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[bookmark: _GoBack]The question and term commemoration are why do we as a global nation do this? Why do we remember such past events that we know to be our history? These horrific events such as wars, politics and terrorism but also achievements and triumphs from people and their extraordinary actions have made their footprints in our past which has shaped our future to which we remember today.  When comes commemoration and remembrance, with time follows healing and forgetting. In agreement with Perec (1997), “remembering is a malady for which forgetting is the cure”. Perec (1997) proves that remembering is like a disease that won’t go away but forgetting is the cure to remembrance which altogether becomes healing and the future changing in culture. 
If we ask about what and how we commemorate something, the answer is always diverse. Commemoration can come in many forms such as memorials, architecture, flowers, personal tokens and momentums and the most popular being photography. According to Berger (1978), “Photography is an eye which records in order to forget”. This suggests that Berger is supporting the theory that photography is a way for us to have a recollection of a memory which is recorded and somewhat frozen in time in order for us to remember, heal and eventually forget. This effect has been achieved in the events of commemoration publicly and globally journalism and personally through ourselves and our community. Why have public events such as 9/11, the death of princess Diana and wars become historic in culture and why we commemorate them now and in the future. In conclusion to this question, how have we commemorated as a nation in the past? Why do we continue to do so in the future? How does it help us understand history and remember to acknowledge this? 
The one of the most historical commemorations comes in the form of a date that changed the world. That we now know as 9/11. A catastrophic and horrendous act of terrorism which we remember still years on but in commemoration. HISTORY channel explains, 
‘The day was so world wide that people today remembered where they were, what they were doing like it was yesterday in detail when the devastation happened’. 
 This event also shocked the world politically, with leaders and governments feeling a vulnerability from terrorism. However, this was a day that brought people together to mourn, remember and heal one another. Mourning on the other hand has become somewhat eternal for some because healing is never fully complete. Photography in journalism played a major part in the event itself but a realisation of how we mourned and commemorated together as a nation. 
Many photographers express what they felt and saw in commemoration. According to a photographer who took place at these commemorations and memorials, Fusco (2001) he explains 
I visited many shrines and vigils. They where very sad, but transformative. They brought light and love into this awful darkness. Peoples emotions where really raw. All across the city, thousands of strangers gathered together to share grief and people desperately trying to reach out to each other to give solace and comfort. 
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This supports my belief that as a global nation when we commemorate, we come together as strangers and heal as friends. Socially we gather and lay candles to let them burn for the dead. This somewhat give us this feeling of light in the darkness. A symbol of hope. 
9/11 was also a day that people remembered the country USA. People remembered the country by hanging flags and waving them to show support around the world. According to photographers Webb (2001), ‘red, white and blue had become the national colours of mourning’ and also Reed (2001) ‘almost immediately, you began to see flags everywhere’. 
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This proves that the flag was a huge representation of America and its people. This flag was the flag that made America strong, that they would plead allegiance to daily, to which the white house used to represent their pride and power of their nation. It then became a symbol of mourning and an object of diversity. But even though we have these types of commemoration, do we ever stop grieving in culture? However, Butler (2006) says ‘President Bush announced on September 21st that we have finished grieving and that now it is time for resolute action to take the place of grief’. In theory, he meant that we do finish grieving but not fully and it’s time to take action and as a nation try to heal and live on.
 My belief is that monuments and architecture in the form of memorials play a key role in commemoration and helping us to heal the void. They act as an open place to release the grief and mourning in the form of architecture. Ground zero memorial became a monument inscribed with names of the dead around the footprints of where the twin towers used to stand and fell. It’s also completed with water fountains rushing downwards in the footprints. However the water from the fountain can be touched and according to HISTORY CHANNEL(2016), people have different representations of the water. People believe the water represents the never-ending tears of families grieving their loved ones but on the other hand it represents the rain trying to wash away the horrors and debris of the event of 9/11. The clever composition of the memorial ground zero is to look down and weep at the fountains of the North and South towers but then to look up at the new Freedom tower that now stands next to the footprints, and rejoice and to heal and move on with closure. Do memorial architectures give people a sense of release and freedom from the heavy luggage of grief that they carry as suggested by HISTORY CHANNEL (2016). It can be agreed that memorials are a huge part of commemoration, where we can feel and release whatever we hold on to inside. To come together as a nation and finally heal. 
The second example to using memorials for commemorations and closure is also the most commonly remembered are war memorials. However, these memorials have become a time and place to remember the fallen in action to make a world a better place that it is today.  


