globalisation. Omelicheva, Webb, (2020) also suggests working on reducing the amount of recruitment that terrorist organisation can do. This can be done by weaking the overall strategies that they employ, stopping any media posts about attacks they are planning or have already done. This would then require these terrorist organisations to think outside of the box or make new strategies. Stopping an event that terrorist organisations put together can have an impact as if an event is stopped, they would not be able to recruit any individuals to follow their ideology. The last way in which improving socioeconomic problems can help to mitigate terrorism is by improving social welfare of the community (Marsden, Copeland, 2020). If countries put more of a focus on mental and physical health along with improving unemployment rates, then the local community would be less likely to radicalise as they would have their priorities met. If health care is not taken care of then the community could feel abandoned and left out, meaning that they could follow the ideologies of the terrorist organisations.
This assignment has supported the idea that socioeconomic factors have help the increase of terrorist attacks and deaths. It also explained an area in the world which has been affected by terrorism due to socioeconomic factors as well as talking about how globalisation affects economic disparities. Finally, this assignment addressed improvements that can be made to help mitigate terrorism from occurring, especially due to socioeconomic factors.
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