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Essay one: How have past instances of police malpractice and misconduct influenced modern professional policing? Support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources. Word limit: 1000 words.
This essay will explore how the malpractice and misconduct of the police force has impacted policing today. High profile instances will be included, where the police have fallen short due to misconduct or failings in policies, and then proceeded to use these failings as a basis for change within modern day policing. For example, the Brixton riots will be explored as a foundation for change within policing. 
Firstly, in order to define police malpractice, Joseph–Salisbury, Connelly, and Wangari-Jones (2021) outlines police malpractice and misconduct as broad terms that encompass a range of issues, such as police abusing their powers, which will be explored further into the essay. Encompasses the police's failure to meet the standards expected of them. Furthermore, the work of Colbran (2022) highlights the implications of police malpractice and misconduct that can result in physical injury to officers and the public, emotional distress, loss of earnings and reputational damage to the force. All of which were present during the Brixton riots, hence this particular occasion being the basis of this essay.  										A journal article written by Drury et al (2020) covers the Brixton riots which took place in April 1981. The work of Jilani (2021) explains that black people felt targeted by police for unlawful stop and searches based on their ethnicity with no evidence to validate their reason for searching. There was an outbreak of violent riots in the streets of Brixton which happened over the course of three days where buildings were damaged, there was fighting with police and vehicle wreckage. However, the work of Jaime (2019) believed the riots to have been triggered by a misunderstanding amongst a police officer arresting a young black male for running suspiciously, but the officers had not realised that the male was a victim of a stabbing. Jaime (2019) research argues that the police were conducting their duty Operation Swamp which attempted to reduce street crime. However, prior to the Brixton riots, Johnson (1991) counters that police had stopped and searched approximately three thousand people in Brixton as part of their Operation, where black men were mainly targeted. Therefore, although the riots appeared to have happened as a result of a misunderstanding, black people were being heavily targeted by police beforehand in order to reduce street crime. Thus, black people felt as though the police were wrongfully accusing black people based on their ethnicity alone. 
As a direct result the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) was produced. PACE aims to strike the correct balance between police powers and public rights and liberties. Establishing that balance is a key component of PACE (Home Office, 2013). Further research on the Home Office (2013) shows that within PACE there are eight codes of practice which cover and govern how police must carry out their duties, such as making lawful arrests, searching and detaining people, conducting investigations, identification and procedures in regards to interviewing. 
Rowe (2012) states that in the 1980s, claims that police officers misused their stop and search powers and disproportionately targeted minority ethnic communities were widespread. Rowe (2012) also states that PACE led to improvements in how stop and searches were conducted and recorded. 
Since the introduction of PACE, the police as a service has become increasingly professionalised, in accordance with research conducted by Cape and Young (2008). As a result, police must adhere to the policies and procedures of PACE. Cape and Young (2008) also highlights that crime rates have decreased since the creation of PACE, and the Human Rights Act of 1988 has benefited from heightened understanding of the consequences of policing powers. However Bowling and Phillips (2007) argue that the statistics show that the use of the stop and search powers against black people is disproportionate and that this is an indication of unlawful racial discrimination. If stop and search powers cannot be effectively regulated, as appears to be the case, then their continued use is unjustified and should be limited. 
In England and Wales, police complaints are dealt with by a body that is independent of the police services itself. Independent Office of Police Conduct (2020) says that the police complaints system in England and Wales is orchestrated by the Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC). They investigate the most serious cases of police misconduct, such as deaths occurring from police contact, and therefore set the standards as to how police should handle complaints.					As supported by the government official website of the IOPC (2020), the IOPC links to PACE because the IOPC will oversee and investigate any complaints of any instances where the police have breached PACE or abused their position/ powers.For example, unlawful stop searches or unlawful seizure of evidence (Odin and Norton, 2019).
Miles-Johnson (2019) highlights hierarchy within the police as a core component that affects the way police officers conduct themselves when dealing with members of the public who are from ethnic backgrounds. The work of Miles-Johnson (2019) declares that superior officers have a significant influence on police recruits' level of pride in their job, as well as their awareness of temperament and rule breaking when policing diverse community members, and ethnic minorities. This illustrates why police officers, who by the nature of their job are in positions of authority may fall short of  meeting expected standards because they have been influenced by their hierarchy who are not following policies and procedures. 	

