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1. Introduction.
   This is my last individual report for the Digital Skills and Research Methods module. This individual report will be a research-based quantitative study and not a qualitative study, and I will collect information using both secondary and primary methods. I was assigned the challenge of researching academic literature on the subject of the collaboration of digital skills, creating my own survey on forms, and creating my own charts in Excel. Digital collaboration comprises a wide range of pedagogic interventions distinguished by their technical content, learning objectives/outcomes, learning styles, and delivering contexts argue Kyaw et al., (2019). 
                                               2. Research design 

2.1. Research Question.
   Which digital tool is most commonly used for collaboration at UWTSD, was my selected question. This was the most intriguing of the three questions, and I wanted to conduct research based on it.  According to  Schrader et al., (2018) students devote a significant amount of time and brainpower to the topics that fascinate them.
  In the last decade, collaborative digital learning has been in the midst of education,  the advantages of collaborative learning include improved student thinking, particularly in aiding students' higher-order thinking skills. Various tools, methods, and pedagogies have been adopted at universities to enhance collaborative learning among students Gopinathan et al., (2022). 

2.2. Research Method.
   In this individual research report, I employed quantitative research rather than qualitative research so in this case, it is not a mixed method study. The distinction between the two is that quantitative data is anything that can be counted or measured; it pertains to numerical data and facts. Meanwhile, qualitative data is descriptive, whereas it involves observing dynamics and behaviors, it is susceptible to interpretation and relates to things that are witnessed but not measured.  According to Del Toro & Yoshikawa, (2016) quantitative research provides examination procedures that can give us useful statistics and data.

     Batt and Kahn, (2021) research argue that Quantitative researchers have applied high standards of transparency in the survey, data transparency has become more important now because researchers use proprietary data in their studies much more so than in the past, 
their research also showed that Data transparency in qualitative research has considerably lagged behind quantitative research, in part because the anonymity of human subjects needs to be protected. Qualitative research often gains credibility through the trustworthiness of the data and analysis, rather than through replication. 
   Regarding Primary and Secondary research Dewidar et al.,(2022) research argue that primary and secondary research is a data-based report, the dichotomy between primary and secondary research Is that Primary research is an investigation executed to accumulate first-hand relevant data for the current issue. In their view Primary research is specifically tailored to the requirements of the researcher they are responsible to engineer the questions for the data collection and completing the daunting task in a necessitating significant amount of time for the researcher who is heavily involved, mentally and sometimes even financially this may require to allot of resources and prior knowledge of the subject.
   Dewidar et al.,(2022) research also argue that Secondary research, on the other hand, is the use of data already obtained initially through primary research,  that information was already analyzed and documented based on raw data collected by academic research.
   Students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David have the benefit and privilege to do this research easily by accessing the university library online, we can also find our own literature on google scholar and the government official websites that end with .gov. edu.  
    It is documented that in the past it was discovered by the researcher  GLASS, (1976) that  ‘’Data collection primary vs. secondary explains the advantage and the disadvantages’’.

2.3 Ethical considerations. 
   According to Harrison-Bernard et al., (2020) research they argue that the ethical code of conduct establishes and determines the guidelines for ethical behaviours; it specifies which behaviours are morally appropriate, lawful, and accepted. They also claim that there is an increasing number of studies demonstrating the benefits of diversity, equity, inclusion, and adherence to human rights. 
    Buchanan and Hvizdak, (2009)  suggested that when it comes to ethical considerations, everything must be respected and taken into account, including gender, social status, age, religion, origin, equality, and diversity according to their research everything goes hand in hand and makes the code of conduct come full circle.

3. Result.  

1)
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Description automatically generated] In this survey, I discovered that three out of eight respondents were in their late twenties, and with two out of eight were under twenty-four, which means the majority of the respondents are under thirty.

 


2)
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Description automatically generated]   To adhere to the code of conduct,(Buchanan & Hvizdak, 2009) I included all genders, including non-binary, in this question, as well as the option to not disclose their gender.  Six out eight were women and two were men. 




3)
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Description automatically generated]  Four of the eight participants were British, two were European, one was African, and one was of an unspecified nationality because I gave them the option to choose others in the questionnaire. (Crespi, 1998)








4)
 In this chart it was very even between those who does not use any digital tools, those preferred WhatsApp and those who use range of digital tools to collaborate with other students.  



