Discuss what it means for Dasein to be thrown in relation to being-in-the-world and facticity.    

Before we arrive at a conception of the world or get involved in an action, we are a being. For Heidegger, everything is a being. Every human, every animal, plants, water, the computer used to write this essay, the paper that we read from and everything this world includes is a being. If everything in the world is a being, does that mean that we humans are similar to paper, computer, animals or plants? How can we differentiate between humans and non-human beings? In my essay, I will discuss how Heidegger describes the being of human, its nature in relation to facticity and address how the facticity affects possibilities for human beings. I will also address how the assured event of Death can affect the human being to live a life that it chooses for itself. 
Heidegger initiates that instead of trying to define a being or a human being by creating a universal point of view, look at the question from an experiential point of view. What is it like to be a human being? What is it like to be a thing? For example, a hammer and a human being. Let's look at the encounter between a human being and a hammer. As human beings, our basic experience with a hammer is that we use it to fix nails, break something or any task that we can perform with it. When we look at it, we think of its functionality. We use it as a tool. We don’t analyse the hammer in itself. What is the hammer like? What is it made of? However, when we need a hammer that is when we look at hammer as a being in itself. We go to a shop, we scroll through the sizes, the material, the use of different types of hammer. We start to see hammer as a thing unique in itself, a thing that has a uniqueness in it.  If human being buys the hammer it will be the human being's decision to buy it. Hammer will not choose that it wants to be sold to this particular human being or another, it will be the human being who will choose if he wants this particular hammer or that hammer, this color or that color, this brand or that brand etc. A human being has the power to take charge of its own being. Human being makes decision for itself and different possibilities that are presented to him. For a hammer, which is also a being that exists physically in the world, has no possibility of doing anything itself. This shows us that a human being has a being that is different than the being of other beings in the world.    
   	Heidegger uses the word Dasein to describe human beings as a being in the world and the type of being that human beings have. The word "Dasein" means being there or to be there. There are two primary features of Dasein. Firstly, Dasein is aware of itself as a being in the world. For example, if we see a human being carrying the hammer, we may think why is this human being carrying the hammer? What is this human being going to do with it? We don’t think the contrary that what this hammer is going to do with this human? If the hammer is in the hands of the human, we will not say that the hammer has gotten in the hands of the human itself or the hammer is carrying the human being. This shows us that human beings have some understanding of themselves as a being in the world. Secondly, Dasein is a being that is constantly engaged in activities that it cares about. The significant thing to understand here is the word ‘care’. For HD, we care about anything and everything that is of our concern and has our attention. The thoughts that take up our mind, the actions that we do, the things that we feel; it’s all because we care about it. An artist might see the hammer as a piece of creation. The shape, the thought put into creating it and the shape representing the letter ‘T’ fascinates the artist. A construction worker sees the hammer as a tool, which is used when a nail needs to be stroked into the wall. A soldier fighting in a battle will look at hammer as a weapon that can be used to harm the opponent. It’s the same hammer and yet it has become a piece of art, a tool, and a weapon. Three completely different purposes are associated with the hammer by three different human beings because that is what they care about. This highlights the subjective nature of human beings as Dasein and the objective nature of all other beings. If we agree with Heidegger that Dasein is a being in the world that is constantly engaged in activities that it cares about then how do we interpret things the way we do? The artist is fascinated by the hammer because maybe the artist cares about creativity in how things are made, whereas a soldier is using the hammer as a weapon to kill the opponent because maybe the soldier cares about winning the battle? Both Daseins, the artist and the solider are engaged in an action that they care about. What explains the subjective nature of Daseins and difference between what the Daseins care about?