P.154 – Reading exercise 

I hear that among the people of Catina there is a shrine of Ceres. Everyone knows that men are not allowed to enter into that shrine. The rumour is that women and young girls are accustomed to carry out the sacred rites there. Many assert that in that shrine was a very old statue of Ceres. Cicero said that Verres’ slaves had lifted this statue from that place at night and that this matter seemed to everyone to be the most appalling. Cicero said that Verres had then ordered a certain friend to find and accuse someone else, for he did not want to be under accusation himself. Cicero asserted that the friend had reported the name of a certain slave, had accused the slave, and had given false testimony against him, but that the senate of Catina had called the priestesses and had asked them about the whole affair. Cicero said that the priestesses had all seen everything, and the senate had said that the slave was innocent. Cicero considered that the gentlemen of the jury had never heard worse crimes but would soon hear worse.
