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[bookmark: _Toc59727314]Introduction
This project report is focusing on identifying the effects of virtual learning environment in studies and how these techniques can be implemented to educate students. This project is focusing on identifying the techniques that students can follow to utilise virtual learning environment. This project report is also focusing on developing awareness among the students regarding the importance of virtual learning environment among the students and enrich their knowledge. The UWTSD is trying to use Moodle for teaching students virtually. Moodle is a VLE platform which is very easy to use and includes community of strong and enthusiastic users and developers. Besides this it is free to use and allows the students of the UWTSD to access all the study materials, take online classes, give online examinations and teachers also gets the opportunity to give students feedbacks online.
[bookmark: _Toc59727315]Aim and objectives
The aim of this project report is to analyse the importance of VLE (Moodle) in the current pandemic situation and how it is going to impact the students of the UWTSD campus. The report also aims at finding different techniques which can be used for t study through a virtual learning environment.
· To understand what is virtual learning environment.
· To understand the impact of VLE on the students of the UWTSD campus.
· To analyse the data collected through primary and secondary data collection through different graphs and charts.
· To analyse the positive and negative impact of VLE on students.
· To identify some solutions to overcome the negative impacts.
[bookmark: _Toc59727316]Rationale
As the whole world is going through a pandemic due to the outbreak of the Covid-19 virus it is very difficult for the students to continue to come to college and continue studies. In such situation the UWTSD wants to utilize the power of virtual learning experience. Through virtual learning environment, in this particular case by using Moodle students of the UWTSD would be able to access all the study materials, take online classes, give online examinations and teachers also gets the opportunity to give students feedbacks online. In simple terms they can continue their classes online. The report also focuses on identifying whether VLE is having a positive or a negative impact on the students. The analysis is done through primary and secondary data collection. This project report also provides some solutions to overcome the negative impact that VLE is having on the students.
[bookmark: _Toc59727317]Literature review
Concept of virtual learning environment
According to Vaganova et al. (2017), Virtual learning environment helps students to continue their studies online with the help of the internet. Through virtual learning environment students can access the study materials provide by the teacher and continue their studies. VLE is a platform which provides features like tracking student’s online, providing study materials, establishing student assessments etc. It also helps teachers to give feedback to the students based on their assessment results and also to plan lessons. Moodle is an online virtual learning platform which allows the students to access all the study materials, take online classes, give online examinations and teachers also gets the opportunity to give students feedbacks online. Besides this it is free to use which means that the university does not have to bare extra charges for implementing it. Moodle is going to provide students an in-class experience with good communication with the help of the internet. 
Different attributes of VLE
Some of the most effective attributes of virtual learning environment is it accessible from almost anywhere if the student have good internet connection and a mobile phone or a computer. According to Hew and Kadir (2016), Virtual learning environment is helping students to improve their technical skills and they are getting used to accessing materials online. Besides this it is a very flexible way of learning and students are getting the opportunity to get immediate feedback from the teachers which in case on normal face to face learning environment is not available.
According to Phungsuk et al. (2017), Virtual learning environment have some drawbacks also. Through virtual learning environment an academic organization does not get the opportunity to reflect its cultural and social structure. Another drawback of this is approach is online classes may not be as much effective as face to face learning method. In some cases students does not get the opportunity to clear their queries which creates a learning gap.


[bookmark: _Toc59727318]Methodology
A deductive approach have been followed for this particular research because this research process helps to deal with scientific investigations regarding the research topic. In this type of researching approach the researcher studies all the existing journal and theories and try to determine the main findings from it and it is also a time efficient method (Woiceshyn and Daellenbach, 2018).
Using simple sampling method 25 students have been selected for primary data collection. Primary data have been collected by conducting an online survey with these students. Quantitative data have been collected through the online survey. For analysing the data though charts and graphs MS Excel is used as this application provides all these features and it’s easy to create tables with the help of MS Excel.
For analysing the secondary data researcher is following a thematic approach as the researcher is trying to find out the positive and negative impact of VLE. 
[bookmark: _Toc59727319]Primary data collection and analysis
Q1. To what age group do you belong?
	Options
	Responses
	Response in percentage

	15-17
	8
	32

	17-20
	12
	48

	Above 20
	5
	20


                                                  Table: 1

Analysis: This questioner helped to understand the age group of the students. The result shows 32% students belongs to 15-17 years age group, 48% belongs to 17-20 years age group and 20% belongs to above 20 years age group.
Q2. What is your gender?
	Options
	Responses
	Response in percentage

	Male
	15
	60

	Female
	10
	40

	Other 
	0
	0


                                               Table: 2

Analysis: This questioner helped to understand the gender ratio among the students. The result shows that among the participants 60% is male and 40% female. Which means there are more male students in the class than female students.
Q3. Do you think virtual learning environment has more effectiveness than traditional class room?
	Options
	Responses
	Response in percentage

	Strongly agree
	15
	60

	Agree
	8
	32

	Disagree
	2
	8


                                             Table: 3


Analysis: This question helped to understand whether the students of the UWTSD are interested in continuing their studies through VLE. The result shows 60% of the participants strongly agrees with the fact that virtual learning environment is very effective. 32% of the participants agrees to the statement whereas 8% of the students disagrees with it. Altogether it can be said that the overall response is affirmative.
Q4. What do you think is the positive impact of virtual learning environment?
	Options
	Responses
	Response in percentage 

