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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).





Safeguarding children is led by robust legislative and policy guidelines within the UK. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is an internationally recognised legislation to protect the rights of children, and also advises UK law and policy (UK Government, 2023). Within the UK, the main guidance for protecting children is the Children Act (CA) 1989 and its revision in 2004 (UK Government, 2004), which outlines key principles that ‘the interests of the child should be paramount, and the state should work in partnership with parents’ (Waine et al, 2005 cited in Warren). The latter revision introduced Local Safeguarding Children Boards (LSCBs) to a more collaborative approach (UK Government, 2004). In Wales, Working Together to Safeguard People (WTSP) 2022 ‘sets out Welsh Government expectations in relation to safeguarding arrangements’ (Welsh Government, 2022b).

Within Wales, Part 7 of The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWB(W)A2014) is a legislative foundation to ‘safeguard and promote the welfare of children’ (Welsh Government, 2022a). This legislation promotes collaborative working with areas such as the police, education, health, and social care in order to protect children and young people’s wellbeing (Welsh Government, 2022a). S31 to 34 of the CA 2004 have been replaced by the provisions within the SSWB(W)A2014 (Welsh government, 2022a). S132-143 of the SSWB(W)A2014 sets out the implementation of The National Safeguarding Board for Wales, which oversees and coordinates the implementation of LSCBs policies, promoting a consistent approach throughout the country (Welsh Government, 2014). S135 of the SSWB(W)A2014 provides functions and objectives of LSCBs, namely in prevention and protection of ‘children within its area who are experiencing, or are at risk of, abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm’ (Welsh Government, 2014). 

In Wales, national guidelines are adapted to the specific needs of local communities, LSCBs, comprising representatives from local authorities, health services, and the police, coordinate efforts to safeguard children at a community level. Regional boards engage in risk assessment, policy development, and training initiatives tailored to local contexts (Welsh Government, 2014). The Safeguarding Board Wales contributes to the safeguarding agenda by facilitating collaboration among local authorities, sharing best practices, and contributing to policy development. It does this by reporting on ‘the adequacy and effectiveness of arrangements to safeguard children’ and makes improvement ‘recommendations’ to Welsh Government (National Independent Safeguarding Board, 2020). 

Those working with children in any setting have a duty to ‘share their concerns’ (Welsh Government, 2024), and promote a culture where safeguarding children is ‘everybody’s responsibility’ (Welsh Government, 2014a, p5). There is an importance to share ‘information in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and the Data Protection Act 2018’ (Welsh Government, 2014a, p6). S47 of the CA 1989 ‘duty to make enquiries’ and S130 of the SSWB(W)A 2014 ‘duty to report’ are important in the safeguarding process’ (Welsh Government, 2014 and 2022a). Practitioners are supported by Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019, which these outline the positions and accountabilities for practitioners when safeguarding children or adults ‘who are at risk of abuse and neglect’ (Welsh Government, 2024).

Within Wales, and the UK, legislative framework and national policies provide a comprehensive commitment to safeguarding children with collaboration, prevention and putting the child’s best interests at its heart.

Word count: 533


	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).




SSWB(W)A2014 defines a ‘child’ as ‘a person who is aged under 18’ (Welsh Government, 2014). Safeguarding children's focuses on the best interests of the child, guided by the legislations outlined in Question a of this Task. Safeguarding adults is guided by Part 7 including S126 and S129 of the SSWB(W)A2014 and involves the Mental Capacity Act (MCA)(2005). 

Local authorities have a responsibility to ‘make enquiries’ where there is a ‘reasonable cause to suspect a child is suffering, or is likely to suffer, significant harm’ (Welsh government, 2022a). Within child protection, S31(9) of the Children Act (1989) defines ‘harm’ as ‘ill-treatment or the impairment of health or development, including, for example, impairment suffered from seeing or hearing the ill-treatment of another’ (UK Government, 1989), thus encompassing more than physical violence, such as sexual and emotional abuse (Welsh government, 2022a). 

For adults, it is S126 of the SSWB(W)A2014 that places a duty on local authorities to undertake investigations if it suspects that a person is an “adult at risk”. The SSWB(W)A2014 defines this as someone ‘experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect’, ‘has needs for care and support (whether the authority is meeting any of those needs)’ and ‘as a result of those needs is unable to protect himself or herself against the abuse or neglect or the risk of it’ (Welsh Government, 2014).

For adults, the SSWB(W)A2014 gives local authorities a process to establish if an adult suspected of being at risk ‘can make decisions freely’, and ‘to establish whether any action should be taken, and if so, what action’ (Welsh Government, 2022a). The MCA (2005) is crucial in adult social work, however this applies to people over 16, so applies to young people who would be classed as children under the CA 2004 and the SSWB(W)a 2014 (NHS, 2024). The MCA 2005 provides a framework to ‘protect and empower’ (NHS, 2024) those who lack capacity to make decisions about issues that affect them. Practitioners must engage in decision-making processes that involve the ‘adult at risk’ as much as possible (MCA, 2005).

In contrast, in children’s safeguarding, legislation takes a child-centred approach to promote the welfare of the child ‘and that they are best looked after within their families, with their parents playing a full part in their lives, unless compulsory intervention in family life is necessary’ (UK Government, 2023, p11).  There may be instances where a child’s wishes can be taken into consideration, for example Gillick competence and Fraser guidelines are used to ‘help assess whether a child has the maturity to make their own decisions and to understand the implications of those decisions’ (Social Care Wales, 2023).
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