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WEEK 3 HOMEWORK: MEDIEVAL SWANSEA

Witness: John ap Hywel
Occupation: He was a free man who was hired to work.
Relationship to William Cragh: He had known him for twelve years but clearly not closely since he did not know who William Cragh’s parents were.
Involvement in events: He was one of the crowd who watched the hanging and then came to see the body, though he did not actually see it.  He also appears to have periodically seen William Cragh as he recovered, which would not be surprising since he had some sort of acquaintanceship with him for twelve years.
Use of space: Besides talking about where events took place, John uses distance to estimate how long he thought that William had been hanging.
How reliable and valuable do I think his testimony to be: I think that John’s testimony is probably reliable.  I can think of three ways in which he would have an interest in inventing this story.  First, he could be wanting to help ensure the canonization of Thomas Cantilupe.  However, he testifies that he never heard about William’s vision and only mentions Thomas Cantilupe to say that he heard that William revived after being measured for Thomas.  This seems like he is just stating what he heard and not necessarily thinking that it is so.  Second, he could be trying to make William look better for having experienced a miraculous resurrection, but he does not seem to have liked him, reporting that people were happy when they thought that he was dead because of the trouble he had caused.  Third, he could be trying to get attention for himself by being able to connect himself to such a great miracle, but this does not seem likely.  He indicates that he hardly knew William and also says that he never actually saw William’s body because it was covered by a cloak.  He does not speak favorably of William other than to say that he ceased troubling people after the hanging, and hardly talks about Thomas Cantilupe, saying even that he had never heard of William’s vision.  While the fact that he mentions the measurement of William for Thomas Cantilupe and William’s apparently changed life would seem to support the idea that he believed William to be truly resurrected by Thomas Cantilupe, he says these things in passing, which seems to indicate that he may not be convinced.  Thus, it would seem that John is probably telling what he remembers as having happened.  He may have remembered some things incorrectly due to the passage of time or the influence of what other people said, and we may think that there is an explanation besides the miraculous intervention of Thomas Cantilupe, but it seems that John is trying to be honest, and therefore his testimony is valuable for understanding the hanging itself and any other study that the hanging sheds light on.
