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What do I believe in?
List of 8 statements:
1. Ensure that what is designed is made to last for a long period in mind (this not only benefits the customers but the environment as well).
2. A good design is usually simple. The form and function of what is created must be as easy to operate as possible. The shape of any design must also be fluid and complementary to other sections/ parts of said product (interior or exterior).
3. Details are the most important aspect of a design. No matter how simple and fluid a shape may be, it will be the details that will make the most impact in the eyes of the customer (when it comes to quality and visual appeal).
4. Allow no compromise to be made in the process of taking a design from its concept stage to the final product. It must remain loyal to the original idea.
5. You must be willing to pursue different ideas, even when they do not receive the support you would have required or hoped for.
6. You must be willing to let go of your ego and take out some of the ideas you like out of the finished product, for the sake of both the customer and the company.
7. Collaborating with other people is not only the key to a project being successful but also allows for skills to be exchanged. 
8. Almost any type of car can be considered a “cool” one, and thus enthusiasm should be shown for every project.

Enthusiasm, simplicity, and passion in automotive design

[image: Image result for dodge charger 1969]The automotive design industry has suffered many changes since the 1960s and 1970's when car design, quality, and features were considered to be pioneering, and affordable enough for the masses to buy. After the oil crisis from 1973, the entire industry was affected as the established companies could no longer sell their usual models and had to adapt to the small and cheap Japanese cars that began to flood the market (Schulman 2011). Performance and large-sized vehicles became almost extinct due to the high running costs and government regulations. In the 1960s a regular customer could purchase a Cadillac with an 8.1 liter V8 (McIntosh, 2017) or a HEMI(spherical) Dodge engine developing 425 horsepower. In the years to come most production cars did not achieve more than 100 horsepower, and engine sizes plummeted to under a gallon of displacement.  This led automakers to cut many corners when designing new models, in both aesthetics and performance. Plastic became the most commonly used material in the industry and design was generally limited to round, undefined shapes as they were easier to manufacture and improved the drag coefficient of the car, which saved fuel. The industry did not fully recover until the mid-2000s, 30 years after the crisis occurred.Figure 1 - 1969 Dodge Charger (known for its revolutionary engine and coke bottle design) source: https://www.turbosquid.com/3d-models/dodge-charger-1969-model-1350245

[image: Image result for vw golf mk1 4 door]In our modern times the car industry is facing a new challenge, as the private transport vehicle is becoming more and more criticized and public transport advances, the demand for special, sporty, or “analog” cars will decrease. While this will affect the production rate and profitability of most large car companies, it will allow those brands that focus on a small target market with a niche set of demands regarding the final product to focus more on detail. Hence why I believe that there should be no compromise when making a car and due to technological advancements this will soon be achievable on a larger scale. The general public is usually misled to believe that for a car to be considered good or special by enthusiasts it must be either expensive or fast but that is not the case. Small cars such as the VW Golf, the Ford Fiesta and the popular American cars of today such as Chargers and Mustangs are neither rare, expensive or luxurious. They were simply made for a specific target market and designed to fulfill specific goals, from being good daily drivers to being user-friendly, offering good cargo space and simple, intuitive design (Macey & Wardle, 2014) . The late Enzo Ferrari once said that some cars are "neither ugly nor beautiful, but they become beautiful once they are successful", which shows that any car can be loved even those considered dull such as the Ford Transit or Volvo estate.Figure 2 - The original (Mk 1) VW Golf, regarded as one of the best cars ever made. source:https://www.carscoops.com/2019/10/vw-golf-countdown-1974-1983-mk1-set-the-gold-standard-for-compact-hatchbacks/

[image: ] With all these changes in mind, I believe that future car designers (and aspiring designers such as myself) will need to approach their work with an open-minded attitude and utmost dedication to delivering a product for the public to appreciate and enjoy. Enthusiasm is a very important part of this process, as the automotive design is very dependent on a designer's ability to express emotions through his work which will give the car a "personality". Figure 3 - Designers working on a Lexus LC500 source: https://pbs.twimg.com/media/CVuCiToXAAE-4-B.jpg


Reflective writing:
Throughout this assignment I was able to state and justify the values I believe to be important in my practice, automotive design. I enjoyed exploring both the past, delving into an important part of the industry’s history, while also discussing what might happen in the future with regards to how cars are made.
American cars have always been known to poses some of the most striking and aggressive visuals, and although not always very reliable, they are highly influential (the automobile would not be what it is today without the contribution of the American brands) and thus delving into a small part of their history to give the manifesto background information was pleasant.

While working on this task I also wished to discuss car models that are usually underappreciated and yet loved by the majority of people, regardless if they are into the car community or not. I believe this should be the goal of any design team once a project is finished, as building a car for enthusiasts is easy, building a car for everyone is a harder task to achieve.
Keeping the size of the manifesto under 500 words was also challenging, as I had to re-formulate and in some cases delete information that was not strictly necessary to what is being discussed (serving the purpose of the manifesto).
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Do you know what you think?
[image: Related image]Figure 4 - Ford GT (2016) source: https://www.carpixel.net/wallpapers/13559/2017-ford-gt.html

