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	Target 1
	To engage with a greater range of high-quality reading so that it can be drawn up on (by accurate referencing) to support points with regularity.

	Target 2
	Writing style - To include greater detail in demonstrating knowledge. It may help to imagine the reader will not know anything

	Target 3
	To develop the skill of paraphrasing









A critical analysis and evaluation of the observation research tool, ‘Leuven Scale’













Introduction 
In this assignment I will be critically analysing and evaluating the observation research tool ‘Leuven Scale’. I will also be comparing a range of literature which is related to the observation of the learning environment of the Foundation Phase. I will also be writing about the impacts on the ‘Leuven Scale’ on the four learners from the video I observed. In this assignment I am aiming to show my understanding of the Foundation Phase (FP) pedagogy, talk about my research and how the Leuven scale can be used as an observational tool. I will also critically talk about the Leuven Scale, and discuss my findings from my observation from the video I have watched. Foundation Phase is ages 3-7 in schools in Wales, this is where children get to be creative and imaginative in the classroom. Estyn (2017) was a useful source as it tells us that “The Foundation Phase Framework is set out to provide an experiential, active approach to learning.  It emphasises the importance of the child being at the centre of all learning and the significance of children’s wellbeing.” When it came to choose which lesson to observe, I choose the fourth video, this lesson involved a reception class developing their mathematical development which involved 2D and 3D shapes. The research question for this video was to ‘What extent does a focus group provide opportunities for pupil involvement and learning?’

Literature Review
Foundation Phase (FP) is made up of ages 3-7 in Wales. This was introduced in September 2010, and this is in place for children to allow them to become more creative and imaginative (The Welsh Government, 2015). This will further their education and will help children enjoy learning. There are different types of measures that will benefit the children in education and allow them to succeed in learning. There are 7 types of Areas of learning and these are important for the mind growth of the children. The areas of learning are Personal and social Development, Well-being and Cultural Diversity, Language, Literacy and Communication, Mathematical Development, Welsh Language, Knowledge and Understanding of the World, Physical Development and Creative Development. (The Welsh Government, 2015). Lexico Dictionaries (2019) tells us that the definition of Pedagogy is “The method and practice of teaching, especially as an academic subject or theoretical concept”. Examples of Pedagogy are play-based learning, independently learning, focus groups, directed tasks, physical learning, and role play. In the video that I chose, I was observing a focus group that had 4 participants. In this focus group they were learning about 2D and 3D shapes and asked to work in partners to figure out which shapes go where. A focus group is a small group of children participating in a task lead by the teacher. Focus groups are important and Cosmic (2015) informs us that with focus groups “You can learn about their behaviours, attitudes, feeling, perceptions and opinions.” These are important as with these pieces of information we can then see the capability of what each child knows. There are many positives and negatives to focus groups. Some positives for focus groups are that this method allows you to see and know the participants beliefs and how they respond from the subject given to them. Another advantage to this is that the teacher at any time can ask questions and get the children involved if it seems appropriate to. As focus groups have a small amount of people the teacher can focus on those children and get to know where they stand with the subject given to them. Another advantage is that with foundation phase some are unable to read and write well and can become stressful to the child, with focus groups it is verbal interacts which makes it easier for the children (Wall Ace Foundation, 2009). Some disadvantages for focus groups are some children can get excited and talk about something and go off topic from the subject they are learning about. Another disadvantage is that some children might find it hard to group work or to answer question in front of peers, this method can put them off from responding to the question (Evalued, 2006). Focus groups are wildly used and many theorist support focus groups. An example of a theorist who supports focus groups is Michele G. Jarrell (2000). She supports focus groups by expressing that “The focus group is a relatively easy way to obtain feedback from program participants or to follow-up on results obtained from quantitative studies”. From her comment it shows that focus groups are an easy way to get the information that is needed.

