MY QUESTION:
Does public perception prevent the routine arming of police officers in England and Wales?
--- 
Research Methodology
Introduction
The purpose of the research methodology is to describe the methods and procedures used to conduct research and analyse the results to contribute to the project. Having a robust methodology will enable the reader to evaluate the project’s reliability and vaIidity. The methodology needs to contain enough detail for an independent person to conduct the research successfully in the same way as done in this project. The methodology will also identify the most appropriate research philosophy and method to successfully engage with the project’s question: “Does public perception prevent the routine arming of police officers in England and Wales?” 

The methodological strategy for this project can be illustrated in a rudimentary manner using the PICO model (Richardson, et al., 1995): 
· P (Population) – Members of the general public and the police, 
· I (Intervention) – A survey with subsequent quantitative analysis, 
· C (Comparison) – Existing data regarding routine arming of police and current codes of practise relating to armed policing, 
· O (Outcome) – Contribute evidence to the discussion surrounding routine arming of police officers in England and Wales. 

Research Types 
There are two types of research that were considered to be undertaken for this project: primary and secondary. Primary research is information that is gathered or generated first-hand by the author of the project, whereas secondary research is information that is gathered or generated second-hand from existing data, sources or studies (University of Minnesota Crookston, 2023). While both types of research are suitable for use in this project, primary research will be necessary and more prevalent to contribute to achieving the project’s goals. This is due to the fairly limited existing research around the topic of routine arming, but particularly the nuances this project seeks to engage with.  
Chosen Research Philosophy
This project has adopted positivism as its research philosophy. Positivism relies on measurable observations, and states that if something is not measurable then it cannot be proven as fact. Positivist studies often use quantitative methods of data collection, typically collecting data from large samples. Resulting patterns, correlations and relationships from this collected data can then be identified and studied through statistical analysis. A positivist approach will enable the project to draw meaningful conclusions, which can subsequently be used to inform the project’s overall conclusion (Ryan, 2018). Given that this project is conducting its research by way of a quantitative survey, a positivist approach is deemed appropriate.

Methodological Approaches
There are three core types of methodological approaches when conducting research: deductive, inductive and mixed. For the purposes of contributing to the discussion surrounding routine arming of police officers in England and Wales in a meaningful way, both approaches have been considered for use in this project. 

The Deductive Approach
Deductive research uses a ‘top-down’ approach and is ideal for larger samples that are analysed more superficially. The deductive approach seeks to develop a hypothesis based on existing theories and designing a research strategy to put that hypothesis to the test (Wilson, 2010). A deductive approach seeks to deduct conclusions from propositions, and begins with an expected or known pattern or theory which is then tested against observations. 

The Inductive Approach
Inductive research uses a ‘bottom-up’ approach and is ideal for smaller samples that are analysed more critically. The inductive approach seeks to begin with an observation (or observations) and then seeks to find a pattern within (Babbie, 2010). 

The Mixed Method Approach
Mixed methods research combines both the deductive and inductive research approaches in a single study. It can provide stronger evidence and inspire more confidence in ones findings. This approach could be considered as more complex than simply a deductive or inductive approach, as combining these demands extra resources and time of the study (GOV.UK, 2020). 

Chosen Research Approach
While the deductive approach can be considered as “reasoning from the general to the particular” (Pellissier, 2008), the inductive approach is completely the opposite and these two approaches must be considered as distinctly different from one another, and best applied in separate circumstances. Given the sample size of this project and the lack of any existing or known pattern to test against, the most appropriate approach for use in this project is the inductive approach. 

Data Collection Method, Sample and Design
This project will be using a survey to collect data. This will allow precise questions to be asked so that perhaps more nuanced data can be collected and analysed than currently exists relating to the topic of routine arming. While there seems to be some existing research regarding routine arming, the question this research project aims to explore is: “Does public perception prevent the routine arming of police officers in England and Wales?” While this could be considered as somewhat more nuanced than typical discussions around the topic of routine arming, there appears to be a clear gap in the research when it comes to the specific area of public perception and its potential influence on routine arming. Given this nuanced question, the survey aims to pose meaningful questions to gather relevant and current data to help establish the public’s view on routine arming and contribute to the current research on the topic. 

The survey will be created using SurveyMonkey.com and be distributed via email and private messaging, with instructions to pass the link to the survey on to family, friends and associates. The goal of this is to hopefully achieve a larger, more diverse sample. The survey should take no longer than five minutes to complete and will target both currently serving police officers and non-police officers; this may enable conclusions to be drawn as to whether or not police officers perceive things differently to ‘civilian’ members of the public, effectively capturing ‘both sides of the story’. The survey is comprised of nine questions, all of which could be considered ‘closed’ questions, but two will have options to allow a respondent to write a free text response and thus provide qualitative data, or alternatively select a pre-defined response. The survey has been designed so that it is unimposing, quick-to-complete and easy-to-read, with the hope that respondents will be more inclined to participate, share the survey and thus produce a larger dataset. The results will be collated and displayed in a relevant form of graph or chart, and these will be critically analysed against existing surveys and/or other material obtained during the literature review stage of this project, with the hope of producing a meaningful conclusion and recommendations. 

Limitations and Ethical Considerations
While other methods have been considered for use during this project, a quantitative research method in the form of a survey has been decided upon. This is partly due to the time and resource constraints of the project, which means research must be conducted in a more simplified way. The consequences of simplifying the research in the form of a single online survey means that certain demographics may be excluded from the research. This also means that the sample is not as large as it could be if the survey were distributed using more wide-reaching means, such as in-person surveying or distributing paper copies. 

Ethical considerations have been given to the anonymity of survey respondents, and the decision has been taken to keep all respondents anonymous. This study has considered that total anonymity can result in a respondent being less motivated to answer in a thorough and precise manner (Jaidka, et al., 2021). Regardless of this, total anonymity is necessary because some respondents may be serving police officers, which mandates personal security/anonymity. However, some respondents may be more likely to express their views honestly if they know their responses are anonymised and thus shielded from potential backlash. Additionally, the introductory page of the survey will explain to respondents that they will be kept anonymous, that no personal data will be collected and that their responses will be used as part of this research project. Formal ethical approval has been sought via a comprehensive ethics form and granted by University of Wales Trinity Saint David.

Time Considerations
Considerations have been made to time and the limitations it may present. There is not much time to collect responses for the survey in a varied way, as human resources in this project are extremely limited. The project also considers that people in general are busy with their own lives, and this coupled with the project’s assumption that routine arming is a polarizing subject, may mean some potential respondents may not want to participate in the survey at all. Additionally, there is a deadline for this project’s submission, which naturally necessitates the need for the research to be conducted in perhaps a more timely manner when coupled with this project’s aforementioned limited human resources.  
Conclusion
[Rhiannon, this is just a placeholder to remind me roughly what to write here/reword this when I come to write the next chapter.] The aims of this methodology which were previously stated in the methodology introduction section have been met/have not been met. The next section aims to collate, analyse and present the findings produced via the aforementioned data collection method.

This section has successfully described the research methodology used for this project, and has fully explained the considerations given to both the chosen research philosophy and the chosen methodological approach.
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