The car I chose to write about throughout this assignment is the predecessors of one of the greatest cars of all time, the Ford GT40 Mk1 from the 1960s. The modern ford GT was first revealed to the public in 2016 and was designed to be a Le Mans racecar. The first model that raced in the 1960s gave Ford its first of 4 consecutive endurance titles in 1966. 2016 being the 50th anniversary of that achievement, a small team at the company’s HQ began working on the car in secret with the head of the project, Raj Nair, stating that they only met “in the evenings to avoid being spotted”, even by other ford employees (Moss, 2015). While the car’s capabilities have never been questioned, it is not the performance aspect that interested me so, but its revolutionary design.
When this model was released to the public I was 15 years old. I have always been very passioned by the automotive industry and have seen many beautiful and special cars, and yet none made the same impact on me as when I caught a glimpse of the Ford GT at an auto show. Even when standing still the body gives the viewer the impression that it is moving at great speed, looking dynamic from every angle, something which is very hard to achieve. This is because it possesses some rather radical features, unseen in any other road car. The cabin is much narrower than the actual width of the car, and Ford made the decision to not fill that space but rather leave it exposed, creating two tunnels/ channels that travel through the car starting from the doors to the taillights. This unusual decision had many benefits besides the unique look. The narrow cabin and channels meant air could travel freely over the car's body. This helped improve both downforce, which aids with handling, but also performance, as there was less drag produced by the air and less weight for the car to manage. Because the cabin was narrowed down to be just slightly larger than the car's dual exhaust as it got closer to the rear of the car, the wheel arches are not attached to anything except for a small, flat wing-like structure that connects them to the roof of the car. This is one of the most distinctive aspects of the modern ford GT but it was not designed just for aesthetics or aerodynamics. Because the 'GT' models have always been mid-engined, they require a lot more cooling vents than standard cars. These thin wing structures transfer air collected by the vents placed in front of the rear wheel arches to the engine bay in the middle of the car. It is this ingenuity that combined both the visual and practical aspects that are characteristics of a true sports car that has always interested me. Seeing this model in the flesh only deepened my curiosity and love for the car industry.

In four years, the Ford GT has won many endurance events, including a win at Le Mans in its debut season. The success of the racecar has also been mirrored by the road car as well. Not only is it competing with companies such as Lamborghini and McLaren, but it has also been very popular with customers, as almost all units have been sold.
Reflective Writing:
The Ford GT's have not only been some of my favorite cars of all time but have also been considered as some of the most influential as well. In the 1960's they pioneered the way engines were manufactured, and the ways through which brakes and gearboxes were tested. The modern iteration of the model has been a great influence in the car design world and has pioneered important aerodynamics aspects. Being so interested in this model, I already knew almost everything there was to know about the car's development and statistics, thus researching the few sources I required was an easy task.

Discussing something I have seen in person and has interested me for so long was a pleasant experience as I was able to focus on the passion and ingenuity beyond car design and focus on the points that captivated me most. The design philosophy beyond this car also harkens to points I made in the previous assignment which I believe to be very important. In a capitalist society, companies will always cut corners when regarding production time and costs, which compromises intuitive and aesthetically pleasing design. The Ford GT is a rare exception in that case. It is not an exquisite place to be in and it barely has any comfort features due to its racing heritage, but everything was designed without compromise. The car is very minimalistic. Almost all of its controls can be found on the steering wheel. Even more admirable is that a project that was designed solely for track racing ended up being more elegant than nearly any other cars designed primarily for road use. 

In conclusion, I enjoyed working on this task as it allowed me to elaborate on one of my “childhood heroes” when it comes to iconic cars.
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Identify an image and write a semiotic analysis
Chosen aspects of Semiotics:
1. Paradigm
2. Signified
3. Signifier
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: Image result for corvette c2"]Chosen Image:Figure 5 - Corvette C2 StingRay (1967) source:https://www.tradeuniquecars.com.au/feature-cars/1510/chevrolet-corvette-c2-1963-1967-review

For the semiotic analysis task I chose to discuss an image with a 1967 Corvette C2 Stingray, which was designed to look like a stingray, thus semiotics should help me unpack the key visual details of the body which mimic/ represent features stingrays possess. Before I begin my analysis, I believe it would be useful to first discuss what aspects a semiotic analysis focuses on, as well as provide background information on the chosen car. Semiotics studies how signs are conveyed in visual pieces such as images, videos, sculptures, etc. with the goal of communicating something to the viewer. The object we will be analyzing today is a classic Corvette, known as the C2, The Split-Window, or the Stingray. In recent years, The car has become greatly appreciated for its design in the car community, being regarded as one of the most interesting, elegant and beautiful cars ever made (Phillips, 2016). It was designed by Larry Shinoda, who also worked on the original Mustang 302 Boss, which is another car culture icon.
Before I begin analyzing the picture, it is important to note the premise of where the photo was taken. The corvette was not an expensive, car, but it was not very affordable either. It was branded as a gentleman's sports car, and glamour can be seen as a key theme of this image. In the 1960s air travel was very uncommon and expensive, hence why they chose to advertise the car at an airport. The glamourous touches can also be seen in the choice of paint, and the two people in the background. Silver was not a common color at that time, and the stewardess and flight captain further enforce the exclusivity and elegance of the car. For the purpose of this task however, we will simply analyze the car’s body, making abstraction of the rest of the frame.
The color of the car was very well chosen, as it does resemble the monotone colors of a sea creature. Some stingray species have very similar silver coloration, with a white underbelly. The most important features, however, are the air vents, seen both behind the front wheel arch and on the cabin. They are always placed in pairs and are always the same size, split by a small segment, mimicking a stingray's gills. This repetition of a certain detail can be described as a motif, or in semiotics, a paradigm. Another aspect is the shape of the body. The essence/ idea of a car is movement, or in some cases speed. Besides the shapes that enforce the similarities with a stingray such as the triangular rear end of the cabin which imitates the rear of a stingray, and the rear split-window which creates a piece that looks like a sting, the car also possesses a very dynamic shape, in that it looks fast, even when it is not moving, which helps transmit the essence of the car to the viewer.
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