Although there are still problems within the police towards ethnic minorities, police are making efforts to address unconscious bias within the police as an attempt to reduce racism. The police have introduced diversity training into their initial police training and routinely conduct training days to keep up this training. Clements and Jones (2013) states that the Stephen Lawrence case served as a catalyst for a number of changes in police training policy.  Still impacts police training today an is a main focus point during diversity, equality and unconscious bias lessons.
	Therefore, with the introduction of PACE, the aforementioned research from Miles-Johnson (2019), Cape and Young (2008), and Bowling and Phillips (2007) that have highlighted failings within the police, collectively work towards improving the quality of policing and reducing discrimination.
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 Essay two: How does media coverage affect policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents? Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies. Word limit: 1000 words
The focal point of this essay relates to media coverage, and its role in the policing strategies regarding Public Protection incidents in the UK. This essay will explore high profile cases where the media have broadcasted coverage on public protection situations and what type of impact the coverage has elicited on  police strategies. Additionally, the coverage’s ability to shape the general public’s perception of the police will be analysed, alongside the police’s capability to manage public protection situations. The assessment of the role of Multi Agency Public Protection Arrangements or MAPPA will form a basis for this essay by explaining what their work entails  and how it operates in regards to Public Protection.	
Firstly, Public Protection (PP) in UK policing refers to the strategies that are put in place by the police and partner agencies to respond to threats of harm to the public.Guernsey Police. (2023) This includes protecting individuals or groups of people from harm caused by crime such as sexual assaults, domestic violence and terrorism. PP oversees the safeguarding of vulnerable people such as high risk missing people or children and disabled people who are likely to be exposed to crime (Ford et al, 2020) PP departments within the police also manage and monitor offenders that are in the public domain that are at a high risk to reoffend. 
As previously mentioned, media coverage has a significant impact on the public’s perception of the police (REF). This is seen in the Sarah Everard case. The media covered this story heavily in the UK media. In an article published by the BBC titled “Sarah Everard Murder: Trust in Police Shaken, Met Chief Admits'' BBC (2021). The article negatively portrays the police, by making references to the public's diminishing trust due to the poor investigation into the matter. Farrow (2022) states that following the media coverage of the case the public gathered to demonstrate against the lack of investigation into the Everard case which resulted in members of the public being arrested for public order offences and for breaching various COVID19 rules and regulations. The way in which the police handled this matter was covered by the media and further damaged the public's perception of the police and its ability to respond to PP incidents. However Chermak, McGarrell, and Gruenewald (2006) counters the argument that initial media coverage of high profile PP incidents negatively impacts the public's attitude towards police, by suggesting in their work that news coverage of these well-publicised cases had no discernible impact on general attitudes towards police and police services. However, they do state that the more the public consumes negative media regarding the police the more likely they are to be concerned about the abilities of the police. Thus, due to the high level of coverage of the Everard case indicates there was a higher consumption of media, therefore adding to the escalation of the public’s poor perception of the police. 
Instances of police officers abusing their position and their authority to commit sexual offences are a recently highlighted concern by the media. When these instances are covered in the media, it spreads concern in the public in relation to the type of individuals that are being recruited into the police, and the legitimacy of the vetting process comes into question. According to Canning (2021) Sarah Everard was abducted, raped and murdered by a serving police officer, Wayne Couzens. Following an investigation, it became apparent that not only did he allegedly lure Sarah Everard into a car using his Police Issued Warrant Card/ID, he had also previously been accused of indecent exposure before joining the police (BBC,2021). This supports the point in regards to why the public have concerns about the recruitment and vetting process of police officers. 						In wake of the Sarah Everard case, women have expressed that they feel unsafe when walking alone at night; this is supported by the work of Patrick (2021). Further qualitative research by Al-Zubeidi et al (2021) shows that the media coverage surrounding Sarah Everard case has triggered fear among women whilst walking alone at night. Therefore this is evident that the aforementioned research supports the argument that media coverage is affecting the public perception of the police.

The Sarah Everard case has impacted policing as the subsequent investigations revealed the public's concerns about corruption, institutional misogyny, and a toxic work culture within the police. As a result of such revelations, the reputations of forces all over the UK have been tarnished (Farrow 2022).  This point is corroborated by an article written by HMICFRS (2022) as they state that the Everard case caused significant worries about police recruitment and vetting methods, as well as workplace behaviour standards. It has prompted several inquiries into the Metropolitan Police Service and policing the UK.
Multi Agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA) have been established to ensure the effective management of violent and sexual offenders. The guidance sets out the responsibilities of the police, probation trusts, and prison service as outlined in this guidance. The guidance also mentions how other agencies may become involved. Within MAPPA, it is detailed how agencies are to share information with one another, the disclosure of risk management and risk management plans (HM Prison and Probation service (2022). Justice Inspectorates (2021) states that following an evaluation of MAPPA it was found that the reoffending of eligible service users 'has reduced since the initiative's commencement. It also states that since MAPPA has been established, communication between all involved agencies have been more effective. HMICFRS. (2022). Says that Following the murder of Sarah Everard by a serving police officer, the then-Home Secretary appointed HMICFRS to assess current vetting and counter-corruption capacity and capability in policing across England and Wales. This included the ability of forces to detect and respond to misogynistic and predatory behaviour.
Although the aforementioned research from HMICFRS (2022), Justice Inspectorates (2021), MAPPA and Farrow (2022) claims that there are efforts being made by the police to restore faith in the public perception of police, the media continues to use inflammatory coverage which continues to damage the police’s reputation regardless of the efforts conducted. This shows that the media is powerful in regards to the influence it has on the public perception of the police. Therefore, in order for public opinion of police to be restored, the most effective way would be for the media to cover the positive aspects of the police in order to create an unbiased response.  
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Essay three: How effective is early intervention in preventing young people from offending, or re-offending? Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies. Word limit: 1000 words.
This essay will look at how effective early intervention is in regards to preventing young people from offending and re-offending. It will explore what makes young people more susceptible to be involved in crime and what young people are more at risk of being involved in crime than others. A main focus point of this essay will be on different types of early intervention and how it impacts offending and reoffending in the UK. 
Firstly to address what Early intervention is in the UK. According to the Early Intervention Foundation (2023), early intervention encompasses different programmes and initiatives which are implemented in childhood to lessen the possibility of future involvement in crime. According to this resource, Early intervention can be delivered in different forms, such as through School initiatives, home visits and mentoring. All of which are designed to provide those in their adolescent years with tools to better equip them for adult life and ultimately steer them away from becoming involved in crime and entering the criminal justice system. 
Who is vulnerable to become involved in crime? The work of Loeber and Farrington (2000) argues that youths are more likely to become offenders. Their work says that delinquency that begins before the age of 13 increases the probability of later significant, violent, and chronic offending. Their work illustrates that juveniles under the age of 16 are more likely to fall into chronic offending and it summarises that young persons who succumb to a series of offending are frequently influenced by factors such as family, peer groups, their school/Education, and the neighbourhood in which they live. This suggests that often young persons who consistently offend are surrounded by crime or are lacking stability through family, therefore making a path to offending more likely. Farrington and Welsh (2008) cooberrates that argument as their research suggests that young people that are raised by weak, abusive or discordant families are more likely to turn to crime. Further research by Farrington and Welsh (2008) says if youths have financially unstable families or live in deprived areas the risk of offending is further increased. 

