
Production
for Screen

By  MaryLegg



Learning

Outcomes

Demonstrate knowledge and
critical understanding of
suitable processes for a
given design problem.

Critically investigate and
analyse prop making and

painting techniques suitable
to their design needs.

Understand and apply
advanced knowledge of the

visual and technical
resources available to a

designer for TV and/or Film.



AIStatement
I have not actively used AI in the
completion of this module. If there
is any AI found in my workbook,

then I was not aware that it was AI
when I included or referenced it.



Task 3 – At the end of the module,
as a group, you are to give a

presentation. The presentation will
inform the audience about how you
have solved the practical problems
demanded by the brief, focusing on
production technique, methods and
problem solving. You will speak for

10 minutes each.

Tasks

Task 1 - You will focus on compiling a process workbook
– a record of all the areas covered in your lectures
along with ideas on how this newfound knowledge

contributes to your methodology. This process workbook
will take the form of a written and illustrated document

(digital or physical) or sketchbook. Your process
workbook will outline your journey through the module

and reflect on your learning and skills gained. You must
use Harvard referencing and create a bibliography for
your reading and research. This will be submitted via
Turnitin or handed in directly to the lecturer. You will

be assessed on your ability to select a range of
appropriate methodologies and procedures - 

• Research and testing 
• Sourcing 

• Progress pictures and explanation of set/prop/scenic
art development 

• Technical drawings • White card / sketch models 
• A completed working set

Task 2 - As a
company, make a
film set for the
given project

brief

Task 4 – Reflect
upon what you have

learnt throughout the
module and commit
those thoughts and

reflections to a five-
hundred-word

evaluation. This will
be at the end of you
process workbook.



The
BriefYou are part of a design and production team for a low budget film

based in the golden era of piracy, (1650 – 1730). Your set needs to
consist of at least two locations, and they must be linked to carry
the narrative. There will need to be at least one opening (such as
window) and one entrance (such as door) in your design. Each space
can be no bigger than 12m square and no taller than 3.6 meters. You
will be split into smaller teams/roles to tackle one element/room of
the overall design. In this project you will be required to work in
small production groups to design, build, fit up, dress and strike a
small set for TV/Film. You will need to consider materials,
construction techniques, scenic paint and texture, set dressing,
camera angles, H&S as well as theatre green book and Albert
sustainable practices with evidenced carbon footprints. Page 4 of 11
You have a total budget of £1500 and 5 weeks (with 3 weeks of
easter break in the middle) You are a production team with individual
responsibilities, but a responsibility to make sure the team is
successful in all areas.



Research
In the afternoon, we split up

the different pirates fro
m the

book ‘A GENERAL HISTORY

OF THE PYRATES’ by Daniel

Dafoe. I was assigned to

research Anne Bonny, Captain

Martel and Captain Evans.

Pirate captain in british jamaica during War of the

Spanish Succession 

Apparently once killed an entire crew of a prize

merchant ship

Was part of the flying gang - a group of ex-

privateers, who became illegal pirates

“By September of 1716 Martel was raiding the

shipping lanes off the coast of Jamaica with an 8-

gun sloop. He then set sail for Cuba where he

captured a ship carrying logwood named the John &

Martha. Martel took the ship and removed a deck to

make it more apt for piracy and then outfitted his

new pirate ship with 22 cannons.”

(History Archive, 2025)

1713-1718

was hunted by Francis Hume after officials were

tipped off to his location

attempted escape but ran a ground

ordered for the ship to be burned with the captured

slaves on board

his crew escaped onto the island

“Martel himself disappears after escaping Hume;

some sources claim he accepted King George I's

general pardon offered in late 1717 to all pirates

who surrendered within a year.”

(Wikipedia Contributors, 2026b)

Captain Martel
(George S. Harris & Sons and Allen & Ginter, 1888)

https://www.canva.com/link?target=https%3A%2F%2Fgoldenageofpiracy.org%2Fpirate-ships%2Fpirate-ship-types%2Fsloop&design=DAHExmPVa9g&accessRole=owner&linkSource=document
https://www.canva.com/link?target=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FGeorge_I_of_Great_Britain&design=DAHExmPVa9g&accessRole=owner&linkSource=document
https://www.canva.com/link?target=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2F1717%25E2%2580%25931718_Acts_of_Grace&design=DAHExmPVa9g&accessRole=owner&linkSource=document


unknown birth but assumed birth around 1698 and

assumed death around 1782

Irish American pirate

1718 - married sailor John Bonny travelled with to

New Providence

“Disenchanted by her marriage, she became involved

with pirate John (“Calico Jack”) Rackham. He

offered to pay her husband to divorce her—a

common practice at the time—but John Bonny

refused.”

