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Success is measured on different levels for different people. My goals in life started with my academic studies in school from GCSEs through A levels and now onto university. In order to succeed in university, I must push my limits and give one hundred percent effort to each and every task given to me. A positive mental attitude is key to me becoming the best student, and hopefully teacher, that I can be. The more I push myself and succeed, the more confidence I shall gain in the long run. I am a capable learner and I have ambitions to succeed in my degree and to reach my full potential after university. I always have high expectations of myself, and I work hard to overcome adversity. This will be key to success in my degree. Aiming for a first in my degree is something which is extremely important to me; I would be proud of myself knowing I have put my best effort into the course. I wish to enjoy the course, however not wasting time is key to my success. I am a firm believer of what you put in you get out. In the future, success to me will mean a secure job as a teacher having completed the course to the best of my ability. My future goals excite me, and the prospect of achieving my dream will be in the forefront of my mind throughout the course. 
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Good critical thinking skills are vital to success in higher education. In her 2005 book on Critical thinking skills Stella Cottrell offers advice to good critical thinking skills and activities to help one understand where their own level stands. Critical thinking centres around the idea of using logic and analytical techniques to identify whether the arguments portrayed are ‘valid’ and ‘justifiable’. Questioning others’ reasoning is an important part of critically analysing other people’s work. The ability to analyse others’ combination of reasons allows one to question the validity of the reasons and to decide whether they support the interim conclusions and overall conclusion. The ability to be sceptical of others’ work and to question the reliability of sources and facts is also a major factor of understanding what to trust. Cottrell (2005), states that one must question whether the conclusion and reasons are ‘well-founded’ and based on ‘good evidence’. The argument must be presented in a structured and consistent way to be able to identify flaws in one’s work. 
Cottrell (2005), implies the idea that criticism is important to understanding and making your own judgement from others’ arguments and ideas. However, it is crucial to note that being critical does not necessarily mean that you must only be critical of the negative points. Cottrell indicates that there are often ‘misunderstandings’ that one can only be critical of weak points, however understanding the strengths in an argument is just as important as finding the weaker points. It is key to find out where the best evidence lies in a piece of work, from this one can then begin to evaluate the strength of the evidence and therefore, as a result one can evaluate the strength of the conclusion and general ideas and arguments within a piece. Cottrell states that constructing a ‘good line of reasoning’ is key to questioning whether the evidence is good enough to support the argument. 
Cottrell (2005), states that ‘self-evaluation’ is key to succeed with critical thinking. Self-awareness of how accurate one’s judgement is, is key to ensuring that ideas are not one sided and that one takes others’ views into account. Being self-critical is important to ensure that one does not ‘over-estimate’ personal ability regrading opinions and ideas. It is also crucial that one reflects critically on every piece of evidence collected. Cottrell states that many have a weakness to trust information from experts, she implies that one must ‘criticise experts’ as you would with other evidence collected. Assessing all evidence is key to understanding others’ points and ideas, this allows one to assess how reliable and accurate an overall conclusion is. 
Cottrell (2005), states that good critical thinking skills benefit one ‘in professional and everyday life’. Improved ‘attention’ and ‘observation’ skills create more focussed reading when analysing a piece of work; or when proofreading your own. Cottrell summarises critical thinking as a ‘process’ which tests but also ‘develops’ a range of analytical skills and ‘personal qualities’.
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‘What I think about Education in Wales’
The Welsh Education System reflects Wales as country and the part it has to play in the United Kingdom, Europe and the rest of the World. Education in Wales is forever changing; the experiences I have had will no doubt be entirely different to those of generations to come.  My experience in Primary school is a testament to the 2008 curriculum which is now being revised. I have been fortunate to have had an inspiring and memorable time in the Welsh Education System, and for the curriculum to continue to have a positive effect on Welsh Youth today and in the future a change is necessary; which the new curriculum sets out to do. 
The 2022 curriculum echoes a modern and changing world and reflects many ideas to suit a more technologically advanced society. This increase in technology is shown by the new curriculum pushing digital competency and concentrating on new ideas such as a child’s ability to code and programme computers. In his ‘Successful Futures’ report, Professor Graham Donaldson. CB states that the new curriculum will encourage ‘ambitious’ and ‘capable learners’ and will embolden ‘seamless learning’ with the introduction of ‘Progression Steps’ replacing the former Key Stages. This will no doubt create closer links between Primary and Comprehensive schools, and better prepare our young people for the digitally enhanced and inclusive world where their ‘Successful Futures’ lie. 
The new curriculum will reflect the way in which the world has developed since the curriculum of 2008. Since the Education Reform Act of 1988 Donaldson states in the ‘Wales Journal of Education’ that there have been ‘changing requirements’ of the Welsh curriculum and of the children and young people it affects. Donaldson affirms that the Education Reform Act of 1988 followed an ‘increasing government interest in the nature of school education’ and ‘growing concerns in literacy and numeracy’. The National Literacy and Numeracy framework has received much alteration in the new curriculum. Numeracy being included within the area of ‘Mathematics and Numeracy’, and literacy being combined with ‘Language, Literacy and Communication’. There will also be a greater focus on Welsh, encouraging more English-medium schools to become bilingual in the light of the Welsh Governments’ vision of ‘Cymraeg 2050’, (visions of one million Welsh Speakers in Wales by 2050).  
Following the release of Donaldson’s independent report, the BBC published an online article entitled; ‘Welsh Education: ‘Ambitious’ new curriculum unveiled’.  The report states that the new curriculum will be ‘one of the biggest shakeups’ to the Education System ‘in decades’. The report delivers the opinion of the Welsh Education Secretary Kirsty Williams AM, and her opinions on the new curriculum. She states that it is ‘an exciting time for education in Wales’, and although the report speculates that the new curriculum is ‘poorly defined’ and ‘weak’, the Education Secretary expresses that it will be ‘ambitious’ and ‘far-reaching’. 
Kirsty Williams AM states that the new curriculum will ensure the young learners of Wales ‘are equipped to meet the needs of the future’. I believe that is a prosperous time for Wales and the Welsh Education System, and I am thrilled to be entering Education at such an important and historical moment.
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