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How has digital technology affected traditional printmaking

The three keywords I will explore are;
· Printing 
· Digital Technology
· Industry 

What I will explore throughout this question is the printing processes, silkscreen printing and letterpress, against digital technology that has the ability to manipulate the print process. With new technology and the world of art now changing into the digital era, I want to see if the value of traditional printmaking (a hand-made process) is still appreciated in the 21st century within contemporary art. I will explore the time when printmaking was first popular and when digital started to take effect. Is printmaking still valued or has digital taken its place, do we still value hand crafted prints which are individually unique, or do we prefer the digital manipulation of prints.  

Printing 
The printing techniques I will focus on are screen printing and letterpress printing which are handcrafted processes, that were used many years ago and are still being used today. Printmaking is often a misunderstood process that is found to be an inferior method to producing artwork. When in reality, printmaking has a unique way of expressing art creating different affects and being able to produce and distribute original works of art each time they print. Artists over the years have altered the way of printmaking by embracing the traditional method and advanced the technique. Contemporary artists in this century are still developing printmaking and using advanced technology. Serigraphy which is the original name for silkscreen printing that we know it as today, dates back to the early 20th century. The creator Samuel Simon of Manchester, England was awarded a patent for creating the process which slowly started to gain popularity in its results. In the 1930’s is when the process became popular and serigraphy (silkscreen printing) was considered as fine art. Serigraphy printing started to make and change and become even more popular in the 1960s, when Pop Art was the new scene of art. 

‘Serigraphy has proven extremely popular, especially with younger artists, because the general process requires a minimum amount of equipment and materials, unlike most other forms of printmaking. The medium is incredibly forgiving, easy to master, and adaptable. Serigraphy has an almost chameleon-like quality because it can utilize so many different related materials and techniques.’ - Park West Gallery (March 1, 2019) 
The reference from Park West Gallery explains the reasons of why silkscreen printing is a popular process and still used today as it is an easier method of printing that doesn’t require a lot of materials, being a much easier process to master. As this way of printing can be incorporated with other techniques and different materials, makes this a popular way of printing as it allows artists to expand the field of printing within the traditional style of silk screen printing.
“One look at a work such as In the Lounge, and it can be immediately seen that the artist has a powerful affinity for the physicality of the printer’s ink that virtually transforms this silkscreen into a painting. We can see and feel the three-dimensionality of the ink; it is rich and unctuous, like oil paint. We would hardly know that the pigment was squeezed onto the paper through a fine screen as opposed to being applied with a brush.” – Jacobs, Park West Gallery (2010)
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                                   Serigraph ‘Fancy Evening’ (2007), Itzchak Tarkay

Printing in the traditional method of silkscreen printing you are able to generate a more richness in colour with the inks used that can also represent the look of a painting. From the image above, printmaking has even been adapted to Fine art by using the silkscreen process but taking into perspective how the inks can change the look of the print. In Itzchak Tarkay’s work, its hard to tell this was created using silkscreen printing as it looks to be painted with a brush using oil paints. There are advantages to silk screen printing that can only be manipulated using this process, the results you get from using silkscreen inks and the amount used, can alter the result of the print. Using the traditional method of silk screen printing allows artists to expand the outcome and style of the print, incorporating other art techniques.

Andy Warhol was a big influence in the world of silk screen printing and at the time, the process started to become a popular and well liked process. Andy Warhol came about in the early 1960’s with the production of his silk screen prints. 

‘He had hand-painted his earliest Pop works from projections or with stencils, but in silkscreening he was jubilant to discover an efficient way of making paintings that were virtually photographs, illicitly transposed-smuggled across the hygienic boarder separating the media.’-(Koestenbaum,2001)  

The reference from the book above explains the way artist Andy Warhol used the way of silkscreen printing as a way of turning photographs into paintings, the idea of taking something that has already been produced and changing the message by the way he layered the inks on top as also with the chosen coloured inks to create a new message and painting altogether. 

Digital Technology
‘The rise of new media, viewed by some as a threat to the future of printmaking, has simply extended the options available. Just as the invention of lithography did not render woodcut and engraving redundant, and photography did not spell the end for traditional graphic media, so digital technologies have not replaced other methods but rather extended choice and capacity.’ – Saunders and Miles joint curators 

The use of new digital methods and editing suites we are able to digitally manipulate the print that was handmade initially. This also aids us with traditional methods of printing such as silkscreen printing, it eases the process of making layered stencils with the use of Adobe photoshop and other programmes within the adobe suite.

With Saunders and Miles stating that digital technologies that have not replaced traditional methods but allowed us to expand the field of printing by including other media techniques such as this. The traditional method of silk screen printing is still the same process throughout, and is still seen as traditional to this day. The advancements in technology allow us to do this at much quicker speeds and much more efficiently. As proven in previous decades of traditional printing, new processes were developed and worked alongside these methods rather than replacing the method, adding a different style but staying with the same traditional process of creating that type of print.  