Methodology
I chose the fourth video for my observation because I feel that it is a clear video of the children doing the activity they are asked to do. The video does not pan around and stays still on the children which makes it easier to observe each child during the activity and write additional comments if needed. It was also a small sample group which made it easier to observe the children. As I have previously stated the lesson, I observed was a Reception class on Mathematical development and the children were learning 2D and 3D shapes. The Leuven scale is an observation tool used to observe children’s well-being or their involvement and the activity. The observation tool was created by Ferre Lacvers and this purpose of this tool is to help us comprehend how children act in class settings they are put in (Lewis, K 2010). There are advantages to the Leuven scale which is that it is helpful if there is a child you are worried about; it is easy to assess them using the Leuven Scale. There is also disadvantages to the Leuven scale, one of them is that it is a one-off observation, which is not enough as children do change over time and for this to work regular observations need to be made. There are many different types of observation, these are Narrative Observation, Observation schedules and Critical incident. A narrative observation is a in depth account of the behaviour shown in the classroom, it is also written in chronological order. A Critical incident does not have to be a negative event it can be an event you see as being important to a certain learner (Evans, A 2020). A strength of observations is that they are done in natural settings which will produce a more realistic result. A weakness of these is that it can be difficult to see and hear everything in the classroom and important information can be missed. In my observation that I conducted I used an observation schedule, this is a form that is made before entering the classroom and filled out during the lesson (Evans, A 2020), an observation form can get very detailed as additional comments of the children are made throughout the observation. I have my own example that I created based off examples I was given (Refer to appendix 1). My Observation schedule worked well for my video that I choose; some advantages of my own observation schedule is that it was easy and simple to fill out when observing the lesson. The form had plenty of room to add additional comments to each child if needed. A weakness of my observation form is there is a lot of repetitive information, when given an overall score the information does not need to be repeated.

Discussion and Findings
Ethic play a big role when it comes to research. Ethics are decisions we make that we see as normal, those decisions then effect our behaviour and relationships with others as some people might not agree with what you think are normal ethics (Singer 2011). To be ethical during research a consent form must be used but this can be a problem as the research we are doing consists of 3-7-year olds. This means some aspects can be problematic such as consent and assent. This can be problematic because legally you must be 18 to give your consent to participate in any tasks. This means that assent it then brought into place which is an agreement of someone who is not legally allow to consent, this allows them to then participate in the activity. It is also important to protect the participant when research is taking place. This will be done by using confidentially and anonymity (Evans, A 2020). Confidentially will ensure the information they provide will not be traced back to them. The date that is provided will be anonymised, this means I will removed specific information and generalise it, so only people who are familiar in that area will know what school I am talking about. I will do this by using indirect identifiers, this means not going into detail about the school, and not giving names of the students and the location (Evans, A 2020). A source called BERA (2019) tells us the importance of confidentiality and anonymity which is “Researchers should ensure that data are kept securely, and that the form of any publication (including those published online) does not directly or indirectly lead to a breach of agreed confidentiality and anonymity.” A limitation to being ethical is that we must all share the same morals, but this can be hard for every single person in the world to agree on one thing. During my research I came across a limitation that because my observation was conducted through a video provided I didn’t get a chance to meet the children and see what they are like in an environment that is not a focus group. I was only provided a video of them in that setting, which they might not have liked once started the lesson. In my observation, I looked at the lesson that was teaching a group of children 2D and 3D shapes. The video I observed was 2 minutes and 50 seconds long, I wrote down my findings every minute for each child. Whilst I was observing, my attention would be brought to two children from the video. Child A was very upbeat and was always eager to answer the questions to teacher was asking, but Child C was the opposite, this child would not raise his hand to answer any of the questions, he would sit there and fidget with a shape on the floor. When it came to the task, they had to work in pairs, when working in these pairs Child A took lead for her pair and Child D took lead for hers. When participating in the task child C would ask his partner to see where that shape would go and make sure he would have conformation off her then he would place it. Child C would become more independent after asking his partner a few times and once he knew what each shape was, he figured where to place them on his own. When the teacher asked Child C a question Child A and B was eager to answer but child C was able to answer it on his own. After watching the video I found that Children A and B were confident in their 2D and 3D shapes and on the Leuven scale they both scored a 4 which mean that ‘This child was involved throughout the activity and not easily distracted.’, Child C was not confident but his confidence improved throughout and on the Leuven scale he scored a 2 which means that ‘This child would engage in the activity but there would be times where there was non-activity and would stare into space’, Child D was intermediate as she firstly would not answer any questions but at the end she was confident, she scored a 3 on the Leuven Scale which means ‘This child would continuously be involved, this child didn’t show high energy levels and could be easily distracted.’ From my results I found that the Leuven Scale accurately scores the children and gives them a fair score for their involvement on the task. 







