Timeline (part 1)


800BC -700BC:  Greek colonisation (period)
The Greek colonisation period was the period in which some Greeks emigrated from the mainland of Greece across the Aegean Sea eastwards to Ionia (Martin, 1996, p. 55). Egypt also experienced a change in civilisation and wealth at a level they could not have imagined due to the Greeks (Forrest, 1988, p. 20). Thucydides said that the main reason for Greek colonisation was land hunger (Thucydides, 61.2).   

550BC - 486BC October: Darius I was born 
Darius I was a Persian king who had several titles which included the Great King, King of Kings, King of Persia, King of Lands, King of Babylon and Pharaoh of Egypt (Cristian, 2017). By 507 BC the Persian empire run by Darius I was extremely rich and powerful, so the Athenian empire asked for protection (Martin, 1996, p. 94). When the Athenians asked the Persian representative they asked, “But who in the world are you and where do you live?” (Herodotus 5.73).

540BC - 478BC: Gelon 
Gelon was a tyrant of the cities of Syracuse from 485-478 BC and Gela from 491-485 BC in Sicily and was also primarily responsible for the Greek victory of the battle of Himera (Britannica, 1998). Gelon was a military person so was asked for help from the Greeks to fight against the Persians, he wanted control of the Greek army in return but was denied so did not help (Martin, 1996, p. 103). Instead he was involved in a different pursuit when three hundred thousand Carthaginians landed in Sicily. However, within a short time Gelon burned two hundred ships, killed in battle one hundred and fifty thousand of the enemy, and made an equal number prisoner (Diodorus 37.1).

528/7BC - 514BC: Hippias son of Peisistratus
Hippias was the son of Peisistratus who was a tyrant of Athens, Hippias then inherited the position of tyrant of Athens upon his father’s death in 527 BC (Martin, 1996, p. 87). The reason for the dislike of Hippias can be said to be because of his foreign policy alignments with the Argives and the Persians (Hornblower, 2002, p. 160). There was an attempt to reinstate Hippias, but it was saved by a speech which saved Athens from an invasion from Sparta (Herodotus. 5.92). 

520BC - 323BC: Classical period
Modern scholars of Greek art give the opinion that the classical period was the period of production of our models of beauty and therefore named it the classical period (Martin, 1996, p. 94). Modern historians debate when the classical period starts so suggest it is after the Greeks were victorious against the Persians in 490 BC. Others suggest it is earlier around 520 BC, but all say it ends with the death of Alexander the great in 323 BC (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, pp. 6-7). There are more textual sources from this period than from other Greek periods of history, including Herodotus and his question of ‘why did Greeks and Non-Greeks go to war?’ (Herodotus, the Histories). 

519BC - 466BC August: Xerxes
Xerxes was the son of Darius who had vowed an invasion as revenge for their defeat at Marathon, he died before this so Xerxes took his place. Xerxes gathered a massive army of infantry and ships against the Greek mainland (Martin, 1996, p. 101). It was said by Herodotus that Xerxes’ army was so massive that ‘we will get to fight in the shade’ (Herodotus, History 7.226). However, at the battle of Salamis having a huge naval fleet did not help, after Xerxes was induced to fight in the narrows he tried to trap the Greeks, but he did not succeed in doing so (Kitto, 1951, p. 115).

508/7BC: Cleisthenes’ reforms
Cleisthenes was a major figure of the Alcmaeonids who was involved in the expulsion of Hippias from tyrant power by seeking out mass support from the masses by promising dramatic democratic reforms (Martin, 1996, p. 87). He did in fact perform reforms, one included the changing of the way the polis worked by tribes. To deal with this he invented a ‘preposterous paper constitution’ which worked perfectly (Kitto, 1951, p. 106). The reforms went down well as they made the constitution much more democratic than that of solon (Pseudo-Aristotle 507. Athpol 22.1). 

495BC - 429BC: Pericles the Athenian
Pericles was born in around 495 BC and is said to have died in 429 BC. Pericles the Athenian in the mid 430’s faced a great challenge with relations with Sparta which had greatly worsened despite the provisions of peace that had been struck in 446/5 BC (Martin, 1996, p. 116). Pericles also saw to it that most officeholders were paid for their work, so even the poorest could consider civil service appointment (Leveque, 1994). There is an ancient roman copy of the lost bronze Greek statue, it shows him wearing a helmet that his is to have rumoured to wear in order to conceal his deformed head which made him look like the tyrant Peisistratus (Unknown, 440 BC).      