5)
 25%  of the students disagreed that OneDrive is the digital tool they use the most to collaborate with their colleagues. The majority, however, agreed that OneDrive is the digital tool they utilize the most.


6)
 62% of the students who took this survey agreed that they use MS Teams with their peers more than other digital tools. 38% did not agree with that statement. 




7)
 75% agreed that OneDrive was the most frequently used digital tool to collaborate among students, and 38% agreed that MS Teams, MS word, and Moodle was not their most frequently used app.




	
8)
 75% of survey participants said they communicate and collaborate with their colleagues more frequently through WhatsApp than any other digital tool. 25%  of the participant disagreed with that statement.





9)
 7 out of 8 of the survey participants think it is not more convenient to use digital tools while collaborating through a mobile device.




10)
 87% of the students agreed that it is more successful to use digital tools to collaborate with other students. 

11)
2 out of the 8 participants that did this survey were men, They  Ranked first place for PowerPoints but it still ranked second. Excel was voted for the last place,  MS word won first place and second place was shared between MS Forms and MS Stream.


4. Discussions. 
  Surprisingly, what I first noticed was more women than men accepted to participate in my survey even though I sent more requests to male participants than female participants; out of the 20 survey requests I sent, only eight were women, and six of the eight who accepted to participate in my survey were women, while two only were men, that was my first discovery. According to Rabin & Smith, (2013) Women are more prone to participate in a survey than Men.

  My second discovery was that OneDrive was a very popular digital tool to use among the students to collaborate more popular than WhatsApp. The survey also showed that most participants were under the age of 30 even though I made sure to send more requests to people over 30.  The data showed that a survey is unpredictable and it can go anyway and you can never predict how many will respond to your request. I notice men in this survey were more into using PowerPoint and the survey did not fully support my hypothesis which was that mobile digital tools are more frequently used to collaborate among students. According to Albó et al., (2019) research, they argue that students found greater success in collaborating digitally via laptops, rather than a mobile device as the larger screen of the laptops makes it easier for students to cooperate and share knowledge and data. 
 
This Survey showed in fact that 5 out 8 students prefer not to use digital tools while collaborating through a mobile device. The hypothesis that was confirmed was with the use of digital tools, students collaborate more effectively with other students. According to García-Martínez et al,(2020) research, they argue that given that students are always attempting to collect data and exchange information via digital tools to collaborate with other students and strive to complete assignments on time, digital technologies have shown to be the most beneficial and essential tool of modern times.
According to Andrade, (2020) research, if the same survey was conducted in two different countries, the results would differ because, in some countries, such as Germany, they consider the ranking from 1 to 5, with number one being the positive higher number and five being the lower number. Meanwhile, in The UK number one is considered the lower rank number which is a negative number, and five is the highest ranking number.

  According to  Ackoff (1989) an academic pioneer his study shows,  that there is a progression in his matrix system, a system built on thinking from stage one to the next, beginning with data collection, interpreting information, accumulating knowledge, and progressing to wisdom and comprehension, which help in the transition from one stage to the next.
    In making this survey I had to also consider the Ethical concerns I may face and I had to set criteria to ensure that the quality of research is protected and that people who partook in this survey are not ridiculed or overlooked, I also had to keep their anonymity in my survey.  According to Harrison-Bernard et al., (2020) these are the guidelines for ethical research. 
  The practice and principles of referencing to preserve academic integrity were also practiced in my survey.  And it must be mastered to prevent the terrible consequences of plagiarism according to Neville’s (2012) research. 

5. conclusion. 
  In my conclusion on this individual report depending on the survey I conducted, my hypothesis, and the peer-viewed literature I have investigated is that researchers support one of my hypotheses García-Martínez et al,(2020)  and some literature did not support my other hypothesis, and in fact, they found it incorrect.  My hypothesis that students typically collaborate using digital tools via mobile devices with one another was incorrect according to Albó et al., (2019) research, a laptop is more favorable and practical when collaborating digitally. The other hypothesis was correct I found supportive peer-viewed research that showed that students with the use of digital tools collaborate more effectively and favorably.  In conclusion data and peer-reviewed literature shows that students find it commonly helpful and essential to collaborate with other students via digital tools according to García-Martínez et al., (2020). Using quantitative, secondary, and primary research methods helped in making my questions in my survey and conducting it, it was also equally important to follow the guidelines of ethics and its’ considerations. Kyaw et al., (2019).
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7. Appendix. 
Digital Skill and Research Method Questionary. 
The survey will take approximately 2 minutes to complete. Which digital tool is most commonly used for collaboration at UWTSD among students?