There are two sides to war memorials been taken place. One side suggests that war memorials, with all the names of the fallen, are a mark of respect and are a place to remember what happened and for us to learn such an event to happen again. But the other side of judgement is that its not helping us remember in a positive way and that actually its not helping us forget but to continue with the fights of wars and violence as if to encourage them. 
 The most unusual and yet interesting war memorial in my opinion was the Vietnam memorial created by Maya Lin in 1982. This memorial consisted of two walls of black granite with the inscription of 58,132 names and the design of these two walls took the shape of a V rather like a slope. In conclusion, what caused so much controversy was the fact that it wasn’t a traditional war memorial, with polished white marble and small in scale, it was the point and effect that Maya Lin wanted to make with her design socially and politically to the nation. Lin (1982) quotes
 I thought about what death is, what loss is… a sharp pain, that lessens with time but can never quite heal over. A scar. The idea occurred to me there on that site. Take a knife and cut open the earth and with time the grass would heal it.
 This proves why her design was so unusual and yet so clever in how to get her point and effect across about the war. The walls people used to touch the names and make engravings of their loved ones on paper so that they can have a piece of them to remember and commemorate in their own way. Lin and her idea of commemoration was said in her quote, a scar. When it comes to the loss of a person it does leave a sharp pain, a wound like feeling which using the power of monumental architecture in memorials such as this one and 9/11 Ground zero and many others, helps us come together and heal as one. However even when we do heal in time, we are never fully the same again. That healing leaves a psychological scar which will always stay with us as proven by Lin. 
In addition to how we commemorate is in the form of social gatherings, usually as a community, nation or globally. The main and substantial example to this was the death of princess Diana of wales in 1997. The loss of this one national icon is still commemorated all over the globe including recently this year marking 20 years since her death and people remember all over again that exact event and how we came together to remember this person’s life. 
However, my question is how can the people of the world mourn and unite together for one person whom we didn’t really know personally? Tony Blair (1997) quoted Diana as “the people’s princess” because she was one of the people. She connected with people through her charity work, her care for people and how she broke the boundaries in royalty by addressing people in an informal manner. A connection like that with people would definitely make you think that she was one of us, one of the common people. Diana is mostly commemorated as being “England’s rose”. A rose being sweet, vibrant and beautiful which represented the woman she was. This historical commemoration also closed that divide of the monarchy and the common public which eventually became one. People from around the world near or far, came to pay their condolences with wreaths, flowers and poems which people called “a sea of floral tributes” in front of Buckingham palace. 
According to Jacques (1997), this was the floral revolution making a massive come back into the subject of commemoration. Floral tributes where extremely popular in commemorations including the Hillsborough disaster (1989) with Liverpool gates flooded with floral tributes and also the shooting in Dunblane 1996 when a man opened fire in a school at children which caused many losses. Why flowers and what do they represent? Flowers can represent growth, life, beauty, colour, fragrance and even reassurance. They are alive and when given you are overwhelmed by their beauty and appearance and reassured by the love given so we repay this feeling back to our loved ones when we commemorate and remember. 
In relation to 9/11, flags also played an important part in Diana’s commemoration. The world was plastered with UK flags waving to show respect, grief and condolences to our nation the UK. This type of commemoration repeated itself 4 years later after the event of 9/11 when the world was flooded in the same colours of red, white and blue to represent the USA flag and again to show that we stand with them united in support. 
Diana’s commemoration is always something for the public to remember because we all had a connection with her as a person in the public eye. However, this year marking the death of 20 years since her death, in regards of the subject of floral revolution, a memorial garden was planted by San Harkin and his team of gardeners by her home of Kensington palace and is named “The white garden”. This consists of flowers consulted by her family, in which she loved in her life or represented her as a person.  For the public this is a way to remember and commemorate Diana by visiting the garden, admiring it and the ambience as if looking at her soul and form but in floral form which I quoted earlier, flowers can represent life and growth. As a nation, we did live on and had the same out pouring grief and tears as the monarchy because of how she connected but also how we grew up to remember her socially and historically doesn’t go untouched.  
My final conclusion is commemoration is something that keeps changing all the time and there are many ways that we show it depending on situations such as wars, tragic events and a loss of a global icon however they all have on thing in common. That they all became historical globally and globally we mourned, we remembered and commemorated from nation to nation supporting one another together and my greatest belief is that we will continue to do so in the future because this helps us to heal and commemorate when you share it among people. 
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