490BC: Battle of Marathon
The battle of marathon was a battle that occurred due to Athenians offending the Persian ruler Darius I by supporting the Ionians in their revolt against Persia (Martin, 1996, p. 100). To ensure his fury was not forgotten he asked one of his servants to remind him to get revenge by saying ‘Sire, remember the Athenians’ (Herodotus, History, 5.105). The battle itself was not fair as to start with the Athenians were severely outnumbered at two to one as the Persian army consisted of cavalry, archers and skirmishing troops (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 129). 

480BC, (409BC): Battle of Himera
The battle of Himera was a battle between the people of Syracuse with Gelon against the Carthaginians and has been documented to have happened because Carthage wanted to eliminate the powerful Greek threat (America, 2006-2012) . This battle was about land as Terillus lord of Himera was ousted from his land by Theron so he decided to collect an army of Phoenicians, Libyans, Iberians, Ligurians, Elisycans, Sardinians and Corsicans, to the number of 300,000 (Herodotus, Histories 7.165-167). Gelon’s forces defeated a massive Carthaginian expedition in this battle of Himera (Martin, 1996, p. 103). 

480BC September: Battle of Salamis
The battle of Salamis was once again against Athenians and Persia, an Athenian naval commander, Themistocles, saw a narrow water pass to help the Greek fleet with a chance of victory (Kitto, 1951, p. 114). The Greeks pursued the defeated Persian army into Asia and therefore pushed them out of Greek territory (Leveque, 1994, p. 94). According to Herodotus, the Athenians insist that their compatriots must send their fleets to Salamis as they did not trust the Spartans to defend Athens at Boeotia (Herodotus, 8.40-96). 

480BC: Battle of Thermopylae
The battle of Thermopylae and the death of Leonidas with his three hundred Spartans are often said to be a forlorn hope and a gallant suicide (Stobart, 1972, p. 133). Phillip sent the Athenians to Thermopylae which was correctly named the “gates” (Hornblower, 2002, p. 280). The Athenians had finally exerted themselves to send a task force of 5,000 which kept Philip out of the gates (Diodorus. 16. 37. 3, 38. 1; Dem. 19. 319).




479BC August: Battle of Plataea
At the battle of Plataea every Spartan that fought on the battlefields of Plataea were accompanied by seven Helots, so the Spartans were ranked as medieval knights (Stobart, 1972). Much like the battle of Salamis there was a naval battle which did not go well for Mardonius who, upon hearing the news of the Spartan advance, ordered the destruction of Athens (Herodotus, 9.1-89). The Greek infantry forces were headed by Sparta and the royal command of Pausanias who outfought the Persian infantry at this battle of Plataea (Martin, 1996, p. 104).    

479BC 27 August: Battle of Mykale
At the battle of Mykale the Greek naval force managed to catch the Persian fleet napping at Mycale in Ionia (Martin, 1996, p. 104).  They then therefore defeated the Persian naval fleet at the battle of Mykale, near Miletus which finally liberated the Ionians and ended the Persian threat to Greece (Pomeroy, et al., 2004). Due to so many Persian failures Herodotus explains that the Persian commanders distrusted their allies (Herodotus, 9.90-113).  

464BC: Helot Revolt at Ithome
In 464 BC a group of rebellious helots took their chance to get rid of their masters after a earthquake struck (Leveque, 1994, p. 105). By 462 BC the revolution had got so bad that the Spartans had to ask the Athenians for military help, despite the relationship between the two forces (Martin, 1996, p. 109). A Athenian elite and hero of the Delian league named Cimon sent hoplites to help the Spartans. However, he was renowned for his oppostion to the idea saying ‘But that is not what the Spartans would do’ (Plutarch, Cimon 16).

460sBC: Ephialtes the Athenian
Ephialtes the Athenian was a citizen of Athen who in 461 BC convinced the assembly to pass measures which limited the power of the Areopagus (Martin, 1996, p. 110). Ephialtes is also to have said to have exhorted his fellow citizens with the changes he made (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 142). He also exhorted people to ‘let Sparta’s pride be trampled underfoot’ as he was an Athenian (Plutarch, Cimon 16.8).

