A primary research project has been carried out throughout this experiment as people will have been provided with questionnaires to complete, and patterns and trends were examined and gathered from the findings, rather than evaluations of previous research conducted by other researchers have been performed. The questionnaires are based upon the gaps found in the recent literature review regarding vulnerabilities surrounding county lines, and what the police are doing to tackle county lines. 
Questionnaires were provided to ten persons, from three different target groups: general response police officers, specialist organised crime police officers, and members of the public. These three groups were provided the questionnaires, this provides a more wholistic and rounded result, showing different people’s perspectives on drug misuse, adverse childhood experiences, and police action. The objective of this research is to outline the vulnerabilities around county lines, for example, what children are at highest risk of being exploited, and why they get involved in county lines, also, to establish what Welsh police forces are doing to tackle county lines and protect the vulnerable. It is possible, that there will be differing viewpoints from both general police officers, and specialist organised crime officers. However, it is also interesting to compare those viewpoints, to that of a general member of public. There are ten questionnaires consisting of multiple-choice answers, short response answers, and yes or no answers sent to each group. This allows opportunities to analyse clear patterns ad trends, and to make it fair and representable. 
This research project is to gather quantitative research, as there are thirty participants. The findings of this data are presented in several graph and table formats, showing peoples knowledge and awareness of county lines, adverse childhood experiences, vulnerabilities, and the drug issues that exist in Wales today. There findings are presented to show what the police believe themselves to be doing to tackle those issues, and what the public see the police to be doing, this part of the findings may be slightly more qualitative, and short answers will be required for those specific questions. No external data analysing programmes were used, the researcher can analyse and evaluate the findings and present them manually.
All research carried out faces’ limitations and problems. One of which is that questionnaires are provided to individuals, however they may not be completed and returned, meaning that the findings may be unrepresentable and unfair because an equal number of questionnaires are supplied to each ground of individuals. Participants can withdraw from the research project at any point and are made aware of this. To make the questionnaire as easy and comfortable for all persons, everyone had the opportunity to have it printed and them complete a hard copy manually, or have it emailed and return it to the researcher, meaning that this is easily accessible to all persons, and ensures that COVID is not creating a barrier. 
The Drugs Act 2005 is an act to make provision in connect with drug misuse, and making orders to supplement anti-social behaviour, in cases where drug misuse or prescribed factors, causing antisocial behaviour issues (legislation.gov, 2022). The Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 categorises drugs into three separate categories, class A, class B and class C. Class A are those drugs that are considered most dangerous, and therefore carry a most harsh sentence. Class C are deemed as those less likely to cause significant harm, and therefore, carries a more lenient sentence (department of health, 2020). The Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 largely consolidates earlier legislation, however, there were further amendments, such as the creation of the Advisory Council on the misuse of drugs, which introduced the concept of irresponsible prescribing. The Tribunal procedure gave the Home Secretary the power to introduce strict standards of security. Likewise, it be illegal to supply prescribed drugs to another person not permitted to have them (Department of health, 2020).
In summary, this research project carried out consists of thirty participants completing quantitative questionnaires which are provided to ten general response officers, ten specialist organised crime officers, and then members of the public. These groups have been selected to provide a fair and representative outlook and overview of vulnerabilities surrounding county lines. Each group potentially have different views and opinions and have greater understandings in particular areas than others. Each participant is anonymous other than stating their age range and which research group they are in. There is a gap in current research projects, whereby the research appears to be bias towards police doing little to tackle county lines, or bias towards vulnerable people being responsible for engaging in gang life. The questionnaires cover both the topics of drug misuse in communities; and police involvement in trying to engage and prevent it. Attention will be placed upon adverse childhood experiences, and how many people believe that those children suffering from them, are likely to become involved in a gang and drug taking.  Previous research suggests that almost 60% of adults report having suffered at least one adverse childhood experience. 25% of adults report suffering three or more adverse childhood experience (JAMA paediatrics, 2017). In 2016 Juveniles committed almost 10% of all violent crimes reported in the United Kingdom (Freeze. C, 2019). The NHS found a link between those experiencing numerous adverse childhood experiences (ACEs), and those willing to engage in risk taking activities which are harmful to their health and associated with criminal behaviour. Public Health Wales and NHS Trust (2015) found that individuals who have experienced four or more ACEs are twelve times more likely to be a victim of violence, fifteen times more likely to be the perpetrator of violence, and twenty times more likely to be in prison at some point in their lifetime. The aim of this research is to establish if this will mirror and evidence these findings, or suggest otherwise, and what can be done to prevent this happening. 
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