Early Textual History and Performance of Doctor Faustus.

  Christopher Marlowe probably wrote Doctor Faustus between 1588 and 1593.[footnoteRef:1] Below is a transcription of the title page of the earliest record found on Early English Books Online, printed in 1604.[footnoteRef:2] The format of this edition is “quarto”.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  John Jump (Ed.), Marlowe: Doctor Faustus, (London: The Macmillan Press LTD, 1969), p11.]  [2:  Christopher Marlowe, The tragicall history of D. Faustus As it hath bene acted by the right honorable the Earle of Nottingham his seruants. Written by Ch. Marl, 1604. ProQuest, Available at https://www.proquest.com/books/tragicall-history-d-faustus-as-hath-bene-acted/docview/2240937580/se-2. [Accessed 08/02/2023]. ]  [3:  W.W.Greg, A Bibliography Of The English Printed Drama To The restoration, (London: Oxford University Press, 1939), p327.] 

THE | TRAGICALL | Hiſtory of D. Fauſtus. | As it hath bene AƸted by the Right | Honorable the Earle of Nottingham his ʃeruants. | Written by Ch.Marl.| [printers device] | LONDON | Printed by V.S. for Thomas Buſhell. 1604.
  The stationers register shows the earliest entry for this play to be on the 7th of January 1601 for Thomas Bushell.[footnoteRef:4] With the title page stating that the 1604 edition was printed for Thomas Bushell, it is probable that this is the entry that refers to that edition.  [4:  Edward Arber (Ed.), A Transcript Of The Registers Of The Company Of Stationers Of London; 1554-1640 A.D. Volume III. (London: Privately printed, 1876), p178.] 

  The stationers register also shows that on the 13th  of September 1610, John Wright was entered for two books, one of which being The tragicall history of the horrible life and Death of Doctor FFAUSTUS, written by C.M.[footnoteRef:5] This entry indicates that Bushell is assigning the rights to print it to Wright. It is unclear if the two F’s in “FFAUSTUS” is an error on behalf of the register; the only other encounter with this spelling is in a different volume of the register.[footnoteRef:6] When mentioning this entry in A Bibliography Of The English Printed Drama To The Restoration, W. W. Greg spells it with just one F. [footnoteRef:7] Greg mentions the possibility of piracy but states that it appears to be a record of a former agreement.[footnoteRef:8]  Considering all copies from 1609 to 1631 are printed for Wright, it seems likely that this was a legitimate agreement.[footnoteRef:9] [5:  Edward Arber (Ed.), A Transcript Of The Registers Of The Company Of Stationers Of London; 1554-1640 A.D. Volume III. (London: Privately printed, 1876), p442.]  [6:  Page 236 transcript register eyer and rivington ]  [7:  W.W.Greg, A Bibliography Of The English Printed Drama To The restoration, (London: Oxford University Press, 1939), p328.]  [8:  W.W.Greg, A Bibliography Of The English Printed Drama To The restoration, (London: Oxford University Press, 1939), p328.]  [9:  W.W.Greg, A Bibliography Of The English Printed Drama To The restoration, (London: Oxford University Press, 1939), p327-330.] 

  Several versions of Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus play were printed, and there were reprints of some of the editions. There were also slight variations in the titles. For example, the 1609 and 1611 editions were titled The Tragicall History of the horrible Life and death of Doctor Faustus, whereas the editions before and after this did not include “the horrible” in the title.[footnoteRef:10] The first playbook Greg mentions is the 1604 edition printed by Valentine Simes for Thomas Bushell, and this is the only edition to be published saying that it had been printed as it had been acted in the title.[footnoteRef:11] This edition contained two devices, the first held by Valentine Simes and the second by Thomas Bushell.[footnoteRef:12]  [10:  W.W.Greg, A Bibliography Of The English Printed Drama To The restoration, (London: Oxford University Press, 1939), p327-321.]  [11:  W.W.Greg, A Bibliography Of The English Printed Drama To The restoration, (London: Oxford University Press, 1939), p327.]  [12:  W.W.Greg, A Bibliography Of The English Printed Drama To The restoration, (London: Oxford University Press, 1939), p328.] 

  The second and third editions mentioned by Greg occurred after the apparent agreement signing the books from Bushell to Wright. The first was printed in 1609, and the second in 1611; both these copies were printed by G.E. for John Wright to sell at his shop at Christ Church gate.[footnoteRef:13] The 1609 print included printer’s device 320, belonging at that time to George Eld.[footnoteRef:14] According to Greg’s bibliography, these are the last copies to credit the printers by name or device.  [13:  W.W.Greg, A Bibliography Of The English Printed Drama To The restoration, (London: Oxford University Press, 1939), p328.]  [14:  Ronald McKerrow, Printers & Publishers Devices in England & Scotland 1485-1640, (London: Oxford University Press, 1949), p125.] 

  An entry to the stationers register on the 19th of April 1610 notes an agreement that Valentyne Symms was to be able to print the shoomakers holyday or the gentle crafte for John Wright during his life whilst he had a printing house.[footnoteRef:15] This agreement could indicate a close relationship between Wright and Simmes, making it a possibility that some of the editions of the Doctor Faustus play mentioned by Greg without the information of the printer could have been printed by Simmes.  [15:  Edward Arber (Ed.), A Transcript Of The Registers Of The Company Of Stationers Of London; 1554-1640 A.D. Volume III. (London: Privately printed, 1876), p431.] 