460BC - 445BC: First Peloponnesian War
There was more than one Peloponnesian war, the first one was between Athens and its allies and Sparta and its allies (Martin, 1996, p. 116). What started the war according to Thucydides was “the growth of the power of Athens, and alarm which this inspired Lacedaemon” (Thuc. 1.23). After control of Boeotia was lost in Pericles’ deal with Pleistoanax there was a fifty year period called the Pentekontaetia after which the war, which is known as the Peloponnesian war, broke out (Hornblower, 2002, p. 108).

460 BC - 395BC: Thucydides
Thucydides was an ancient general and writer who wrote history including the Peloponnesian war, “…which was begun by the Athenians and Peloponnesians by the dissolution of the thirty years’ truce...” (Thucydides, 1.23). Thucydides also wrote about the Pentekontaetia which was the fifty years before the Peloponnesian war (Hornblower, 2002, p. 108). Unlike Herodotus, Thucydides was concerned to uncover the strict truth behind the events he narrated and consequently questioned his sources (Leveque, 1994, p. 108).

460-454BC: Egyptian Expedition by Athens
This expedition occurred around 460 BC due to Egyptian rebellion of Persian rule and the expedition ended in disaster in 454 BC with the loss of around two hundred ships and their crew, said to be of two hundred per ship (Martin, 1996, p. 114). In 456 BC the Athenians sent two hundred ships to assist the Egyptian rebellion, which did not survive (Kitto, 1951, p. 122).



444BC - 360BC: Agesilaus II of Sparta
Agesilaus II was born into one of the two royal dynasties of Sparta, the Eurypontid family, and he was the second son of king Archidamus II (Lendering, 1999). Agesilaus was a Spartan King who ruled for fourty years with over thirty of the years done well before the battle of Leuctra and he had unequalled influence of that compared to other kings (Cawkwell, 1976, p. 62).

444BC: Foundation of Thurii
With the growing interest in rich land to the west of Athens by Athens Pericles decided to found a colony in Italy called Thurii, however it was not a usual foundation as he included Greeks from other Greek states (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 167). A man in his forties who had moved to Athens in the 450’s BC called Protagoras was a great orator that he gained the men of Athens respect and he was given the job to devise laws for the new civilisation founded in 444 BC in Thurii in southern Italy (Martin, 1996, p. 142). 
Diodorus 

432BC - 367BC: Dionysius I
[bookmark: _Hlk505095195]Dionysius I was a  Tyrant of Syracuse during the crisis year of 405 BC, he survived an attack from Himilco’s army and he founded a citadel in Ortygia. Later on he continued to range wars on Carthaginians and it was his engineers that developed the use of catapults (Lendering, 2004). Sanders’ research suggests that Dionysius I attempted to create a ruler cult dedicated to himself and after his death there is evidence of Dionysian ideology found in Sicily after his death (Sanders, 1991, p. 281). Sanders’ describes a statue of Dionysius which was crafted to look like the god Dionysus and ancient sources also reference the statue and how it was melted down as it was made out of bronze (Dio Chrysostom, Discourses 37-60 21). 

422BC: Battle of Amphipolis
In 437 BC Athens colonised the polis of Amphipolis as a strategic move to protect Athen’s grain, timber, minerals and to keep an eye on other polis’ but in 324 BC Amphipolis fell into spartan control (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 168). In the battle of Amphipolis the most influential leader of Athens since Athenian victory in Pylos, in 425 BC, was Cleon who was described by Thucydides as ‘the most violent…’ (Thucydides, 3.36). Cleon and Brasidas who Cleon was sent to defeat in 422 BC, both died in battle. With their deaths both sides were deprived of their most energetic military commanders it paved the way for negotiations for peace which came in 421 BC (Martin, 1996, p. 156).

418BC: Battles of Mantineia I
The war can be described as a classic hoplite battle and the battle we have most description for between the Persian wars and the age of Xenophon (Hornblower, 2002, p. 89). In the battle of Mantinea Spartans and Athenians had decided to become allies so were on the same side against Thebes (Stobart, 1972, p. 193). 

416/7 BC: Last ostracism 
The practice of ostracism was a way to banish some criminal which started with Hippias in the 480’s and the practice ended in around 416 BC when two politicians ostracised a nonentity instead of one of themselves (Martin, 1996, p. 112). Although Athenians who were ostracised did not stand accused of a crime they still had to live in exile for ten years simply because they had got six thousand votes from other fellow citizens (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, pp. 131-132). 