august 1720 - left her husband and assisted Rackham

in his comandeering of the sloop William from

Nassau Harbour on New Providence

at time women on board was considered bad luck

apparently didn’t conceal her gender from her

shipmates but did when in combat and pillaging

1720 - after being captured she was sentenced to

death but her pregnancy saved her and she was later

released (likely due to her father’s influence)

after her release she settled down and married

(Pallardy, 2015)

She disguised herself as a man, dressing in men’s

clothes and keeping her hair hidden under a hat. She

gave herself the pirate name of Bonn, with which

she signed the pirate agreement

(Hofverberg, 2024)

Research

Anne Bonny
(Anne Bonny with axe and unsheathed

cutlass, 1725)

https://www.britannica.com/topic/piracy-international-law
https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-Rackham
https://www.britannica.com/technology/sloop


Died - 1723

Welsh pirate

“ Tiring of simple robbery, they located a Bermudan

sloop, rowed out to it, and Evans announced “that he was

Captain of the Vessel, which was a Piece of News they

knew not before.” The pirates celebrated at a local

tavern and spent so liberally they were invited back;

instead the pirates returned at night and looted the

tavern before returning to sea.”

Killed by his argumentative boatswain

Was going to be a duel but boatswain backed out,

Evans then beat him with a cane, in retaliation the

boatswain shot Evans in the head, the crew then

killed the boatswain

(Wikipedia Contributors, 2026a)

“The Death of the Captain in that Manner, provoked

all the Crew, and they resolved the Criminal should

die by the most exquisite Tortures; but while they

were considering of the Punishment, the Gunner,

transported with Passion, discharged a pistol, and

shot him thro’ the Body; but not killing him outright,

the Delinquent in very moving Words, desired a Week

for Repentance only; but another stepping up to him,

told him, that he should repent and be damned to him,

and without more ado shot him dead.”

(Boxall, 2024)

operated in the west indies

(History Archive, 2026)

Research

Captain Evans
(Geo. S. Harris and Sons and Allen &

Ginter, 1888)



Character

Selection After we fed back our research to each

other, we selected characters as a class.

We chose:

Anne Bonny

Mary Read

Stede Bonnet

Blackbeard

Jack Rackham



Locations

Sarah and I were

assigned to look into

places/locations

relevant to our chosen

characters

(Anon, n.d.)

Research

Not build as a pirate

have but became one

after the War of the

Spanish Succession

(1701–1714)​

Became the unofficial

capital of pirates

(Stone, 2025)



Research



Narrative
Trailer for a TV show/film

Focussing on the stories of Mary Read

and Anne Bonny about how/why they

decided to become pirates and how hier

stories interact not only with each other

but other prolific pirates such as capatin

Jack Rackham

This means that there will be a lot of

short clips filmed 



Roles
Lighting

Responsibilities:
LightingGround Plan

Rigging

Locatio
ns   M

anager

Responsibilitie
s:

Contacti
ng and making

arra
ngements fo

r on
-

loca
tion

 shootin
g



Locations Manager
They research and source locations that are needed

based on the given script as well as on meetings with the

director, production designers and other department

heads

they also arrange site visits to potential locations, during

which, they take detailed notes and plenty of photos

When filming, they are in charge of the location - making

sure everyone knows how to get there and making any

necessary negotiations (i.e parking, noise ect.)

After filming, they lock up and secure the location

They return the location back to the owners in a

satisfactory state

Roles

Resea
rch

(ScreenSkills, 2024b)



Lighting
In film/tv, the person in charge of lighting is

called the Gaffer

Gaffer - in charge of of the lighting plan,

working with the DoP to know what the

desired lighting effect is and how to achieve

them, they also are in charge of requesting

equipment

Roles

Resea
rch

(Rosco.com, 2022)
(ScreenSkills, 2024a)



LocationScouting
Carmarthen Castle



LocationScouting
Cofio Lounge -
Courtroom



LocationScouting
Llansteffan Beach



LocationScouting
Llansteffan Castle



Emails
After we decided what locations we would

like to film at, I sent off emails to them

asking to be able to film there

(Legg, 2026c)

(Legg, 2026a)



Emails

(Legg, 2026c)



Llansteff
an

Castle

(cadw.gov.wales, n.d.)

(Evans, 2026)



BlackSails
Over Easter I watched the first

episode of Black Sails. I found it

interesting. The design is cool -

some elements are historically

accurate but not all of it. 