As of printmaking today, we are already in the digital era which has developed into being a big part in contemporary art. As artists we are always trying to find new ways of creating art and expanding with different techniques and digital art is something that has expanding the field of art but also working alongside with traditional methods. Digital technology has already become a part of printmaking and yet traditional styles of printmaking are still popular today and valued. 
 ‘Most people think of printmaking as a 'traditional' art and it is true that traditional forms still have an important place. However, printmakers have always been happy to adopt the latest commercial innovations, and adapt their traditional skills and concepts to take account of technological advances. Much contemporary printmaking makes use of new technologies, especially digital print techniques.’ (Rolfe, 2009)

[image: https://charmingbaker.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Charming-Baker-Man-falls-gold-833x1046.jpg]From the article, Rolfe has stated that as artists we are known to explore new fields within a tradition of art and adapt our ways. As far back in time when art was first born we have always evolved new methods and new techniques that contribute to the traditional ways of art. The same in modern days with printmaking, new technologies have helped us to create new ways of prints within the traditional field of print. The article goes further on explaining how in contemporary printmakers have used new technology within their prints finding a new field within the art world of print. This shows the same a previous movements that it is just a process that has been added to expand the way of printing but not replacing methods that are still used.    








                                                            (Baker, 2017)
This art piece is created using the screen print process while incorporating digital techniques like Inkjet printers. The traditional way of screen printing is still used within his processes but has evolved with the digital way of printing with Inkjet printers and combining the two together. Artist Charming Baker has recently started creating screen prints and with his background of traditional oil painting, he has begun combining the traditional methods of print and modern technology, thus creating a series of prints. From the print above, the digital element is very hard to notice while combined with the traditional method of having a two colour screen print. it is apparent that the new technology works with the traditional prints visually, providing new techniques and pushing the limitations of traditional print. 

‘No longer confined to the traditional print studio, the field of printmaking has in recent years attracted a broad range of artists with a variety of skills, training, and interests, who have taken advantage of new, often highly efficient and user-friendly technologies. Print/Out explores how these artists have integrated the medium’s defining characteristics—reproducibility, collaboration, and ease of circulation—into some of the most innovative art practices of our time.’ (Cherix: Print/Out, 2012)

The exhibition ‘Print/Out’ explores the artist that have produces work in the field of printmaking and how they have expanded their field in terms of integrating digital technologies within the traditional method. In terms of digital technology, they have looked at the ways it helps to reproduce artwork and also incorporate into the artwork itself.    



Industry
‘The social characteristics of printmaking are a result of its ability to replicate and distribute to many people, across borders and social hierarchy — printmaking connects people through dissemination of images and information. It is social in the sense that it is so familiar and always near, and think how often we physically carry a print with or on us.’ (Pettersson, 2017) 
Traditional methods of print have been the go to method with upcoming freelance artists, the choice of using traditional method over digital comes from the nature of screen printing. The finished product is visible to have been handmade and crafted from the beginning. Digital methods do not provide us with this finish hence it being more relevant within the commercial production of prints. As Pettersson states in the reference above, printmaking is a way of using imagery and information in the social and industrial world. Printmaking is not only a process that is used within contemporary art but also in the social and industrial world, with printed posters, advertisement pieces, business cards and the most popular in recent years, printed t-shirts. 
Printed materials, in both innovative and traditional forms, have played a key role in this exchange of ideas and sources. This exhibition examines the evolution of artistic practices related to the print medium, from the resurgence of traditional printmaking techniques—often used alongside digital technologies—to the proliferation of self-published artists’ projects. (Cherix: Print/Out, 2012)


The reference from the ‘Print/Out’ exhibition states that even freelance artists are using both traditional and modern techniques within their body of work, capturing and utilizing the modern age and allowing digitalization to become a part of print rather than a competitor. The fact that these prints are being displayed within a gallery space   

In the industry of printmaking there are two paths with freelance artists that specialise in print, who will decide on a more traditional approach to the print and the commercial side that mass produce prints on a large scale. As an independent artist that creates prints, the traditional method is more time consuming, and this would not be effective for the fast fashion industry. Printing making has not only become a big part of the contemporary art but also in the industry of fashion with screen printed t-shirts as well as digital printed t-shirts. Independent artists that use screen printing has also seen the open market of t-shirt printing and not only producing prints but displaying their artwork on t-shirts which is a high demand in the 21st century of clothing which offers artists another platform for their work while continuing to use the same print method. 

A company called ‘Rapanui’ which produces t-shirt printing, that uses both screen printing as well as digital printing.

‘The alternative to screen printing, Direct to Garment printing (DTG), makes it possible to print unlimited numbers of colours for a fixed price, with no setup charge. However, each print can cost up to 10 times more per application. Screen printing is without doubt the most economical way to print t-shirt orders with 50 or more applications, making this method of t-shirt printing ideal for runs of 50+ garments.’ –(Rapanui) 
Here the website states that although introducing direct to garment printing which is a digital printer, that screen printing their t-shirts is still a popular and well used method for being more economical. The reason for introducing digital printing is to expand the business by offering alternative ways of printing other than screen printing. When using a digital printer you are able to use an unlimited number of colours that can be printed all at one time which is a faster way of production without the separation of colours which doesn’t limit the design.    

From researching the field of printing making and how it stands in the current 21st century, leading me to my question of ‘How has digital technology affected traditional printmaking’. With the rise of digital technology in current years and continuing to develop, they have also incorporated into the field of art which as artists we have learnt to work with these new digital methods within our art practices. With further research to be taken, it might lead to different paths which could alter which field of print I will question and also even change some of my sub-questions. The references I have looked at will give me different avenues to question and further debates on the status of print. 

The sub-questions I would like to talk about are ‘Is printmaking still valued or has digital taken its place’, ‘How has digital technology been incorporated into printmaking’, ‘How do print artists feel about digital technology being used within printmaking’ and ‘Is digital a new process or a combined process within traditional printmaking’. These might change due to further research within my question that could lead to a different outcome with the argument of my question.  
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