416BC: Melian Expedition
In 416 BC the Athenians besieged the small city state of Melos, situated in the Mediterranean, and they demanded that the Melians to support its allies, but the Melians refused (Martin, 1996, p. 157). It is a memorable event as for punishment against the Melians for not siding with Athens, the Athenians killed all the men of Melos then sold all the women and children of Melos into slavery (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 213).

415BC - 413BC: Sicilian Expedition
In 415 BC Alcibiades convinced the Athenians to launch a massive full scale naval attack on the city state of Syracuse of Sicily and their Spartan allies (Martin, 1996). The Sicilian Expedition was when Athenians foolishly responded to a plea for help from Segesta which caused Athens to suffer an enormous defeat with troops either massacred or enslaved (Leveque, 1994, p. 96). 

415BC: Hermokopidae Affair
An ancient source written by Aristophanes called Lysistrata which involved the women of Athens trying to force the men to end the Peloponnesian war by first freezing finances for men to waste on war when that did not work the women of Athens denied the men of sex when they came back from war (Lysistrata by Aristophanes). The women of Sparta teamed up with the women of Athens and went on a sex strike which ended with the men agreeing to a peace treaty (Martin, 1996). Also in 416-415 BC Alcibiades and two others were set to sail once again to conflict but something unusual happened, when they woke in the morning nearly all the Hermes statues with erect genitals, which were meant to bring good luck and protection from danger, had been broken (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 214). 

413BC - 399BC: Archelaus of Macedon
Archelaus of Macedon was the King of Macedonia who in some respects preferred to negotiate with Philip than Alexander (Hornblower, 2002, p. 155). King Archelaus had respect for his achievements and his importance from Thucydides (2.100).

413BC: Conquest of Decelea
In 413 BC the Spartans took advantage of the Athenians recent defeat at Syracuse and their weakness, to then install a garrison at Decelea in north eastern Africa, this now meant the Spartans could raid the Athenian countryside all year round (Martin, 1996, p. 159). Also, Athenian economic struggles allowed Alcibiades on behalf of Sparta to sail around fomenting rebellion until he was in Decelea and causing slaves to leave the mines (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 217). This then caused more economic and now social problems for Athens.

411BC: Revolution of the 400
The four hundred were so called counsellors of Athens during the last few years of war as they believed they could run the country better in oligarchy, but they did not last long (Stobart, 1972, pp. 183-184). After the failure of the Sicilian expedition many of the subject-allies revolted, with the purpose of revising the constitution on a more economic basis and the revolutionary movement caused the weakening of Athenian finances severely (Britannica, 2018).  

406BC: Battle of Arginusae
The Spartans built up its naval fleet again and there was many battles against the Athenian fleet, one of them was the battle of Arginusae which saw Athenian victory however bad weather prevented the rescue of crew and wrecked ships (Martin, 1996, p. 162). The victory of Athenian was impressive due to issuing freedom to slaves who join the navy, the Athenians were able to fully sink seventy-five Peloponnesian ships (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 221). 


404BC - 403BC: 30 Tyrants
The thirty tyrants deserved their name as they ruled with a strong hand, banished their enemies, disarmed the citizen army and began a system of private plunder (Stobart, 1972, p. 184). The men that were included in the thirty tyrants came from the wealthy elite which had always harboured a like for oligarchy and a dislike in democracy (Martin, 1996, p. 162). One ancient writer at the time was Xenophon who reports that the thirty tyrants sent hundreds of Athenians to their deaths during their short rule of eight months (Xenophon. Hellenca. 2.4.21; [Arist.] Ath. Pol. 35.4).

395BC: Death of Lysander of Sparta
Lysander was an ambitious chief admiral of the spartan navy most commonly known as part of a duo in 407 BC with Cyrus son of the Persian King at the time (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 220). Lysander was also largely responsible for the defeating of Athens in the Great Peloponnesian War. However, his harsh rule triggered a series of revolts in Sparta against Spartan authority which eventually lead to another war to be fall sparta called the Corinthian War (Rickard, 2016). 

395BC - 387BC: Corinthian War
In the ending years of the Peloponnesian war the Persian king initially switched sides to join Athens and their allies against Sparta in the so called Corinthian War (Martin, 1996, p. 175). 
Peace was made to end this war known as the Corinthian War in 387 BC with the Kings peace which lead to Greek cities were once again in autonomy (Kitto, 1951, p. 154).