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]To understand why Daseins choose to care about different things and makes the nature of Dasein to be subjective, we have to look back at the time when a Dasein is born. Heidegger reinforces the concept of Facticity. For example, when I was born, I was not asked if I want to be born. No one asked me what year I wanted to be born in. I was not asked if I wanted to be tall or short, man or woman, what parents I want to have, and what country I want to be born at. I was just thrown into existence. Thrown in the world on a certain time of history, at a certain place in the world, under a certain social and cultural context, in a family with some sort of social standing, religious belief, as a male with a certain type of body, as the elder or younger than other siblings. These facts are unique to me as every Dasein has their own uniqueness in relation to facticity of their existence. This facticity strongly influences what actions Dasein constantly engages in and cares about. For example, if we look at two Daseins from different historical context. One from the year 1000 and the second Dasein from the year 2017. Based on the facticity of the Dasein who was born in the year 1000, that Dasein had to never worry about genetically modified food, posting things on Facebook or using a computer to read books and write essays. Similarly, a Dasein living in 2017 doesn’t have to worry about going to shop every time. Things can be bought online and delivered to your door. Dasein of 2017 does not have to travel for months and months to reach across the globe because now you can go anywhere on the globe with 24-48 hours. It does not have to wait months and months by relying on letters to communicate, it can communicate anywhere in the world in minutes. Therefore, the actions that the two Daseins are constantly engaged in and care about are influenced and given to them by the facticity they are born into. When we are born in a certain facticity, we have fallen among other Daseins. As we do not have a fixed method of doing things but still we fall into a state where we engage in actions by default. This default mode of actions that we start to operate with is given to by the Daseins around us whom Heidegger refers to as ‘they-self’. They tell us how we ought to live our life. If we do not do what everybody else is doing, we will be labelled as failure, odd and someone who is wasting life. The society around us, the they-self, they make us fall in set of actions to engage in and care about which are predetermined by how they-self want us to behave and do actions. Fallenness is an essential part of Dasein’s nature. It’s the system that is operating around us. We are constantly engaged in action under this system. The things we care about are affected by this system. For example, a person who is living in a remote town with limited financial budget might prefer to buy things from a place where he gets the best price. The prices at local shops are high and that person can just sit in the room, order things online, save money and that hassle to go to store aisles. Now that person may not like the capitalist system but the food this person eats, the clothes this person uses, the house this person lives in, might have all resulted at this person’s convenience because of this capitalist system. Today or tomorrow, this person will be forced by the system or other Daseins to make a choice. This concludes that a Dasein is thrown into existence and it has fallen among the they-self who tell us what we ought to do. Dasein is limited by the facticity and fallenness. But the nature of a Dasein is subjective. Dasein has the power to do take decision for himself and choose for himself, what explains the type of lives that Daseins choose to live? What are these ‘types of lives’ that a Dasein can live? 
  	One important aspect of being a Dasein is that it has the power to choose, that means a Dasein has multiple possibilities. Existentiality is always determined by facticity” (Being and Time, 192). This facticity opens up the possibility for the Dasein to choose for himself. A hammer is not going Daseins have fallen among they-self. All Daseins are affected by their own facticity by their own fallenness. A Dasein will choose whether to use the hammer as a tool to fix nails or use it to harm someone. A Dasein will choose whether to become what they-self want Dasein to become or become what Dasein want to become. Here we are left with two types of life to live and every Dasein has made the choice, wherever they are and whoever they are. Heidegger categorizes the two modes of life as Authenticity and Inauthenticity. A Dasein is authentic when it engages in actions after making up its own mind. A Dasein is inauthentic when it engages in actions because that’s what they-self think how it should be done. When a Dasein is inauthentic, it becomes a part of they-self. Inauthenticity is the default state for most Daseins most of the time. Our most everyday decisions come from inauthenticity. For example, I am writing this essay in English even though my first preference will be my native language because I have better writing skills in that language but I am writing in English because that’s how it’s done in my university. However, no one forced me to come to this university. I am made the decision to come here. I was authentic when I made that decision. But Daseins we keep on drifting between inauthenticity and authenticity. Being authentic and inauthentic is not an ethical or moral dilemma. It’s just the two forms of Dasein's being. However, Heidegger insists that we have become so habituated in the system that we rarely drift from inauthenticity to be authenticity. We forget to be ourselves. We forget to realize that the Dasein has to possibilities to choose for himself. Now, understanding the limitation with facticity and fallenness, if I start to make an authentic choice at every given opportunity, I might find myself completely alienated from everyone else. My future might go completely uncertain. And if I follow the they-self and be completely inauthentic, let everyone else choose everything they think is best for me, I would still be uncertain about the future. Then where does this path of being authentic and inauthentic leads to? 
