Tia Carson-Davies

Within this discussion, I will be focussing on the sacrament of Baptism and its significance and importance for contemporary Christian practice.
There are four different approaches to sacraments, each with different understandings of what counts as a sacrament. Roman Catholicism believes that there are seven sacraments, whereas Eastern orthodox traditions believe that God is always present and working towards the delivery of grace but that the same seven are called the ‘major’ sacraments. Martin Luther believes that there are three sacraments.
John Calvin takes a very strict and minimalistic approach to sacraments. He believes that there are only two sacraments and that they are earthly signs associated with a promise from God, that Baptism promises a spiritual cleanse from the original sin passed down from the fall.
I will be focussing on Baptism as each of the four approaches believe in Baptism as a sacrament. 
I will be discussing Baptism from the roman Catholic view that Baptism is symbolic of the cleansing of sin. It represents a membership of Christianity, as a baptized Christian
“The initiation ceremony, also from the very beginning, consisted of a blessing that accompanied an immersion in water or at least a symbolic washing in water—that is, a baptism. Baptism had been practiced in Judaism for a long time before the time of Jesus as a ritual that cleansed one from impurity. Jesus himself was baptized by John “the Baptist” in the River Jordan.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Cooke, B. and Macy, G, Christian Symbol and Ritual: An Introduction, Oxford Scholarship (July 2005).
Hough. J, 2017 Quora, ‘What is the importance of baptism in the Catholic Church? Page 70] 

Three of the main significant factors for the contemporary Christian practice of Baptism that I have identified are the cleansing from sin. That Catholics are baptised because Jesus was baptised by John the Baptist, and to represent the Initiation and entering into the Christian community

Firstly, some communities, such as Roman Catholicism, believe that Baptism is extremely important within contemporary society for the cleansing of sins.
Infant baptism is what occurs within Roman Catholic communities as it is extremely important for a child to be baptised as soon as possible within contemporary Catholicism as in the Gospel of John, Jesus had said, “No one can enter God's kingdom without being born of water and Spirit” (John 3:5).
We are all born with original sin, inherited from Adam. Therefore, it is important to Catholics in contemporary society to have the original sin cleansed. 

Baptism is more than just a cleansing, it is a spiritual cleaning of the sin passed down from Adam.
The significance of water is shown in ‘Christian Symbol and Ritual: An Introduction’:
 “Water was, and is, both life and death for humans. Too much water in the form of powerful ocean tides or raging floods can drown us with its awesome power. Too little water leeches us of strength, and we quickly die of thirst. Of course, this is true not only of humans. Every farmer dreads both flood and drought. Too much water at the wrong time can mean crops die and famine can result. Too little water, and crops never grow and again famine can result. Water is death for all creation; water is life for all creation. It should come as no surprise that the probes sent to Mars are looking for evidence of water, since evidence of water would be evidence for the possibility of life. Most societies celebrate in some way the life-and-death-dealing power of water. Christians inherited the symbolism of water directly from Judaism.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Cooke, B. and Macy, G, Christian Symbol and Ritual: An Introduction, Oxford Scholarship (July 2005).] 


The Roman Catholic Church defines sacraments as ‘efficacious signs of grace, instituted by Christ and entrusted to the Church, by which divine life is dispensed to us. The visible rites by which the sacraments are celebrated signify and make present the graces proper to each sacrament. They bear fruit in those who receive them with the required dispositions’[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Catechism of the Catholic Church <http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p2s1c1a2.htm> [Accessed 16th November 2018]] 

The performance of the sacrament signifies and makes present the good things and marks the things Baptism should teach us. The performance of the sacrament embraces the graces we associate with it and ways of bringing about graces and good things through a way Christ has instructed and through these sacraments we can reenact what we can read Jesus has done in the Bible.
When Jesus is baptized by John the Baptist a white dove appears, representing purity and the Holy Spirit to show God washing clean the sins of the world.
“As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:16-17)
This symbolises the purity from the Baptism in the form of a dove or the Holy Spirit. Baptism is an outward sign of inward grace. Marking and encouraging our inner good things and graces
Martin Luther believes that a sacrament is an act or rite instituted by God in which God has joined His Word of promise to a visible element through which God offers, gives and seals the forgiveness of sin earned by Christ.


The Roman Catholic Church says that the sacrament of Baptism represents a membership of Christianity and welcoming into the community as a new person, a baptized Christian and views it as ‘the sacrament of entry into the church’[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Catechism of the Catholic Church <http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p2s1c1a2.htm> [Accessed 16th November 2018]] 

The church is vital in the practice of the sacraments, including Baptism why it is important for baptism to take place in a church
“The importance of baptism in the Catholic Church CANNOT be overstated. It is the door through which one enters the Church, becomes a child of God, and can receive all the other sacraments. There truly is no salvation without baptism. For this reason the Church has always been very careful to ensure that everyone is baptized, and believes that those who know nothing of the Church may be baptized in desire if they are genuinely trying to follow God and would be baptized if they knew of its importance.”[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Hough. J, 2017 Quora, ‘What is the importance of baptism in the Catholic Church? <https://www.quora.com/What-is-the-importance-of-baptism-in-the-Catholic-Church> [Accessed 16th November 2018]] 


To conclude, I have identified and discussed three significant factors for the contemporary Christian practice of Baptism from the Roman Catholic view of sacraments. The Roman Catholicism community believes that Baptism is extremely important within contemporary society for the cleansing of sins, especially infant baptism as when we are born, we have already inherited original sin from the fall of Adam and Eve and therefore our sins need to be cleansed as a baby through the Sacrament of Baptism, in a church.
Roman Catholics also practice baptism because they are following and re-enacting what Christ did as he was baptised by John the Baptist in the river Jordan. Baptism also represents a membership of Christianity, this is significant because you are able to enter into the community as a new, baptized Christian, free from original sin.
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Then as now, the meaning of the initiation ritual was quite clear: a person was beginning a new life; the initiation was compared to being born again. One assumed a new identity. One was now a Christian, and this was meant to change the meaning of everything thereafter in the person's life. All her or his actions were to be part of the Christian community's mission to help bring about the reign of God.”[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Cooke, B. and Macy, G, Christian Symbol and Ritual: An Introduction, Oxford Scholarship (July 2005). Page 74] 
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