	It is more cost efficient
	12
	48

	Class room can be attended any time
	8
	32

	Availability of resources all the time
	5
	20


                                                Table: 4

Analysis: This particular question helped to understand the positive impact of virtual learning environment. The result shows that 48% students states that this is a more cost efficient technique. 32% states that in this approach study sessions can be attended anytime and 20% of the students said that the major benefit of this approach is the availability of the resources all the time.
Q5. What do you think is the negative impact of virtual learning environment?
	Options
	Responses
	Response in percentage

	Communicational gap.
	10
	40

	Not allowing organization to show its cultural structure.
	5
	20

	Hampering learning process
	10
	40


                                               Table: 5

Q6. What do you think is the best solution to overcome the VLE issues?
	Options
	Responses
	Response in percentage

	Building effective communication
	10
	40

	Detail explanation
	15
	60

	None
	0
	0


                                                   Table: 6

Analysis: The result shows 40% of the students saying building effective communication would be good where as 60% is saying detail explanation is the solution.
Analysis: This particular question helped to understand the negative impact of the virtual learning environment. The result shows that 40% of the students states that this approach is creating a communicational gap. 20% of the students states that it is not allowing organization to show its cultural structure and 40% is saying that it is hampering learning process.
[bookmark: _Toc59727320]Secondary data collection
Theme 1: Positive impact on the students.
Virtual learning environment have a lot of positive impacts on the students one of them is that the students gets the opportunity to directly interact with the teachers using the internet. According to Waheed et al. (2020) allows the students to access all the study materials, take online classes, give online examinations and teachers also gets the opportunity to give students feedbacks online. Virtual learning environment is it accessible from almost anywhere if the student have good internet connection and a mobile phone or a computer beside this VLE also helps students to increase their technical skills which is a very important aspect of VLE (Herrera, 2017). In the current situation when the whole world is going through a pandemic due to the outbreak of the Covid-19 virus VLE is the safest option for the students of the UWTSD to continue their studies. This approach is also helping the students in implementing holistic approaches in terms of using technologies.
As mentioned in the literature review virtual learning environment helps both students and the teachers to establish effective communication with each other using the internet. Besides this the availability of the resources all the time allows the students to re visit their sessions again and gain. This is going to help them to learn the lessons effectively. Using virtual learning environment, in this case Moodle also motivates students to study. With the help of the technology VLE helps students to give in-class experience which is helping the students to learn effectively (Mai et al. 2018).
Theme 2: Negative impact of virtual learning environment on students.
Although VLE has a lot of advantages like, availability of resources all the time, directly interacting with the teachers and also helps the students to improve their technical knowledge but there are few drawbacks also. One of the drawback of VLE is that it is not as effective as traditional class room sessions because the students do not get the opportunity to interact directly with the teachers. This is also going to create communicational gap between the teachers and the students. Beside this while using VLE the academic institution does not get the opportunity to showcase its cultural structure in front of the students (Yunus et al. 2020).
Another negative impact that VLE might have on the students is that students might feel isolated during the classes which might have an adverse impact on the mental health of the students. Besides this the feedback that they are going to get from the teachers via Moodle is also going to very limited. Teachers would not be able to discuss the faults of the students in detail in front of the students. There are some other issues like, if the internet connection is not stable then the students would not be able to attend the classes besides this students’ needs some technical skills to understand the functionality of Moodle (Aminian, 2020).

[bookmark: _Toc59727321]Conclusion
As a conclusion it can be said that as the whole world is going through a pandemic due to the outbreak of the Covid-19 virus it is very difficult for the students to continue to come to college and continue studies. In such situation the UWTSD wants to utilize the power of virtual learning experience. This not only going to improve the technical skills of the students but all the availability of the resources is also going to help them to revise their lessons all the time. There are some positive impacts like availability of the resources, online feedback from the teachers, low cost procedure etc. but this approach has few drawbacks also for example, it might make the students feeling isolated, lack of communication, hampering learning procedure etc. which needs to be resolved properly.
[bookmark: _Toc59727322]Recommendation
To deal with the negative impact that VLE might have the university can follow these strategies.
· The teachers needs to explain the studies in detail while they are conducting classes online so that students can understand the subject very well. 
· Teachers needs to build good communication with the students so that they can ask queries to the teachers and resolve their issues,
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Q1. To what age group do you belong?
· 15-17
· 17-20
· Above 20
Q2. What is your gender?
· Male
· Female
· Other
Q3. Do you think virtual learning environment has more effectiveness than traditional class room?
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Disagree
Q4. What do you think is the positive impact of virtual learning environment?
· It is more cost efficient
· Class room can be attended any time
· Availability of resources all the time
Q5. What do you think is the negative impact of virtual learning environment?
· Communicational gap.
· Not allowing organization to show its cultural structure.
· Hampering learning process.
Q6. What do you think is the best solution to overcome the VLE issues?
· Effective communication
· Detail explanation
· None


Agreement

Strongly agree	Agree	Disagree	Response in percentage	Strongly agree	Agree	Disagree	60	32	8	



Positive impact

It is more cost efficient	Class room can be attended any time	Availability of resources all the time	Response in percentage 	It is more cost efficient	Class room can be attended any time	Availability of resources all the time	48	32	20	



Negative impacts

Communicational gap.	Not allowing organization to show its cultural structure.	Hampering learning process	Response in percentage	Communicational gap.	Not allowing organization to show its cultural structure.	Hampering learning process	40	20	40	



Sollution

Building effective communication	Detail explanation	None	Response in percentage	Building effective communication	Detail explanation	None	40	60	0	



Age Group

15-17	17-20	Above 20	Response in percentage	15-17	17-20	Above 20	32	48	20	



Gender

Male	Female	Other 	Response in percentage	Male	Female	Other 	60	40	0	



13

