Over the course of this year in university I’ve participated in many studies. In these studies, I feel I’ve learnt a lot of valuable information I hope to utilise in my own studies.

One of my favourite studies I was able to participate in was aiming to see the impact and implications of dyslexia in language learning and perception by having participants attempt to learn and memorise six names of colours in Dutch and complete a vocabulary test.
One of the requirements for the study was to clarify if I had a dyslexia diagnosis; as I do not, I wasn’t uncomfortable sharing that information however it was anonymous when answering, which may have helped people who are, feel more comfortable. As well; your test scores would remain anonymous, and the test also allowed you to retry until successful. 
I was given full clarity of the intent of the study before I even signed up and had it reiterated to me before I began, which gave me confidence and trust in the runner of the study, and I will keep in mind this openness when running studies in the future.
As a participant I answered honestly in telling the researcher I did not have a diagnosis and think that my results in the study aided the researcher in concluding their findings.

Another study I had participated in had been phrased as a “questionnaire with a viewing task” Before the study began it was explained the questionnaire would be a personality test and the viewing task would be gauging different personality types and their opinion of abstract art. The first half of the explanation was true however the researcher lied about the aim of the study. 
In reality; the study was about NFT’s and if a physical copy of artwork is considered more valuable than an image on the screen.
As to not cause demand characteristics in the participant I see how it was necessary for the researcher to lie and I was not upset by the deceit as it was quite minimal, and I was heavily debriefed afterwards. Participating in the study allowed me to learn the importance of debriefing participants as I was able to talk and ask questions about the study and what my answers had implied about me. 
The researcher was not present as I completed the personality test and felt I was very honest in my answers even if they weren’t the desired traits to assign myself. Giving truthful answers is a key element of this research and if I had attempted to make myself look better, I could impact the data found.

The last study I want to discuss is one that was entirely online. The study looked at people's knowledge and options of sexual consent. Before I had even signed up there was a note in the studies information that said if you are uncomfortable answering personal questions about sexual content; it's advised you don’t participate, I hope to keep this in mind for any studies on sensitive topics I may hold in the future.
I didn’t feel uncomfortable participating in the study as the subject matter is not something I feel comfortable talking about, however there was a Thorough debrief message after I had completed the questionnaire and the study was entirely honest about its intent. The study not being in person meant I couldn’t ask the researchers any questions which is a drawback but also by being able to take the questionnaire alone I was more comfortable being able to answer questions honestly.

