Reflective journal:
Week One: 08/02/2018

The first lecture of the semester started on this day this was situated inside Arts 5, in a desk based arrangement working individually and then together in twos and threes in responding to questions.

Our lecturer Martin gave us a brief outline and overall introduction to what maps are and how these are read. He then started to go into more detail about maps, before giving us examples of what type of maps there are including: ordinance survey; geological; soils and hydrological. 

As well as, being given the verbal list of maps we were shown the maps on screen and given a handout of maps to complete later in the lecture.

At the start of the lecture I was unsure about whether I would gain any knowledge. As I have had a brief overview of map orientation and the different kind of maps from Year 6 in primary school. But I found that when the examples were shown on the screen and we were shown the different scales, as well as the other types of maps, my knowledge was increased.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We looked at the types of scaling and the ways to work out each different scaling. An example of the scaling that we discussed was 1:2500 and 1:5000 scales (See below figure 1) which were both different scales on ordinance survey maps, both maps appeared like me initially, but after listening to Martin discuss the different scales and the differences I had a better understanding of the different scales than at the beginning. 
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(Figure 2. 6&8 references. Willikson 2007. Pg 48)

Secondly, we began talking about grid references and how to read them on a map. As well as the introduction of the grid references we jumped right into the accuracy of grid referencing. At first, I didn’t understand the point to why this information was necessary but after I listened to Martin talk about the references in much more detail and I took much more information in than I did at the start and I understood the process of the grid references even more. 
There was a task where we were shown the distinct form of grid references which consist of;4 figure, 6 figure, 8 figure and 10 figure references. I found this quite heavy to attempt how to work out each of the figure references on a grid as my maths skills are quite terrible and I didn’t think that I learnt as much as everyone else as it seemed simple to them. 
We were given our own practice maps where we followed the questions on the sheets of the map of Lampeter and we plotted grid references on the map. The task seemed simple enough until the map was handed out, the map itself was printed largely onto an A4 piece of paper which was not easy to read and my classmate found this quite difficult at first as we weren’t able to locate many of the references on the map. We were given a coloured map but this didn’t help because the colours on the map made me have to strain my eyes just to understand where each of the plots were. 


Week Two: 15/02/18
We went through the maps that we visited last week and a few examples of equipment which include the setting out of the site grid to start excavations on the land which helps to get a good planned scale. The pegs and string which is used to help set out the grid just like the site grid above. There was a slight mention of using the geometry which can help us to set out a grid, I found this quite boring and I started to phase a lot out of concentration as anything to do with maths and geometry I find extremely difficult. 
Pythagoras theorem was also spoken about and how can we interpret this to digging the trenches in the ground. This bit I found quite interesting as I know what Pythagoras is and how it works but it was interesting to learn how it can be used in archelogy. 
We also went through placing the numbers from Pythagoras theorem onto the floor plan and where the digital stand is situated and how we can put the points on the grid to where we are going to be digging in the trench area that will be made once the points are right.  

After we did that, we went outside to draw or sketch a floor plan of the building and surrounding area on graph paper, so we can understand what the area on campus that is around us. We did a rough sketch of the floor, I worked with Melisa and we started to do our floor plan outside of the river then we looked on the floor maps inside the arts building and took ideas from that. We finished within 20-30 mins earlier than everyone else, so we were told to take the map with us and either get a coffee or go home. 
Week Three: 22/02/18
We started to learn about graveyards and what we can learn about the graves themselves and the person who is preoccupying the grave just by what the grave stone looks like. We also spoke about where the graves were based and whether that has to do with wealth and if there are certain types of graves deeper within the ground which was why there are gaps in the spacing of the graves. 
We analysed a tombstone, we talked about what was on the stone and how the flowers are important as this suggest that this was a personalised grave stone to match the person buried there but as well like mentioned above it could also imply wealth of the family who the person is related too.
We also spoke about the fact that the graveyard/cemetery is an open space and there will be people there who are visiting their loved ones, they will be asking questions as to why I’m there and I have been advised to  not mention that I’m here for an archaeological course but doing a graveyard survey since many people will be interested and ask questions.. 