Conclusion
In this assignment I set out to evaluate the observation tool the Leuven Scale, discuss the Foundation Phase Pedagogy and explain my findings from the Observation form. I feel that I have discussed all these points well throughout my assignment and used reliable sources to justify my opinions. From my findings I have found that the Leuven scale is a useful tool to use as I agreed with the results given to each participant. There are many strengths and weaknesses to my findings, but some strengths are that the video I choice was clear and did not pan around so it was like I was sitting there watching them. The limitations I found are that there were only limited options to choose from for the videos which means we did not have much choice. This research has helped me create a research question, so in the future I can come back to this and use it again if need to. The research question I have thought of is What is the benefit of Enhanced provisions in the classroom for the pupils? With this question I will hopefully develop it in the future. 
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Appendix 
1. Observation Schedule Date – 30/04/2020              Observed by – Megan Langdon
Age Group – Reception 
Number of Participants – 4 - 2 boys and 2 girls
Observations – Every minute – Video length 2 minutes and 50 seconds
Success Criteria – For the children to be able to tell the difference between 2D and 3D shapes and separate them into the right piles. 
Context – Four children are asked to help the teacher figure out what 2D and 3D Shapes are. After they describe what they are they are then given the task to put them in the right hoop with the labels 2D and 3D on them. 

	Colour in box if appropriate
	Child A
	Child B
	Child C
	Child D

	Extremely Low – 1- the child is absent and has no energy. They might stare into space/look around.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Low – 2 – interact sometimes with the activity, but there can be moments of non-activity
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Moderate – 3 – busy with the activity and show progress but does not show much energy.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	High – 4 – continuous with the activity and not easily distracted
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Extremely High – 5 – shows continuous and intense activity, they are concentrated and persistent.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Overall Score
	4 – This child was involved throughout the activity and not easily distracted.
	4 – This child was involved throughout the activity and not easily distracted.
	2 – This child would engage in the activity but there would be times where there was non-activity and would stare into space
	3 – This child would continuously be involved; this child did not show high energy levels and could be easily distracted. 



Additional Comments –
	Child A
	In the beginning this child was eager to answer the question and was able to identify what a 2D and 3D shapes were on their own. When the whole class is asked a question, this child shouts out the answers. When they were asked to sort out the shapes this child was very independent until they teacher told them to talk to their partners, this child is very confident with its shapes. 

	Child B
	This child was also eager to answer the questions about 2D and 3D shapes. When the whole class is asked a question, this child does not respond and looks distracted. When they were asked to sort out the shapes this child only wanted to place the 3D shapes into the hoop, this child was not interested in the 2D shapes. Once they finished the activity this child was excited that they completed it.

	Child C
	This child has been quite throughout the first part of the video and has been fidgeting with a block and does not look like he wants to take part whilst the teacher has been talking. When the whole class is asked a question, this child does not respond. During the activity, this child was not confident enough to put the block down independently, this child made sure his partner told him where to put the shapes and was very quiet during the activity. When asked a question this child could answer it fine and gave the correct answer. At the end of the activity they are asked to give themselves a big woosh, this child really enjoyed this part.

	Child D
	This child is quite throughout the first part of the video but is paying attention to what the teacher is saying. This child can answer a question that is asked. When the whole class is asked a question this child quietly answers to itself. This child was confident during this activity and was helping her partner to place the shapes down in the correct hoop.
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