Pirates of
the

Carribean

I also watched Pirates of the

Carribean. it was an enjoyable film

the historical influence was clear -

especially in the costumes.

(Walt Disney Studios, 2003)

(Keira Knightley in

Pirates of the

Caribbean: The Curse

of the Black Pearl

(2003), n.d.)



Lighting
When Cam had finished their moodboards, I had

a look at them and to help me with my lighting

ideas, I wrote/annotated what I gathered from

them in order to help me create my own lighting

specific moodboards.



Ship Interior LightingIdeas

Taking Production
Designer’s Moodboards
and creating my own -

notes on interpretation

Low Light
Floods at low intensity and

soft

Practical lighting - candles
and lanterns (some in

props store)

Pull orange colour - fire



Low Light
Floods at low intensity and

soft

Tavern/Inn LightingIdeas

Taking Production Designer’s
Moodboards and creating my
own - notes on interpretation

+ ideas

Practical lighting - candles 

warm tone lighting - fire lit 

Light for reflection

maybe some
daylight in some

shots -
directional light
through window



Courtroom/Hanging LightingIdeas
High intensity/ daylight or

cloudy - reflect mood

muted light and grey
colours

contrast - light, bleak
lighting - also “present”

Daylight



Lighting
I’m prefering 3-point as this is more natural

and matches what I can see from the Production

Designer’s mood boards.



Moodboards LightingIdeas
I took these notes and created my own lighting specific

mood boards - focussing on lighting, colour and angles.



The cliff shot is sourced so I will have to match lighting
Anne with whatever is in the shot

I will refer to the mood boards. Hanging is sad - reflect is
colours, I will make it appear over cast to further reflect
this.
 
Inn - soft lighting, inside, more yellow colours - contrast
previous shot



After-easterCatch-up
We talked through the designs and

moodboards Cam had created

We also did a script read through

After, we investigated what we have in

store - costume and props



Cadw
Form

After lunch, I filled out the form to film at Llansteffan on

the CADW website with some help and guidance from Dave. I

quite enjoyed doing it and might consider looking more into

the Locations Department from a careers perspective.



PracticalLights
On Cam’s moodboards there are a lot of

candles as practical lighting

So I collaborated with the Prop team to see

what we could do

When they had looked in props earlier in the

week, they had found some LED candles and

these were perfect for what we wanted.



Risk
Assessmen

ts
I then started to create the Locations Risk Assessment (again

with a bit of help from Dave).



Risk
Assessmen

ts



Actor
Schedule
Conflict It turns out that the actors are not available

on 7  May, which would be our location

filming day

th

So, we are shifting out location filming day

to be 8  May in the morning so we can still

film on our set in the afternoon.

th

I have contacted Cadw about this.



ProductionMeetingwithBrookeWe have a list of equipment need renting

No longer doing drone filming - instead we

are sourcing pre-existing footage from

digital media and adventure filmmaking



Costume
List

I helped Cam with costume

I copied over info from the sourcing doc

into the list



ContactingCadwDue to communication issues -

I did not hear back from

Cadw until the email (left)

