Support for the course work
You are designing an individual research proposal which includes a 
· 15 minute presentation of your proposal 
· an accompanying UWTSD ethics form.
· Reference list linked to presentation and ethics form
First of all, choose one area of interest from the four choices below
1. What evidence is there to support the importance of outdoor play for young children’s Development?
2.  How to incorporate effective digital technology within young children’s play?
3. Why reading with children from a young age is beneficial for language and social and emotional Development?
4. Exploring the strategies used to support Young children with ALN within early years settings: Are they effective?
Guidance
Once you have chosen one of the above you will need to read books and journal articles (ebooks, e-online journal articles) so you can consider the key ideas and research relating to the area of interest.  
Then make notes and consider:-
· What do the authors of articles you have read suggest are the benefits or challenges in terms of the area of interest?
· What evidence is there to support ideas? How did they find out what they know? Did they undertake primary research such as observations interviews and so on?
· When reading the books and articles consider what type of focused primary research you want to propose to do in your area of interest?

· Then after considering the type of primary research you would like to do, you need to outline how you would do it.
· What would your methodology include- observations, interviews, focus groups, questionnaires? 
· Why would you choose these approaches? Why do they suit your research idea? What might be there limitations? Would you consider using more than one method in order to support triangulation? 
· Who would be involved in the research ? Are you planning to sample a group of parents or practitioners, group of settings, children in a particular age group. Try to justify the sample.
· You could also consider good practice, such as piloting your research before doing it for real.
· You can also consider briefly in your presentation ethical issues such as do no harm, consent, and confidentiality.

Having done the above you will then be able to complete the UWTSD ethics form (which we will go through together). The ethics from will be filled in based on your personal research plan. The form will ask you to demonstrate the aim and objectives of your primary research as well as outline methodology. You will also need to consider in the form the risk to participants in the research and how you intend to lower these.
· The 15 minute oral presentation will be presented on Teams to the tutor.
· The ethics form and reference list linked to your presentation and ethics from will be submitted on Turnitin. 

Plan for 15 minutes presentation  
	Content
	Approximate timing

	Introduce yourself and the research area you have chosen.

	10-20 seconds
I am Victoria Alonzi. My student number is 2004173. The research area that I have chosen to talk about today is the importance of outdoor play for young children’s development. 

	Abstract
Present an abstract of what you will present- This is a summary of your whole presentation- 
The key points and messages of what you will explore in more depth during your presentation
	30 seconds – 1 minute
I will be talking about the importance of outdoor play for young children’s development in primary schools and in flying starts. 

	Literature Review
Discuss the reading you have done linked to your research choice.  
Consider the key ideas and research relating to the area of interest. 
What do the authors of articles you have read suggest are the benefits or challenges in terms of the area of interest?
What evidence is there to support their ideas? How did they find out? Did they undertake primary research such as observations interviews and so on?
Finish this section by noting the type of focused primary research you might want to do. Suggest a reserch question for example,
Due to the research highlighting the benefits of  the outdoor environment for developing children’s gross-motor skills I propose an observational study comparing children’s gross motor movement during  inside and outside play in local early year settings.
	5-7minutes
Fathi & Ibrahim (2016) underlines the importance of outdoor play to young children in primary schools and in flying starts. They state that outdoor play is a natural way for children and young people to become physically active. They found out their information by interviewing 15 childcare practitioners. According to the Welsh Government, they say that outdoor play is important as it supports children’s physical, cognitive, emotional, language and social skills development (Welsh Assembly Government, No Date, p. 2). The welsh government did a case study on the subject. White (2011) suggest that outdoor play gives children and young people the opportunity to be creative and able to take risks. Wainwright (2021) says outdoor environment is very well suited to meeting young children’s needs for all types of play and helps build a first-hand experience, they found out this information by doing a study. Bento & Dias (2017) suggests children and young people can develop their gross motor skills when outdoors and allows them to experiment physically. The method used for this was an observation of 14 children who are aged between 15 to 36 months. Smith (2012) say that outdoor play helps build their self-confidence and they can find out what their bodies are capable of and how to take risks, for example, running, jumping, climbing, and balancing. Outdoor play offers opportunities to develop large movement, for example gross motor skills and core muscles. They used primary research to get this information, they carried out observations in schools. Evidence from Ouvry & Furtado (2020) says These movements can not be made in an indoor learning environment. 

	Methodology
What would your methodology include- observations, interviews, focus groups, questionnaires? 
Why would you choose these approaches? Why do they suit your research idea? What might be there limitations? Would you consider using more than one method in order to support triangulation? 
Who would be involved in the research ? Are you planning to sample a group of parents or practitioners, group of settings, children in a particular age group? Try to justify the sample.
You could also consider good practice, such as piloting your research before doing it for real.
You can also consider briefly in your presentation ethical issues such as do no harm, consent, and confidentiality.
	Approx. 7 minutes
The first method that was chosen is the methodology that is being used in the research project is observations of children playing outdoors to see if it supports children and young people’s development and interviews with practitioners for them to share ideas with the researcher. 
The approach was chosen as observing children is useful as it helps practitioners build greater understanding of how young children grow and develop in all areas of their developmental and observations suit the important of outdoor play to children and young people’s development as it allows the researcher to get the best results that they need. Interviews were also chosen as it’s the best way to get childcare practitioners views. 
20-30 children who are 3-4 years old and 2-5 practitioners who are over 18 will be involved in the research.
Before the researcher carries out their research, they need to be aware of the settings policy and procedures and will have to have a up to date DBS. When giving out letters of consent to the children and practitioners for the observations and interviews, the researcher will explain to them that the confidentiality may have to be breached if they see that the standards are not being met, for example there is a safeguarding issue 
The data from the observations will be stored and kept for up to 3 years on the computer of the University. The computer will have a password to protect it and it will be linked to the university’s safe storage so that the data is protected. After 3 years the data will be deleted from the system. 


	Conclusion- brief summing up
Thank you for listening. I hope you can consider this proposal to support our understanding of the implications of outdoor play for gross motor skills development.

	10-20 seconds
Thank you for listening to my presentations. I hope you will consider my proposal to support the importance of outdoor play for young children’s development in primary schools and in flying starts. 










