Significance of the gobbet from the Homeric hymn to Demeter
This is an extract from the Homeric hymn about the abduction of Persephone in which Hades the god of the underworld (Pallardy R) kidnaps Persephone making her his wife Demeter who is the main character in the gobbet learned who abducted Persephone just before the start of the gobbet when the god of the sun Helios had told her of the abduction of Persephone by Hades and the fact that the abduction was approved by Zeus the king of the gods and Persephone’s father (Homer 75-80). she rejected the gods and began wondering around Greece (Homer 91-93) until she came to the house of Keleos in Eleusis where she sat by a well called Parthenion in the guise of an old woman (Homer 96-101) she was found at the well by the daughters of Keleos after the end of the gobbet the daughters of Keleos speak to Demeter welcoming her (Homer 113-117).   

The extract focuses on two main themes those being the grief of Demeter at the loss of her daughter as shown by the line at the start of the gobbet “she was visited by a grief even more terrible than before: it makes you think of the Hound of Hades.” (Homer 90) This theme of grief in continued throughout the poem as one of the main themes driving the Main plot of the poem. The theme of grief was probably used to help people relate to Demeter as it is a near universal experience for humans weather it be a loss of a family member or a friend most people will have experienced grief. 

 The second main theme of the gobbet is that mortals struggle to recognise deities as deities when they see them this is shown throughout Demeter’s travels through Greece where she is not recognised at all until it is explicitly stated in these lines “They did not recognise her. Gods are hard for mortals to see.” (Homer 111) This gives us an insight into how the Greeks viewed their gods at the time of this poem’s creation being able to express emotion like humans whilst still being different such as not understanding why a mother would be scared because her child had been placed inside a fire for example (Homer 245-251). This theme is significant because it is a significant part of the immediate plot after the gobbet so it is essential that it is set up in this gobbet.

In the gobbet various characters are described such as the daughters of Keleos who are described as appearing like goddess (Homer 108) In contrast to the description of Demeter as an old woman. Other characters who are only mentioned that get descriptions are Zeus who is described as being known for his dark clouds it is also mentioned that he is the son of Kronos (Homer 92) places are also given short descriptions or epithets such as Olympus the home of the gods being described as lofty (Homer 93) and Eleusis being described as fragrant with incense (Homer 97) these short descriptions help the reader to imagine these places and people and also help extend the poem if it is spoken aloud.

The main character in this extract is Demeter who is the goddess of agriculture and mother of Persephone (Pallardy R). She is the primary character throughout the poem and is deeply interconnected with the theme of grief that is woven through the poem as her main motivation is to get her daughter back and when the looks impossible, she begins to grieve for the loss of her daughter and displays classic characteristics of ancient Greek grief such as refusing to eat or drink weather it be food of the gods like ambrosia and nectar (Homer 50) or the food and drink of the mortals (Homer 200) and she doesn’t bath either (Homer 49) this is similar to how Achilles grief at the death of Patroclus is described in the Iliad (Homer 282-337). She also displays anger towards the other gods because they did not help her apart from Helios and Hekate (Homer 52) and particularly towards Zeus for letting the abduction happen (Homer 77-78). 
other characters that appear in this extract are the four daughters of Keleos who are Kalledike, Kleisidike, Demo and Kallithoe who appear near the end of the gobbet they are more relevant immediately after the gobbet when they speak to Demeter who is still in the guise of an old woman, they are characterised by there kindness this is shown through the fact that they are respectful towards Demeter and go out of there way to help her.



The gobbet is significant as it shows the break between Demeter and the other gods that would eventually lead to her causing famine across Greece which affected the gods tribute forcing them into a compromise with her in which Persephone was allowed to leave the underworld for a while every year. 
 Another reason for the gobbet’s significance is that it sets up one of the plotlines in the next part of the poem this plotline is Demeter staying in Eleusis and looking after the child Demophon (Homer 248) until his mother saw her place the child into a fire and began grieving angering Demeter (Homer 245-251).

In conclusion this gobbet is significant as it sets up and continues plotlines developed further later in the poem as well as that the gobbet continues to develop the theme of grief by showing us a grieving demeter wondering through the lands of Greece and through her wandering establishes that mortals find it hard to recognise the gods when they walk amongst them.
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                                                   And she [Demeter] was visited by grief [akhos] that was even more terrifying than before: it makes you think of the Hound of Hādēs.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	she shunned the company of gods and lofty Olympus.
	

	
	
	She went away, visiting the cities of humans, with all their fertile landholdings,
	

	
	
	shading over her appearance, for a long time. And not one of men,
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	95
	looking at her, could recognize her. Not one of women, either, who are accustomed to wear their waistbands low-slung.5
	

	
	
	Until, one day, she came to the house of bright-minded Keleos,
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	who was at that time ruler of Eleusis, fragrant with incense.6
	

	
	
	She sat down near the road, sad in her philon heart,
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	at the well called Parthenion [the Virgin’s Place], where the people of the polis7 used to draw water.
	

	
	100
	She sat in the shade, under the thick growth of an olive tree,
	

	
	
	looking like an old woman who had lived through many years and who is
	

	
	
	deprived of giving childbirth and of the gifts of Aphrodite, lover of garlands in the hair.
	

	
	
	She was like those nursemaids who belong to kings, administrators of themistes,
	

	
	
	and who are guardians of children in echoing palaces.
	

	
	105
	She was seen by the daughters of Keleos, son of Eleusinos,
	

	
	
	who were coming to get water, easy to draw [from the well], in order to carry it
	

	
	
	in bronze water-jars to the phila home of their father.
	

	
	
	There were four of them, looking like goddesses with their bloom of adolescence:
	

	
	
	Kallidikē, Kleisidikē, and lovely Dēmō.
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	And then there was Kallithoē, who was the eldest of them all.
	

	
	
	They did not recognize her [Demeter]. Gods are hard for mortals to see.
	

	
	
	They [the daughters] stood near her and spoke these winged word
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