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Appraisal of an Essay on the Effect of the Media on the Growth of the United States of America’s Youth Culture.
	This is an appraisal of the essay, American History: “How did the media contribute to the growth of a youth culture in the United States during the 1950s?” This appraisal examines the strengths and weaknesses of the essay and recommend an appropriate grade.
	Written on the influence of the media on the emerging youth culture of the USA in the 1950s, American History allegedly assesses what the effect that different forms of media—many which were then recent inventions—had during the inception of the above section of society, but the point that the author argues for is unclear and remains vague throughout. The document has no clear introduction and only declares its purpose near the end of the first paragraph, giving it the feel of entering the second paragraph from the first via the Introduction. This is repeated in the conclusion, which combines the final paragraph with the conclusion and contributes additional information that would have added to the main text of the assignment. Further reducing clarity within the piece, throughout the essay numerous mistakes roam throughout: Grammar errors and no citation for three separate quotes are foremost among these, while footnote 3 does not cite the publisher in the article’s own Bibliography correctly and footnote 4 references material completely absent from the Bibliography.[endnoteRef:1]  Faults such as these can be identified with proofreading, which does not appear to have occurred. [1:  AMERICAN HISTORY, Essay Two: “How did the media contribute to the growth of a youth culture in the United States during the 1950s?” pp. 3, 4 & 7.; AMERICAN HISTORY, p. 1] 

	The sources used in the essay are mainly contemporary to the era or within a few decades of it, with only three are from the last thirty years (the most recent was published in 2007). The material used in the essay is certainly informative and raises many good points on the representation of youth culture in newspapers and cinema.[endnoteRef:2] However, not all of the content is relevant to the topic, as also when discussing the education system in the USA at the time.[endnoteRef:3] It also suffers from flaws in how the information is laid out; when discussing the television in the context of the essay, the author has chosen to place the technical information at the start which, while noteworthy, does nothing to establish the relevance of the media format to the reader.[endnoteRef:4] This vein of irrelevant repetition persists; paragraph 3, p. 2-3 does little but to introduce a discussion of the significance of the television, which is discussed more concisely in the successive paragraph of the essay. [2:  AMERICAN HISTORY, p. 1]  [3:  AMERICAN HISTORY, p. 2]  [4:  AMERICAN HISTORY, p.3] 

	To summarize, the essay had a good selection of source material for the subject, but the potential was not realized due to the absence of any coherent structure and presence of irrelevant (albeit interesting) waffle and unnecessary repetition, both of information and specific words[endnoteRef:5]. The argument is not apparent, nor is there much evidence of an analytical approach. Referencing for the most part is acceptable, but consists of two major errors (footnotes 3 & 4), while critical engagement is not self-evident. Adherence to the guidelines and readability, coherence and written style sadly follow in this fashion. [5:  “Rock ‘n’ Roll” features 15 times and “Television” 32 times.] 
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