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Introduction background
The conducted energy device (CED) is a piece of modern-day technology that forms part of a trained police officers work related equipment. Only devices manufactured by Taser International are authorised for use by police forces in England and Wales (Home Office, 2013). This is why the CED is commonly known and referred to as Taser. Throughout the study I will be referring to the CED as Taser. 
The device is classed as a less lethal weapon which aims to temporarily incapacitate a subject with an electrical current that interferes with the body’s neuromuscular system. It was first introduced in the UK in 2003 following an initial trial by firearms officers (McGuinness, 2016a). As of September 2019, the NPCC state that the total number of Specially Trained Officers (STO) and Authorised Firearms Officers (AFO) who carry Taser was 30,548, out of a total officer workforce of 156,833 (2021). However, since its introduction, the use of Taser has been widely debated. Medical experts and human rights groups have raised significant concerns about the health and safety risk associated with the use of Taser. In England and Wales alone, 18 people have died after being Taser by police, although, Taser only contributed or caused a small number of the deaths. Considering these findings it is important to identify if Tasers are fit for purpose and if they are the safest means of protecting both the police and the public. In my research I aim to identify perceptions of the weapon from both the public and the police. 
The reason I have chosen Taser as my topic is due to the lack of academic studies and the recent scrutiny over the death of ex-Aston Villa football player Dalian Atkinson, who died as a result Taser being used against him. Taser is currently in the public domain as police forces in England and Wales aim to arm more officers with the weapon as a result of a government grant.  

Key Questions/Objectives
The aim of this research proposal is to critically review the use of conducted energy devices (Taser) by police forces in England and Wales. As part of this research, I will identify if Tasers are fit for purpose and establish if they are the safest means of protecting both the police and the public. Furthermore, I will review the primary uses of Taser and ascertain in what context they are used. Finally, I will identify how the weapons is perceived by both, the public and the police to gain an understanding of how people view the weapon. With the use of primary research, I will also review the police and publics perceptions and perspective on the use of Taser with by using semi structured interviews and questionnaires. 

Literature review 
Since Taser was introduced in 2003 there have been some reviews and studies on how AFO’s and STO’s in police forces across England and Wales use the weapon. Research conducted over the past decade are predominantly based on the following themes; Public concern, medical implications and police use of force. Within most documents or reviews findings suggest that Tasers are often used in situations that may not justify the use of these devices. Police conduct report 2015 reviewed the public’s opinion of the police force and found that concern about the frequency with which police use force was relatively low. A quarter of the public felt concerned about how frequently the police use force, and one in every 25 people reported being very concerned about it (TNS, 2015). Similarly, another study found that 71 per cent of the respondents considered it acceptable for officers to carry a Taser and four out of five participants claimed that they would be more likely to approach an officer for help if they were in possession of a Taser (Polfed.org, 2016). However it also found that the public had limited awareness of what types of force the police can legally use, but assume the police would only use types of force that were in line with the law.
A highly researched and debated topic within the area of Tasers is the medical implications. The Defence Scientific Advisory Council Sub-Committee on the Medical Implications of Less-Lethal Weapons (DOMILL) released its most recent statement on the medical implications of the use of the Taser in January 2012. It highlighted how “the physiological burden arising from the Taser-induced muscle contractions and pain, combined with the stressful circumstances in which the Taser is likely to be used, may adversely affect certain groups” (McGuinness, T., 2016b). It also warned of the potential for Taser discharge to be administered to individuals whose behaviour is influenced by an underlying medical condition. The American Journal of Public Health (MacDonald et al. 2009) research results suggested that “any injuries sustained during or after being exposed to the deployment of a Taser did not come from the weapon itself; other factors had the potential to affect the condition of the suspect”. While this is promising, other contributing factors would have to be considered when establishing why there are the amount of injuries and even deaths there are as a result of Taser deployment.
According to The Metropolitan Police any use of the Taser must be proportionate, lawful, accountable and absolutely necessary. Studies and reviews on the use of Tasers within the police force warned against ‘mission-creep’ – the use of equipment because it is available, rather than because it is necessary (IPCC, 2014). Research also warns that the use of Taser has widened considerably – not only in terms of the number of police officers using it, but also in terms of its use in circumstances where it would not have been used in the past (National Police Chiefs’ Council, 2015). In order to ‘answer the increasing demands for better policing of firearms situations, the government and police forces of the UK have committed to the research of less-lethal weapons’ (Rogers, 2003).

Methodology 
For the purpose of this study, I will be using both qualitative and quantitative research methods. Using a variety of research methods will allow me to collect reliable and comparable data force (Creswell, & Clark, 2007). Initially I will be conducting a questionnaire and obtain data from Police Officers and PCSO’s working in the Cardiff area. Through the use of the questionnaires, I will be able to gather numerical data that can be ranked and categorised through analysis in addition to finding how many, how much, how often, or to what extent (University of Newcastle Library Guides. 2019). According to Rowley (2014) questionnaire is used where the researcher wants to profile the sample in terms of numbers or to be able to get the frequency of beliefs, opinions, process, behaviours, experience or prediction. For the purpose of this research I will be distributing the questionnaire online to a sample of over 50 police officers, members of the public and PCSO’s. Online surveys allows for a more sufficient data collection process and data from a large sample of respondents can be collected relatively quickly (Williamson, 2013). I will design and develop a questionnaire in order to meet the aims and objective of the study.
The second research method I will be using is an interview. This qualitative method is used to discuss the topic in more detail, it also allows the interviewer to explain and explore certain answers in more detail and develop a better understanding of the person’s opinions, behaviour, and experiences (Tharenou et al. 2007). To ensure this is possible a semi-structured interview will be used as it allows for a more open-ended discussions and the opportunity to discuss other issues and use prompts to encourage questions further (Jamshed, S. 2014). For the purpose of this study, I will be interviewing a retired police officer who is now a qualified Taser instructor and delivers courses. His policing experience and in-depth knowledge on Taser will allow me to gather detailed information on the use of Tasers past and present.

Ethical issues and risks 
To ensure my research is ethical, I will provide consent forms to all who participate and inform them of how I intend to use the overall and individual results. Furthermore, I will inform them of their right to anonymity throughout and ensure that they are aware that they can withdraw at any point. By ensuring the research is ethical, I will protect the rights of research participants, enhance research validity and maintain scientific integrity (Pritha Bhandari, 2021)

Plan of work
As I am currently working shifts and raising a young family it is essential that I use my time wisely. Therefore, I have devised a plan of work as set out in figure 1 below. I aim to use this guide as an approximate timeframe to monitor progress.

[Figure 1 - Time management program]
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