Early intervention is delivered in schools through school intervention programmes as stated by College of policing (2022). College of policing's article says that schools that offer early intervention programmes are often linked to positive outcomes in combating offending/reoffending. However the types of intervention programs that schools offer can vary and so can the outcomes. The resource declares that school programmes that offer parenting interventions and support for individuals and their families are linked to positive results whereas, schools that use untrained staff and scare tactics through images, videos and presentations from ex offenders/drug users see less beneficial results in offending in youths. 
An article by Clarke and Campbell (1998) argues against the work of the College of Policing and states that a case study called The Abecedarian Youth Crime Study, investigated whether School intervention initiatives had an impact on offending and reoffending among participants aged 16 to 21. Following the case study they saw no notable differences in the number and kind of arrests or charges.

An article published by Delaney and Milne (2002) explores how effective mentoring can be as an early intervention tool with young offenders. It looks at a specific model of mentoring known as The Big Sister Big Brother (BSBB) mentoring model. BSBB pairs properly vetted adult volunteers with a young child with the goal of establishing a bond and ultimately reducing the risk of offending/reoffending. It does this by pairing an inexperienced youth that has committed or is likely to commit offences with an older experienced individual in hope that a bond will form. The bond will allow the mentor to provide support and guidance to the mentee. However, the work of Delaney and Milne (2002) says that mentoring as a type of early intervention is seen to be limited and ineffective when used on its own. It is only eligible for suitable youth offenders and is seen as only one element of early intervention.
This suggests that mentoring should be used alongside other means of early intervention in order for it to yield a positive and lasting outcome on the mentee. 

Now to look at the weaknesses of early intervention, Bullock et al (2002) state that it is evident that the process of constructing and carrying out intervention programmes for the reduction of offending and reoffending programmes is arduous. If initiatives are successful in attaining their stated objectives, much work, planning and justification is required in order to receive adequate funding for the programmes to be launched. Bullock et al (2002) argue that funding is difficult to get, and without funding early intervention programmes cannot be launched.
Kelly (2012)  states that early intervention programmes for reduction of offending and reoffending that are run on a voluntary basis, suffer with limited resources. Both staffing and funding. This results in a low level of the demand to be met. Kelly (2012) also suggests that voluntary services solely focus on receptive young people who are more willing to cooperate with the services meaning that they are less likely to offer their programmes to obstructive youths. 

Ultimately, the work Loeber and Farrington (2000) argue that youths are more likely to be involved in crime from a young age, especially if their individual circumstances are that they are from a discordenant family or live in an area where offending is high. This argument is corroborated by the work of Farrington and Welsh (2008). Although the College of policing (2022) states that school intervention programmes to combat the offending and reoffending rates of youths can be effective, an article by Clarke and Campbell (1998) argues that notable were seen in the offending  statistics of youths following school intervention programmes. 
The aforementioned work of Delaney and Milne (2002) summarises a form of Early intervention namely, mentoring. Their work argues that mentoring on its own yields very little results and should be used alongside other means of early intervention. 
	Funding was deemed a necessity for the success of interventions, therefore calling on local authorities to provide adequate funding to interventions such as BSBB in order to contribute to the success of early interventions. 
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 Essay four: Are partnership approaches the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders? You must use academic research, rather than personal opinion, to support your answer. You may make reference to relevant case studies. Word limit: 1000 words.

