Contemporary Challenges: Making a difference
Deforestation- palm oil, is there an alternative?

Video link:   CM ES EK EC Group Presentation .mp4
Research 
We started looking into deforestation and the effects of this. We found some interesting information out on Palm oil. Everyone in the group has contributed to the research.  
On our second meeting we stayed behind and worked as a team using the white board to create a mind map of ideas on the white board. (see below). We worked together to come up with not only the problems, but possible solutions. Thinking about it from different viewpoints to get different perspectives on the wicked problem. From this we chose two, then flipped a coin to pick one. This was deforestation. We went away to do some independent research, these topics included fossil fuels, poverty, ecosystems, bees, carbon neutral to name a few. This was before we decided that palm oil was going to be our wicked topic. 
Our third meeting is when we decided who would be doing what, and how we are going to do this. Everybody had a say on what they think and what they would like to be doing.  I decided that I wanted to work on the solution to the problem as I had found some interesting research to go with this. 
After looking at two leading universities within the Uk, we deicide that Bath University's research was the better route to go down.  As they had more funding for the research. Although Queen Margarets University has a fantastic idea of using the by-products of rapeseed oil and linseed oil. They are focusing on food within the baking industry. Meanwhile, Bath University who are being sponsored for the research. The founder of the idea for this has already launched its own cosmetic brand in the USA called Palmless which was trademarked in 2018. 
All the notes I have taken in our meetings have been included in this document as photo evidence. We met up in person instead of doing the lectures online. This was much easier,  as well as a teams meeting in the week.  We also set up a what app group so we could chat with each other and keep each other updated on how we were doing individually on our group assignment. 
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Script 
Thank you, Chloe and Ethan for sharing how palm oil affects us in this country as well as the destinating effects it has on the rest of the world due to deforestation. We are not only running out of time to solve this issue but running out of oxygen too.  
Now, I Truely believe that we may have found a solution to this wicked problem.  We have two leading university's right here in the UK, doing cutting edge work on an alternative to palm oil. From Queen Margaret University in Scotland down to Bath University. The solution will help stop deforestation and will help improve our carbon footprint. There is one in particular, I will be talking about today.  
In 2013, a group of Scientists in MIT university, New York decided they wanted to try and use “synthetic biology to create a subsite for palm oil”(C16BioScience 2023)  I am delighted to tell you that they succeeded and the founders of C16Bioscience. A company which has created a synthetic substitute for palm oil. To date they are producing 50 ,000 liter tanks of oil and have also launched a trademarked consumer cosmetic brand called plamless. (in 2018)
C16 have also branched out to here in the UK where Bath University is researching their product for the food industry. Here you can see Professor Chuck from Bath University, holding an example of the oil he and his team have created. This oil has been created by a unique yeast strain.  The process of creating this oil takes only 7 days from start to finish. This could really be a carbon neutral way of creating a leading substance, as an alternative to the palm oil industry, this yeast can be fed from unwanted food. There will be no waste either as the by product can also be used in creating a soya protein substitute. 
The research in Bath university has been funded by Clean Food Group. With £1.8 million. In 2022. Clean Food Group  describe themselves as “the future of oils and fats”(Clean Food Group 2024). Planning to lead the world going forward in sustainable resources for fats and oils.   Finding a way to introduce this new exciting product into the food industry. So, with this leading research could we ban palm oil in our foods in the UK and use the new alternatives? Which is better environment, healthier and can be locally sourced. Meaning a smaller carbon footprint. Not to mention, saving our rainforest of the world which provides us with the oxygen we need to be able to survive.  
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