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This article evaluates the research carried out by researcher's (McDonald, Lester, Michelson, 2023) the article explains the subject, objective, data collecting, methods and samples used for learning to understand. this article considers how learning research methods can help with later studies and future work.

TITLE:
she didn't know how to go back; 
School attendance problems in the context of COVID-19 pandemic – A multiple
Stakeholder qualitative study with parents and professional.

1: INTRODUCTION;
In this article it describes issues with attendance pre covid 19 pandemic with primary school children with SAPs and how it affected families. “School attendance problems (SAPs) typically emerge in primary school… and intervening early is instrumental in mitigating persistent absences.” (Havik et al., 2014; Cook et al., 2017; Ehrlich et al., 2014) Children had a tough time going back to school due to social anxiety “Poor school attendance is associated with adverse outcomes including low academic attainment, school drop‑out, unemployment and mental disorders.” (Egger et al., 2003; Kearney & Graczyk, 2014; O’Connor, 2017)

Covid – 19 pandemic caused disruption spreading around globally in 2020 the Global Health Organisation WHO recommendation to all countries around the world to execute health measures which were to include, isolation - from others if you had symptoms of the flu/cold, lockdown – staying indoors at home, Limited – large public gatherings, even if you required medical care or assistance you had to attend  appointments alone patients that were admitted in to hospital had to stay alone with no visitor's aloud due to the restriction. Doctors’ appointments were online. “SAPs have increased in the aftermath of [COVID‑19] closures, with 22% of children being persistently absent in England in Autumn 2021” (Children’s Commissioner, 2022).

Schools were closed for long period of time education was taught remote classes and sessions and meetings were online accessed. This situation affected children with SAPs and pre – existing anxiety and when returning back to school in person pre pandemic it was nerve racking and a uneasy feeling. This concerned parents about their children's health would they catch any germs or the covid strain when reattending school again. “Social care input had been suspended for 80% of UK families during the first period of lockdown.” (Waite et al., 2020) Schools noticed high level of unauthorised absences from school this became a big challenge. Second moving forward this study found ways of supporting families affected. professionals working with the children such as class teachers, special educational needs and support staff, doctors all these professionals were founded in southern England.

In the UK poor school attendance is associated with several harmful health effects and long-lasting results. Constant failure to attend went up drastically children who suffered from anxiety and needs were the minority who were affected the most.so intervention was much needed by professionals, “New interventions for SAPs must be sensitive to the ongoing COVID‑19 context… and address modifiable risk and protective factors” (McDonald, Lester & Michelson, 2023).

2: UNDERSTANDING THE PURPOSE AND RESEARCH QUESTION
This research investigated how school attendance problems (SAPs) evolved for primary aged children during the COVID-19 pandemic also shows what help and support was needed. The research also showed how COVID-19 affected children's attendance and how intervention and strategies could have helped. To understand the situation the researcher's directed their research at the children and families’ experiences, trying to recognise the main reasons for the attendance problems, emphasising actions that can help schools and the community. The aims included gathering information from parents and professionals taking notes on the challenges like anxiety and disrupted routines, recognising most effective plan to help and support to strengthen home and school connections Mullaney, and Rea, (2022).

3: UNDERSTANDING THE RESEARCH METHOD
There are three accepted research methods to collect and analyse information.  The Quantitative method demonstrates numerical data basically stated in numbers often chosen for survey, experiments were carried out. “Quantitative research is concerned with measurement and statistics, focusing on numerical data that can be analysed using mathematical techniques” (Bryman, 2016). Quantitative research methods collect database of information which include experiments of surveys, research also use meta-analyses where they merge from past studies for an overall statistical pattern from that they then use online or on paper questionnaires to collect outcome of answers (Cresswell, 2013).

This research used Qualitative method to study the experiences and perspectives of parents and professionals in regard to school attendance problems (SAPs) during COVID-19 the researchers collected information from people’s feelings and explaining their thoughts on COVID – 19 experience and why the school attendance was a issue and how the families and schools reacted to this. The goal was understanding what people experienced capture emotion like anxiety, disturbed routines and family life, stand for parents and professionals’ opinions and to suggest useful ways for schools and community could provide help and support. “We used a qualitative, mixed‑method design involving an online survey and semi‑structured interviews” (McDonald, Lester & Michelson, 2023, p. 387). 

This research used Qualitative and mixed method plan to analyse school attendance problems (SAPs) among primary aged school children during COVID – 19 pandemic. Mixed method included two qualitative steps an online survey and partially structured interviews to get a better understanding of the issues and experiences which expressed numerous viewpoints from parents and professionals (Cohen, Manion, & Morrison, 2018).

Researchers used qualitative mixed method design because it was two different types of qualitative data to understand the issues and problems caused school attendance during the Covid – 19 phase 1 asked parents and professionals to complete open ended questionnaire these surveys let people express freely about their feelings and worries difficulties the support they received any help they is still required. Qualitative research methods can be relating to understand people or groups of people with shared beliefs, doing face to face interviews. Research looks at many different types of records such as documents like letters, or medical or hospital records photographs audio and video recordings even in person meeting, looking through person files, this all done in depth to understand different experiences.

4.PRIMARY AND SECONDARY DATA
The key difference between primary and secondary data is in the source. Primary data is information collected by researchers first hand for a particular study, whereas secondary data is information that is already existing. (plutuseducation no date) This research depended on primary data, interviews and surveys created and carried out by researching team to meet the research questions. the data collected was from 20 parents and 19 professionals in phase 1. And phase 2 data collected from 10 parents 12 professionals. All interviews were voice and transcript recorded. The data was analysed using thematic framework, this the proper method to read qualitative data and identify the ideas that relate to the research questions (Gale et al.,2013) researchers used mixed of strategies with some themes predicted to see founded by the study aims and put the interview answers among these themes for the outcome of the analysis.
The methods chosen for the study for were suitable, using a qualitative two-part structure this method is based more on the focus of personal experiences and insight rather than numbers. The study recognised three key themes about SAPs, how parents and professionals reacted, this helped and understand researchers where help and support was required. Using two stakeholder groups improved trust. This two part interview method fits the study well, because most mothers who took part in this research were white British the results will not show fathers views of experiences of families from different ethnic groups.     

5.CONCULSION
This research report explains how a Qualitative study by McDonald, Lester and Michelson (2023) is put into sections to demonstrate how the research is built. The report studied school attendance problems along with primary school children during the Covid -19 pandemic in Southern England. This study used parents and professionals. The study looked into understanding the difficulties occurred and why they happened also ways of support that would be easy access for families. The study also used two phase qualitative method in the research collecting information through surveys and structured interviews finally analysing and putting the ideas and findings into a theme and recognising the differences between primary and secondary data. This helped the researching team understand the main reasons causing the school attendance issues. How the school children and families professionals responded also what should be important and emphasised for future reference. This study paper helped me to understand different types of research skills and how its displayed also these skills will be very useful to me in future of my studies, I have recognised how to read and understand what this study paper is asking, highlighting the difference between the three research methods qualitative, quantitative and mixed method and also identifying between primary and secondary data. matching the correct research method to the research question. A good clear analysis produces results that are more reliable evidence. In health and social care credible strong evidence should help make correct decisions. these skills are reliable in evidence to use in professional decision making.
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