Visual Activism: Location & Curation 
Site – Exist Skatepark
My proposed site for this project is Exist Skatepark, located at 1 Mount Pleasant, Swansea, SA1 6EE. Exist is an indoor skatepark and community space, offering facilities for skateboarding, BMX, scooters, inline skating and other wheeled sports. It is a particularly interesting site because of its strong connection to Swansea’s skateboarding community and its role as a not-for-profit organisation. The space provides opportunities for people of different ages and abilities to participate, with coached sessions and inclusive events such as its monthly Girls Night.
The site is easily accessible from Swansea city centre, as right next to the university (Also making it easier for installation), also Swansea train station approximately, a five-minute walk away and the Quadrant Bus Station around ten minutes away. I have chosen Exist because of my interest in photographing people and communities within informal, energetic environments, allowing me to explore movement, personality and interaction within the space. It has also been a interest of mine to get into this genre of photography due to the aesthetic and deep history of skating.
Research
[bookmark: _Int_0PYVwKIN]My research into Exist Skatepark has involved looking at its history, community and role within Swansea. Exist was founded in 2011 by Kate Leonard and Ric Cartwright, who had previously established Exist Skate Store in 2006. It has operated as a not-for-profit organisation since 2013 under CUSP Swansea, making it more than simply a space for skating. 
[bookmark: _Int_jMcRJWdU]It is a community-led environment built around skateboarding and its surrounding culture. I also researched the different groups who use the space, including skateboarders, BMX riders, scooter riders, and inline skaters. The monthly Girls Night particularly interests me because it demonstrates how the space encourages greater participation and creates an inclusive community. I plan to further research the site by observing how people interact with the space and, where appropriate, speaking with users about their experiences. I also know photographers who have worked within the site. 
Theme and Context
From my research into Exist Skatepark, I am interested in exploring the theme of identity, community and belonging within skate culture. As the skatepark brings together people from different backgrounds and ages who share an interest in skating and other wheeled sports. This creates opportunities to explore how individuals express themselves through movement, clothing, friendships and their relationship with the space. I am particularly interested in photographing the contrast between individual identity and the sense of community created within the skatepark. Through photography, I would explore how a shared environment can create a sense of belonging while still allowing individuals to maintain their own identities. 
[bookmark: _Int_LUAUCMMG]Moreover, I want to capture the atmosphere and intensity through movement, which is what I center a lot of my photography around. A possible theme for the project is movement and stillness within the skatepark as Exist offers a visually varied environment where fast-paced skating can be contrasted with quieter moments of rest. This could allow the project to explore not only the physical movement of skaters, but also their relationships with each other and the space. This theme offers opportunities to experiment with different photographic techniques, including motion blur, frozen movement, portraits, and environmental details.
Moreover, Swansea has a history with skating, so I was hoping to use some archives to show the progression of its place in Swansea, such as some of the work from Skin Phillips.
Images of Site
Unable to go to site because of being ill.
https://www.existskatepark.co.uk