They also rang - this meant

that I got clarification about 

I filled out Risk Assessment

for Cadw and sent off our

Public Liability Insurance



This is the risk

assessment I

completed for

Cadw





Cadw
I rang back Gwenda at Cadw after I

missed their call - I managed to

request for a different date and

additional crew

They informed me that I needed to

amend the risk assessment

The amended RA is on the next slide





Council
Email

Because we. wanted to film on

the beach - we contacted the

council to ask for permission/

warn them about our filming

I did this through the

Carmarthenshire Council

website



GroundPlan

To come up with rough ideas, I

decided to cut out the shapes of the

Llwyfan and the two sets

This meant that they were easy to

move



GroundPlan



GroundPlan

I then took my favourite layouts

and drew the rough lighting grid

over the top of the drawings

This was so that I could see what

might work best with regards to

lighting

I also did it to check the bar/truss

position to get most use out of



Model BoxPresentation
This morning, we presented the model box

and I presented my initial idea for the

ground plan

From this I know I need to do my ground

plan in CAD - Rox also suggested that I do

some tweaking to my layout to allow for

back lighting through the windows



Ground
Plan

After model box presentation

CAD

Arrange ahead of meeting

with Rox tomorrow Ground plan as of 28/04/26



Lighting
Plan

Rox said that he would create

the lighting plan

This is because everything

also needed to be shared with

Y1 for thier collaboration with

the Y1 actors



beach - salt - clean everything

sand - pre-assemble everything in a car

consider sun

water-proof coverings 

portable charger

pavo light

provided dry bag

haze - no concern

clapper + clapper pen

monday - monday loan

Notes frommeeting withLiam fromDigital Media



Filling the

window
frame

We needed to filler the window

The gaps were large enough to see but too small

for the pallette so we ended up using an old

paint brush and thicker filler to fill in the gaps



Problem:Paint
When it came to scenic painting, we were

running low or out of some paints

There was no sight of paint order

We (very thankfully) borrow some from 3

years

rd



The corbels are plastic and we wondered how we

would paint them - the plastic was too thin to key

into

We knew it was PVC 

We googled how you should prep plastic and

according to Young-dogs Espa�a S.L.U (2026) it

should be tacky/sticky so that the paint has

something ot stick to

Sarah and I remembered about the EPS primer we

used during Design Process (German Expressionism) 

So we prepped as per the instructions

We also mixed PVA into our base coat to make it

extra tacky

We then mixed a red wash to match ship walls where

it would fit into the set

Corbels



Helping withCostumeAfter we did the fittings with the actors we

had some mending to do

I added buttons to Bonnet’s shirt

I also had to mend his shirt as there was a

rip in it

I ended up swapping the buttons on Bonny’s

shirt as ther was a missing one higher up sp

I moved one of the original buttons up to

hide the mending as the buttons we had did

not match the rest



On the 4  may Ash, Rox and I rigged the lightsth

We rigged the lights on the truss according to the lighting

plan

We then cut and inserted the gels

We then rigged the two fresnels onto the boom that would

shine through the windows

We then placed and plugged in the fresnels on the floor 

When it came to checking that the light we rigged worked

while we were doing the gels, Rox found out that ⅔ of the rig

was not working - this was quickly resolved

In the afternoon, we ran cables to the dimmer

When it came to checking the lights, it turned out that the

boom down lighting behind the tavern wasn’t working

To eliminate what the issue was we tried changing first

the light then the dimmer plug before then daisy chain of

cables/extension leads

After that, we got a chance to play around on the desk

Rigging



Focussing
The next day, we focussed

Rox was up the ladder and Ash and I

swapped between being the designer and

being on the desk

When focussing you face away so as to see

where the light falls



LocationShooting7  May was location shootingth

We were delayed in leaving as forms needed

filling in mostly by the actors

We did end up getting to the castle on time

but delays later made us run long

When we checked the weather earlier in the

week there was a chance of rain but we

ended up having amazing weather

Due to us running long we ended up not

being able to shoot on the beach but we

manage to fake the shots up at the castle



Cofio

After the initial email, Gavin (the general

manager at Cofio) got in contact saying that

they would be happy for us to come down

After some conversation, he said we could

come down on 11  May to film thereth



LocationShooting



Presentation

Here are the

screenshot of our

presentation



Presentation



Presentation

Here are my cue cards

from the presentations



Reflection When we came back from Easter knowing how little time we had to build everything the project

felt very daunting and seemed impossible. However, now looking back at what we have

accomplished and how well and efficiently we all worked together. 

I really enjoyed doing lighting in this as this is an area I am really interested in. I really enjoyed

the process being a creative collaborative journey, where I got to work with the other

departments. It was really interesting to see how all the departments worked together - whether

it was collaborating with the props team for the practical lighting candles or asking the

Production designer if I had correctly interpreted their moodboards.

Something I did differently this time is that I created To Do lists for each of my areas (so one

for Lighting and one for Locations). This helped me to stay on top of things and know what I

needed to do next. It also helped me break down the more admin-based stuff with regards to

locations.

However, if lighting is an area I am seriously considering going into, I have to improve my CAD

skills as it turns out that I had done the ground plan wrong. I had not put in all the relevant

angles or measurements - thankfully, Annie had her laptop with the plan on so we could use CAD

to get those missing measurements. From this, I know I need to practice and experiment with

CAD over the Summer.



Reflection

This project has taught me to take things as it comes - especially when it comes to things out of

my control. Being the Locations Manager was stressful but has taught me so much and when I

learnt to relax and take it as it comes, it became easier. Doing Locations also taught me how to

do a Risk Assessment properly and I think next time I could be more independent and confident

in my own abilities to do it.

With regards to the presentation, I felt like it could have gone better as I felt underprepared

going into it but I also feel like when I was talking about lighting and my design for those it

went well and my enthusiasm came across.