  The fourth publication Greg mentions is the 1616 version, and this is the first entry to mention John Wrights’s shop being under the sign of The Bible without Newgate.[footnoteRef:16] Greg states that this is the earliest edition to contain the second version.[footnoteRef:17] There is a significant difference between the text of 1604 and the text of 1616 (usually called the A and B texts); the B text is the longer one with material added after the 1604 version. [footnoteRef:18] In 1616 Phillip Henslowe paid William Birde and Samuel Rowley for additions made to the play; this could explain the differences between the two texts.[footnoteRef:19] [16:  W.W.Greg, A Bibliography Of The English Printed Drama To The restoration, (London: Oxford University Press, 1939), p328-329.]  [17:  W.W.Greg, A Bibliography Of The English Printed Drama To The restoration, (London: Oxford University Press, 1939), p328-329.]  [18:  Vivien Thomas and William Tydeman (Ed.), Christopher Marlowe the plays and their sources, London: Routledge, 1994), p173.]  [19:  Vivien Thomas and William Tydeman (Ed.), Christopher Marlowe the plays and their sources, London: Routledge, 1994), p173.] 

  The following two mentions by Greg are for the 1619 and 1620 editions; both of these are the same as above, except that they state “with new additions” in the titles.[footnoteRef:20] The 1624, 1628 and 1631 editions are the same as above, except Wright’s shop is no longer named as the Bible.[footnoteRef:21] [20:  W.W.Greg, A Bibliography Of The English Printed Drama To The restoration, (London: Oxford University Press, 1939), p329.]  [21:  W.W.Greg, A Bibliography Of The English Printed Drama To The restoration, (London: Oxford University Press, 1939), p329-330.] 

Thirty-two years later, in 1663, Greg shows that the book is printed again, but this time for a W. Gilbertson to be sold at his shop, the Bible, without Newgate.[footnoteRef:22] The stationers register shows that in 1646 the books belonging to John Wright were assigned over to his brother Edward Wright following John's death; among these books was The tragecall history of the life & death of  Doctor FFaustus, a play.[footnoteRef:23] An entry to the register in April of 1655 shows that Edward Wright then signed the play The Tragicall history of the life & death of Doctor Faustus over to Gilbertson, among many other titles.[footnoteRef:24] The 1663 edition is written as it is now acted, indicating that there has been a change in the performance. This edition also contains the names of the actors.[footnoteRef:25] [22:  W.W.Greg, A Bibliography Of The English Printed Drama To The restoration, (London: Oxford University Press, 1939), p330.]  [23:  Eyre and Rivington, A Transcript Of The Registers Of The Worshipful Company Of Stationers; From 1640-1708 A.D. Volume I. (London: Privately Printed, 1913.), p236-237.]  [24:  Eyre and Rivington, A Transcript Of The Registers Of The Worshipful Company Of Stationers; From 1640-1708 A.D. Volume I. (London: Privately Printed, 1913.), p469-470.]  [25:  W.W.Greg, A Bibliography Of The English Printed Drama To The restoration, (London: Oxford University Press, 1939), p330.] 

  Whilst the 1663 edition was mentioned to have included a list of the actors' names, the earliest known edition in 1604 did not state this on the title page. However, the title page does state that it was acted by the acting company associated with the Earl of Nottingham. This company was also known as The Admiral’s Men.[footnoteRef:26] The lead actor of the Admiral's men was Edward Alleyn, described as “one of the greatest actors of the Elizabethan stage” he was admired for how he acted in his role in Doctor Faustus.[footnoteRef:27] It was Alleyn’s portrayal of Faustus that earned him his fame.[footnoteRef:28]  [26:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, “Admiral’s Men”, Encyclopedia Britannica, (2008.), available at: https://www.britannica.com/topic/Admirals-Men. [Accessed 6 February 2023].]  [27:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, “Edward Alleyn”. Encyclopedia Britannica, (2022.), available at: https://www.britannica.com/biography/Edward-Alleyn. [Accessed 8 February 2023].]  [28:  John Jump (Ed.), Marlowe: Doctor Faustus, (London: The Macmillan Press LTD, 1969), p156.] 

  The Admiral’s men were managed by Philip Henslowe until he died in 1616.[footnoteRef:29] Henslowe was responsible for the building of the Rose theatre in 1587, which was used until 1605.[footnoteRef:30] With the Faustus play being first performed around 1594, it is highly likely that it was performed at the Rose theatre.[footnoteRef:31] In 1600 Henslowe built the Fortune theatre for the Admiral’s Men, and they performed the opening performance.[footnoteRef:32] The Admiral’s Men had disbanded by 1631.[footnoteRef:33] [29:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, “Admiral’s Men”, Encyclopedia Britannica, (2008.), available at: https://www.britannica.com/topic/Admirals-Men. [Accessed 6 February 2023].]  [30:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, “Rose Theatre”, Encyclopedia Britannica,  (2020.), available at: https://www.britannica.com/topic/Rose-Theatre-London. [Accessed 8 February 2023].]  [31:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, “Doctor Faustus”, Encyclopedia Britannica, (2020.), available at:  https://www.britannica.com/topic/Doctor-Faustus-play. [Accessed 8 February 2023].]  [32:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, “Philip Henslowe”. Encyclopedia Britannica, (2023.), available at:  https://www.britannica.com/biography/Philip-Henslowe. [Accessed 8 February 2023]. And The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, “Fortune Theatre”. Encyclopedia Britannica, (2021.), available at: https://www.britannica.com/topic/Fortune-Theatre. [Accessed 8 February 2023].]  [33:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, “Admiral’s Men”, Encyclopedia Britannica, (2008.), available at: https://www.britannica.com/topic/Admirals-Men. [Accessed 6 February 2023].] 
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