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What success looks like to me

For me, career success would be to become a great teacher, to perfect my leadership skills, to be able to support and motivate others, as well as showing creativity in a lesson to get the children engaged. To be able to gain these skills, I think it is important to get experience of working with others, such as in group exercises and from working in the classroom. Personal success is the ability to be able to cope with and to manage stress and not allow a problem to take control but to fix the problem at hand. I may need to turn to the module lead or peers and use the resources available at the university library. The journey of transformation will involve learning to know your own needs, being able to work independently and having the willingness to take a risk. This independent transformation will be a very personal experience that will need the determination to change and become the best version of yourself. All these qualities will ensure I become the successful teacher that I aim to be.
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Critical Thinking

Critical thinking is when you are presented with a piece of information about a topic and instead of taking all the information as reliable you take a step back and look at any factors that could mean that the information is not completely true and accurate. Factors to look at for example, would be who the author of the piece of writing is, what the purpose of them writing it is, if there is a certain point that they are trying to get across to persuade the reader and whether there are biased views. To ensure that you have got the correct information and understanding of a topic it is best to do further research from multiple sources and compare them with each other, this way you are more likely to have more solid facts and less personal opinions.

There is importance and benefits of critical thinking in academic contexts and everyday life. Being able to find what information is useful and having more precision in your work. Also, not just when looking for information, but when you are reflecting on your own work and where you can improve it is also important to critically think. As Cottrell (2005) suggests “a lack of self-awareness and weak reasoning skills can result in unsatisfactory appraisals at work or poor marks for academic work” (Cottrell, 2005, p.4). Showing that it is helpful in life to know where your strengths and weaknesses are to be able to thrive in your work.

Certain skills are needed to be able to successfully think critically. Cottrell (2005) lists these skills and explains about each one, suggesting that checking information multiple times and looking at the information in a different light will mean that you will not miss anything that has been presented to you. This shows that taking time to really study and break down a piece of information will give you the best results and a greater understanding for all angles. 

However, critical thinking is a hard process to suddenly begin doing. We all critically think with everyday activities but doing it in an academic style or really having to focus on doing it can be a challenge. A barrier causing problems with successfully doing this could be confusion over what is meant by criticism in this context. Cottrell explains that “some people assume ‘criticism’ means making negative comments” (Cottrell, 2005, p.10). However, this is not what is needed to be done, instead constructive criticism can be used, by not being negative but by being helpful. So, when critically thinking it is not about picking apart a piece of writing and finding everything wrong in it, but instead finding possible areas of bias or false logic that could affect the results you are collecting.
In summary, critical thinking is not an easy process to learn. However, through practise and learning the methods it can be achieved and enhance individual understanding of the topic at hand. 
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What I think about Education in Wales

Education in Wales is currently going through a new change of curriculum. This new curriculum has come about after Professor Graham Donaldson did a review on the curriculum and where there is a need for things to be changed for children and young people to get the best out of education. I believe this is also going to be a beneficial change for the teachers, for them to be able to teach more freely on how they think is best.

I believe this new curriculum is going to bring a new life to education. “The new curriculum will have more emphasis on equipping young people for life” (gov.wales, 2019). This will set children up for the future and give them skills that they need in life and ensure that they are able to excel and become the best of their ability. These are extremely important factors to learn in life and everyone should have to chance in their education to experience and learn like this. I find this new curriculum an exciting and amazing time for education in Wales and truly believe the learning experience for children is going to become even better than it ever has been.

Donaldson’s review recommended four curriculum purposes to help children develop and there are then six Areas of Learning Experience. These new changes will work together to ensure the four purposes are being worked on. As well as these there is also the acknowledgement of modern technology and bringing that into learning. “There should be three cross-curriculum responsibilities: literacy, numeracy and digital competence” (Donaldson, 2017, p.6). Bringing the knowledge of technology into education will mean that the children are learning for the time that we are in now, this will also help with their skills they need later on in life as technology is such a big part of society and the world that we live in today.

In Donaldsons successful features report he notes how there as been concerns about the transitioning between stages. In this new curriculum “all children and young people should make progress along the same continuum” (Donaldson, 2015, p.115). Doing this will keep everyone learning together, there still could be students learning at a slightly faster and slower rate than others, however, it is a more fair and equal way of learning and ensuring that each child has the same chance at success as the next.

In conclusion, I believe education in Wales is currently heading in the right direction. With this new curriculum being put in place children and young people have got the best foundations for the future. To be successful in the future you need to have the basic skills for life, as well as knowing how to function in the highly digital society that we live in.
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