Overall, I think this project went well and I now know what I need to do over the summer to

improve my skill set. It has also taught me what works for me organisation- wise. 
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	attempted escape but ran a ground
	ordered for the ship to be burned with the captured slaves on board
	his crew escaped onto the island
	“Martel himself disappears after escaping Hume; some sources claim he accepted King George I's general pardon offered in late 1717 to all pirates who surrendered within a year.”
	(Wikipedia Contributors, 2026b)
	Captain Martel

	Research
	unknown birth but assumed birth around 1698 and assumed death around 1782
	Irish American pirate
	1718 - married sailor John Bonny travelled with to New Providence
	“Disenchanted by her marriage, she became involved with pirate John (“Calico Jack”) Rackham. He offered to pay her husband to divorce her—a common practice at the time—but John Bonny refused.”
	august 1720 - left her husband and assisted Rackham in his comandeering of the sloop William from Nassau Harbour on New Providence
	at time women on board was considered bad luck
	apparently didn’t conceal her gender from her shipmates but did when in combat and pillaging
	1720 - after being captured she was sentenced to death but her pregnancy saved her and she was later released (likely due to her father’s influence)
	after her release she settled down and married
	(Pallardy, 2015)
	She disguised herself as a man, dressing in men’s clothes and keeping her hair hidden under a hat. She gave herself the pirate name of Bonn, with which she signed the pirate agreement
	(Hofverberg, 2024)
	Anne Bonny

	Research
	Died - 1723
	Welsh pirate
	“ Tiring of simple robbery, they located a Bermudan sloop, rowed out to it, and Evans announced “that he was Captain of the Vessel, which was a Piece of News they knew not before.” The pirates celebrated at a local tavern and spent so liberally they were invited back; instead the pirates returned at night and looted the tavern before returning to sea.”
	Killed by his argumentative boatswain
	Was going to be a duel but boatswain backed out, Evans then beat him with a cane, in retaliation the boatswain shot Evans in the head, the crew then killed the boatswain
	(Wikipedia Contributors, 2026a)
	“The Death of the Captain in that Manner, provoked all the Crew, and they resolved the Criminal should die by the most exquisite Tortures; but while they were considering of the Punishment, the Gunner, transported with Passion, discharged a pistol, and shot him thro’ the Body; but not killing him outright, the Delinquent in very moving Words, desired a Week for Repentance only; but another stepping up to him, told him, that he should repent and be damned to him, and without more ado shot him dead.”
	(Boxall, 2024)
	operated in the west indies
	(History Archive, 2026)
	Captain Evans

	Character Selection
	Research
	Locations Sarah and I were assigned to look into places/locations relevant to our chosen characters
	(Anon, n.d.)


	Research
	Narrative
	Roles
	Roles Research
	Locations Manager
	(ScreenSkills, 2024b)

	Roles Research
	Lighting
	In film/tv, the person in charge of lighting is called the Gaffer
	Gaffer - in charge of of the lighting plan, working with the DoP to know what the desired lighting effect is and how to achieve them, they also are in charge of requesting equipment


	Carmarthen Castle
	Cofio Lounge - Courtroom
	Llansteffan Beach
	Llansteffan Castle
	After we decided what locations we would like to film at, I sent off emails to them asking to be able to film there

	Emails
	Emails
	Llansteffan Castle
	Black Sails
	Pirates of the Carribean
	I also watched Pirates of the Carribean. it was an enjoyable film the historical influence was clear - especially in the costumes.
	(Walt Disney Studios, 2003)

	Lighting
	Lighting Ideas

	Ship Interior
	Lighting Ideas

	Tavern/Inn
	Lighting Ideas

	Courtroom/Hanging
	Lighting
	Moodboards
	Lighting Ideas

	The cliff shot is sourced so I will have to match lighting Anne with whatever is in the shot
	I will refer to the mood boards. Hanging is sad - reflect is colours, I will make it appear over cast to further reflect this.
	Inn - soft lighting, inside, more yellow colours - contrast previous shot
	After-easter Catch-up
	Cadw Form
	Practical Lights
	Risk Assessments
	Risk Assessments
	Actor Schedule Conflict
	Production Meeting with Brooke
	Costume List
	Contacting Cadw
	This is the risk assessment I completed for Cadw
	Cadw
	Council Email
	Ground Plan
	Ground Plan
	Ground Plan
	Model Box Presentation
	Ground Plan
	Ground plan as of 28/04/26

	Lighting Plan
	Notes from meeting with Liam from Digital Media
	Filling the window frame
	Problem: Paint
	Corbels
	Helping with Costume
	Rigging
	Focussing
	Location Shooting
	Cofio
	Location Shooting
	Presentation
	Presentation
	Presentation
	Reflection
	Reflection
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