Week Four&Five: 15/03/18, 8/03/18
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(Figure 4 – Dumpy level results from exercise- Harriet, Barber 2018)

08/03/18



I was unfortunately unable to attend the lecture last week, but I was able to get the notes and numbers off my classmates. During that lecture it was a fieldwork exercise where they went outside to measure the dumpy levels of the ground. When this was recapped in class it seemed a bit confusing as I didn’t know what everyone was working on due to my absence from the class.
 I had a big discussion about what the results were about with my classmate Rebecca because I didn’t understand I felt a bit disconnected from what everyone else had learnt last week and I felt that my classmate was getting a bit annoyed at me as I wasn’t really understanding what she was talking about. This made me feel that I didn’t want to ask her for help as she might have got even more annoyed if I kept interrupting her, so I waited for her to finish talking to my other classmate Melisa before I started to ask her for help on the how to draw the scale on the graph. She didn’t really understand it either but we both tried to help each other and got the scale correctly. 
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(Figure 5- Results placed on graph, Harriet,Barber 2018)

15/03/18:
With the results from the dumpy levels were put on a graph, we were given graph paper and worked together to plan the scale of the graph. Me and my classmate Rebecca were a bit confused as to which way the graph should be shown and labelled but we spoke to our lecturers after we had drawn on the graph, we found that the way that we were drawing on the graph wasn’t the best way to do. 
When Mel wrote up her graph at first, she thought her graph has was okay but when we all looked at it with our lecturers. Mel had drawn her graph upside down and backwards but the points themselves were correct just situated the wrong way, this made our group laugh and I thought it was quite funny even though I was still confused about the scaling and why we are placing the results on the graph. 
The results were plotted onto the graph via height and I thought that mine looked a bit different to others in my group mainly because I had not spaced out the points labelled on the graph like many others had done. 



After we had done with plotting on the graph Quentin went on to talk about Hachures in an archaeological viewpoint and what they are in terms of where they are placed on the map. This was the first time I had heard about hachures before as I didn’t do the module introduction to archaeology, so this was fresh information for me and I didn’t really understand why we had to do hachures were. Even so I listened to Quentin talking about these hachures to try and make pieces of what was being spoken about, he drew on the board the different types of hachures as well the main one which has the triangle was shaded in. Some of the drawings that Quentin drew on the board made some of us laugh as Martin made a joke about the drawings, as well as drawing the hachures just to the left of these drawings Quentin talked about the Birdseye view of the scale as well as other views of the scale. He went through how we would place the hachures on this birds’ eye view on the map and how we would know that these are the hachures because the way that they are placed on the map, they are also directed in the way that the different directions and distances on the scale they were. 
We were told that the more hachures together the steeper the slope and hachures are used for hill shading on maps and they are used to measure the steepness on the hill, once I had understood this the whole idea of using these made the lecture much easier to understand. 
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(Figure 7- Hachures. Harriet, Barber 2018)

For us to understand the way that hachures are used and to make this topic into more of a fieldwork lecture we went outside and drew our own graphs of areas outside the lecture room. We had to work in pairs but we all ended up in a big group with more than one board, we went outside the café 1822 on the grass near the road and measured the distance of the area/slabs around the edge nearest the wall, we worked out how far the distance was by stepping on every slab with bigger footed steps. We measured the lengths of the wall around the outside of the grass and the distance between the outer edge of the slabs from the tree which was centred in the middle. 
I found this activity quite boring as it was cold as well and I wasn’t really given a chance to be involved as it was more of a big group. We then paired up to focus on smaller maps, I paired off with Alex who unfortunately was not paying attention to the whole activity this annoyed me because I didn’t really understand what we did either, but a map needed to be done so we went over bits that the Melisa and Charlie’s group did. It got colder so we finished off drawing the graphs outside, so we went inside.  
Once inside we discussed about having the graph scanned online to module so that we can all access it. It would also give me a better understanding of what the purpose of hachures. 
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