387BC: King's Peace
Peace came again to end the Corinthian War in 387 BC with a disgraceful form of a Rescript from the Persian king (Kitto, 1951, p. 154). This was called The Kings Peace. The Kings Peace was an agreement that caused the Greeks of Anatolia to return to their dependent status that they had before the Persian war 490-479 BC (Martin, 1996, p. 176).

384BC - 322BC: 12 October Demosthenes the Orator
A successful orator named Demosthenes who is known for his passionate long speech for the defence of the city against the encroachments of Philip II of Macedon are still models for pleading (Leveque, 1994, pp. 106-107). Demosthenes said Philip II wad ‘ not only not a Greek nor related to the Greeks, but not even a barbarian from a land worth mentioning…’ this gives the impression that he did not believe Philip II was important in Greek history (Orations, 9.31). Verbal attacks made in Demosthenes speech’s like this one characterised on foreign and domestic policy helped him to try to convince his fellow Athenians that they should be against Macedonian expansion (Martin, 1996, p. 188). 
 
384BC - 322BC: Aristotle
Aristotle was a Greek philosopher who believed that ‘men and women had the same basic capacity for justice’ (Martin, 1996). He was a pupil of Plato and was the founder of the scientific institute of learning in Athens called the Lyceum (Pomeroy, et al., 2004). A famous quote attributed to him is ‘The roots of education is bitter, but the fruit is sweet.’ (Aristotle, 384BC - 322BC).

377BC - 355BC: Foundation of the Second Athenian League
As peace of Philocrates quickly collapsed Athens were put with a choice either fight Macedon or accept Philip II’s terms, they did the latter so the Second Athenian League was established with Philip II as an ally (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 263). For the Second Athenian League a charter was issued in 377 BC to for a confederacy which was thought to be a defence against the King’s Peace (Hornblower, 2002, p. 241).

[bookmark: _GoBack]

371BC 6 July: Battle of Leuctra
In the final part of the Peloponnesian War there was a resurgence of Theban power which enabled them to defeat the Spartan army at Leuctra in Boeotia (Martin, 1996, p. 177). This shook the Greek world, as the reason for victory was that Thebes had two men genius called Epaminondas and Pelopidas (Kitto, 1951, p. 154).

366BC - 360BC: Satrap's Revolt
From the King’s Peace spartan had the clause that they would help to Persia, but it was not until the Satraps Revolt that the Spartans to did anything that was actively anti-Persian (Hornblower, 2002, p. 235). Some modern scholars share the opion of Didorus that although the Athenians aided the Egyptians in the revolt the Athenians were no more than a volunteer for battle and not publically (Tod & Austin, 1944, p. 98). 

362BC: Battle of Mantineia II
After the assassination of Jason in 370 BC the threat from Thessaly disappeared which caused the once enemies Athens and Spartans to join together in the famous battle of Mantinea in the Peloponnese (Martin, 1996, p. 177). In 362 BC Epaminondas overwhelmed the united Spartan and Athenian forces at Mantinea, which was between Corinth and Sparta (Leveque, 1994, p. 98). Xenophon summed up the situation after the battle as it was suspected that the ‘…winners of this battle would be Greece’s ruler and the loser’s their subjects…’ (Hellenica, 7.5.26-27). However, this was not the case ‘there was only more confusion and disturbance in Greece after it than before,’ (Xenophon, Hellenica, 7.5.26-27). 

357BC - 346BC: Third Sacred War
The war originated in Thebes when they attempted to humiliate the Phocis by having the Delphic Amphictyony in 357 BC for cultivating sacred land (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, pp. 260-261). Philip II ended the third Sacred War in 346 BC personally not as the race of Macedonians or ethos (Hornblower, 2002, p. 94).

338BC: Battle of Chaeronea
Philip II of Macedon was victorious against the Thebans, Athenians and their allies at Chaeronea, located in Boeotia which ended the Greek separate autonomous states (Leveque, 1994, p. 126). The defeated Greek states however retained their internal freedom but were required to join the League of Corinth, an alliance un Philip II’s leadership (Martin, 1996, p. 190).

338BC - 322BC: League of Corinth
After Philip II had achieved victory in the battle of Chaeronea, it lead to him forming the League of Corinth, whose forces of Greeks and Macedonians he planned to use against Persia in revenge (Martin, 1996, p. 174). The league of Corinth was dissolved in 322 BC and with it the fictional idea that Greeks were allies of Macedon not subjects, as a result of the Lamian War, 323-322 BC (Pomeroy, et al., 2004, p. 297).
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