1. I consent to take part in this Questionnaire Voluntarily, as long as it adheres to the Privacy Act. 
Yes
No


2. What is your age Group? 
18-24
25-35
36-45
45+



3. What is your gender? Required to answer. Single choice. 

Woman
Man
Non-binary
Prefer not to say





4. What is your Nationality? Required to answer. 

British
European
Asian 
Latin American 
African
Middle Eastern
North American
Others

5. Choose your preferred response to each question. 
Strongly Agree, Agree, Disagree, and Strongly disagree

	I use OneDrive More than I use other Apps to collaborate 
	
	
	
	

	I do not use any digital tools to collaborate with my peers.
	
	
	
	

	I use a different range of digital tools to collaborate with my peers 
	
	
	
	

	There is no digital tool that I use more frequently than WhatsApp with Others.
	
	
	
	

	I use both  OneDrive and MS Word equally often when working with other



	
	
	
	


6. Do you use MS Teams more than other digital tools to work with your peers?
Yes
No

7. Do you use OneDrive more than other digital tools to collaborate with peers? 
Yes
No

8. Do you use WhatsApp more than other digital tools to collaborate with peers? 
Yes
No




9. When collaborating with peers do you use one digital tool more than others? 
Yes
No



10. Rank these applications in order according to how frequently you use them to collaborate with others?
 
WhatsApp
MS Teams
OneDrive
Moodle
MS Word



11.  Rank these applications according to how frequently you use them to collaborate with others on OneDrive?
MS PowerPoint
MS Word
MS Excel
MS Streams
MS Forms
 
12. Do you agree that by using digital tools students find it easier to collaborate with other students more successfully?
Yes
No 

13. Is it more convenient to collaborate with students using a digital tool via a mobile device?
Yes
No

14) Rank these applications according to how frequently you use them to collaborate with other students?
PowerPoints
Excel
MS Word
MS Stream
MS Forms
 

Choose your preferred response to each quiz.

I use OneDrive more than I use other digital tools to collaborate with students.	Strongly agree	Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	0.125	0.375	0	0.5	I do not use any digital tools to collaborate with my peers.	Strongly agree	Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	0	0.5	0.125	0.375	I use a range of digital tools to collaborate with my fellow students.	Strongly agree	Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	0.375	0.5	0.125	0	There is no digital tool that I use more frequently than WhatsApp with my peers.	Strongly agree	Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	0.25	0.5	0.25	0	I use both OneDrive and MS Word equally when collaborating with other students.	Strongly agree	Agree	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	0.125	0.25	0.5	0	




Do you use the OneDrive more than other digital tools to collaborate with peers?

WhatsApp	
Strongly agree 	Agree	0.37	0.125	

Do you use MS Teams more than other digital tools with your peers?


Yes	No	5	3	

Rank these Apps in the order of how frequently you use them to collaborate with other students. 

Strongly agree 	WhatsApp	Moodle	MS Teams	OneDrive	MS Words	0.37	0.375	0.25	0.75	0.5	Agree	WhatsApp	Moodle	MS Teams	OneDrive	MS Words	0.125	0.125	0.25	0.125	0.125	Disagree	WhatsApp	Moodle	MS Teams	OneDrive	MS Words	0.25	0.375	0.375	0.125	0.375	Strongly disagree	WhatsApp	Moodle	MS Teams	OneDrive	MS Words	0.25	0.125	0.125	0	0	



Do you use the WhatsApp more than other digital tools to communicare with your peers? 


Yes	No	6	2	

Is it more convenient to collaborate with students using a digital tool via a mobile device?


Agree	Disagree	7	1	

Do you agree that by using digital tools students find it easier to collabirate with other students more successfully?  


Agree	Disagree	7	1	

Rank these applications according to how frequently you use them to collaborate with other students?

Rank	2
[CATEGORY NAME]
4
1
3
3

PowerPoints	Excel	MS Word	MS Forms	MS Stream	2	0	4	1	1	

2

image1.png
Field2

35

25

15

What age Group are doing this Survey?

1824

2535

3545




image2.png
Field1

What is the gender of the Survey participant?

Donit want to ay.
Non-Binary.

Women

Men





image3.png
a5

ES

25

15

05

Participants Nationalities.

Brifish  European

asain

North  South  Middle
American American  eastern

Aftican