For a Dasein to be authentic or inauthentic, Dasein has to consider the possibilities for itself for its future. “The future closes one’s ability to be; that is the future itself is closed” (Being and Time, 330). When we radically consider the possibilities of our future we realize that no matter what, we are going to die. Death is the ultimate and only certainty of the Dasein’s future. We are not going to be asked when we want to die, how we want to die, where we want to die or if we want to live forever. It’s part of Dasein’s facticity from the start of its existence. We can disagree with everything about future, choose not to become what we aspire to, and fail at everything, still, we will continue as a being until we face death. One certainty about our death is that “death lays claim to Dasein as an individual Dasein…individualizes Dasein to itself” (Being and Time, 263). When Dasein realizes that the they-self cannot save Dasein from death and when that Dasein dies, it’s the end of that Dasein but other Daseins continue to live, it’s in this moment of realization that Dasein separates itself from the they-self. Dasein realizes that the they-self were also thrown into the world among other Daseins and have the freedom to choose and the only certainty for Dasein and they-self is death. Dasein starts to see itself as the authority in itself. When Dasein understands the facticity and the fallenness and accepts that Daseins are a being in the world and death is the only certain possibility ahead then Dasein will and choose to be authentic. 
Heidegger’s idea of Death and every Dasein is a being towards death is no new idea. If we look at history, every human being had to face death and none have come out alive. However, he expresses that we have forgotten to realize that we are alive because only an alive being can die and there is no fixed time to die. We are disconnected from death such that we are trapped in habituation, engaged in actions to secure things or results that we may not be alive to see. We do same actions every day and these actions that we engage ourselves in because we care for, we may not do if we are told that today is the last day of our life. We may not choose to save money for when we retire if we are told that we will die before we retire. This habituation that I have to retire at a certain age, I have to save for when I retire, I have to do this or that otherwise I may not live a fulfilled life and regret it when I am old, this is what has made us alienated from the reality. When we talk about death, we often say that one day I am going to die but we have lost our self-awareness that this very moment can be the last moment of our life. Before you started reading this essay if you were told with certainty that this is your last day, would you still have read the essay or did all that you had planned to do this day? If I was told that with certainty that today is my last day before death, then I know that I will not be working on my university assignments and this explains the alienation and habituation. We may choose to engage in actions differently and care about different things if we perceived today as the last day. I am habituated such that this is what I am expected to do at university and I am alienated from the certainty that Death can happen right now, without any cautionary notice or deadline. 
Heidegger has not associated Dasein’s authenticity with ethics or a moral code and therefore Authenticity combined with death as an ‘end’, may bring chaos and anarchy along with it. A Dasein may engage in actions which harms the society because every kind of vice can have an authentic approach. I may choose to manipulate other Daseins to get what I want because if I am authentic I will accept that I am heading towards death regardless of how I spend my life, whether its harming other beings, doing what they-self tell me to do or choosing what I want for myself. With subjective nature, opinions of Daseins on death and life after death will also affect the authenticity as well. Authenticity for a Dasein who believes that death is the end and there is nothing after it, will be different compared to a Dasein who believes that there is a life after death and that it will be held responsible or brought to justice in front of an authority i.e. deity and his actions may reap rewards or punishments. Dasein is a being who is thrown into the world, given the power to choose but with complete uncertainty of outcomes of these choices until it meets Death.  
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