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Cardigan presents itself as a quiet, unhurried country town. However, there is evidence of a prestigious past littered with historical vestiges. The remains of a famous castle and stately homes scattered in the locality that prospered from the previously, thriving port. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]An example of this is Rhosygilwen mansion, a Grade II listed building, situated in rural village of Rhoshill, Cilgerran (CADW, 1994). 
In 1885, Architect George Morgan designed its complete re-build for Reverend Colby, in the domestic Gothic revival style (CADW, 1994).
Presumably sited in an East facing aspect for religious purposes, the front of the building gains the morning sun to its two and a half storey elevation. The service wing is situated facing North, near the courtyard, and the frontal approach is via a long, pillared, driveway that circles the fountain at the front (Serbin, 2018).
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Figure 1: OS map ( Passinc Ltd, 2020)
Contrastingly, Castle Green, a Grade II* listed villa, is elevated within the castle walls of Cardigan. Built upon the existing keep’s foundations, it incorporates a 13th Century round Tower to the rear, facing North, accessed from the town through pillared gates in the West wall (Johnson, 2020).
Partly built by John Bowen in 1808, the front rooms and façade was completed at the end of the Georgian period, in 1827, by the Architect, David Evans (Steele, 2009).
Castle Green differs in its position to Rhosygilwen. In a South facing aspect, it benefits from optimum sunlight throughout the day, yet the ground level exposes the site to prevailing winds.
Both buildings are built on existing sites of previous dwellings.
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 Devastated by fire to its upper floors in 1985, Rhosygilwen was later renovated (CADW 1994), yet no official plans are available to view. (sketched floor plans and section, figure 4,5,6,7).
Twin gabled roofs occupy the main house (JTC roofing, nd), wide masonry walls and deep window recesses are evident. Room heights are over 3.5 metres, proportional to its length. 
 The entrance porch, the Adams style drawing room (lounge) are joined in one, long, open planned space and the hall runs parallel along its length (CADW 1994).
There are four principal ground floor rooms, the South facing breakfast room has the best position for sunlight during the day. Unusually, there is no dining room, the morning room may have been their primary dining area.
The 7-meter-long cellar, with barrel vaulted ceilings, (Chudley, 2020, p.434,435,438) is located under the main stairs.
 All rooms are accessed from the main hall for ease of convenience, the functionality of the long corridor reflects this on the first floor.
The servant's rooms were smaller in size and occupied the North wing and the attic space (Parr, 2020).
Castle Green’s layout differs to Rhosygilwen (floor plans and section, Figure 8,9,10,11). It is a series of staggered, ‘add on’ rooms, in the old, back part of the house with a cellar below. With the newer, symmetrical, spacious rooms on both floors, occupying the front. 
 The floor plans show wide external masonry walls with no cavities, and single course to the internal walls. 
Unlike Rhosygilwen, Castle Green has a long reception hall that divides each room for privacy.  The exterior implies symmetry yet the hallway is slightly offset, preserving the medieval foundations positioned beneath both walls of the hall. (Johnson, 2020).
Marble fireplaces are featured in each room, the exterior elevation show chimneys positioned on the older part of the house. Enquiries revealed, there are angled shafts within the walls feeding parged flues to the stacks (Johnson, 2020).
Thick circular, exterior masonry walls dominate the lower part of the North tower, narrower on the upper floor. The rooms are square on the inside due to buttress foundations, believed to be one of the earliest examples of this building technology being used in this country (Cardigan Castle, 2020). Beneath, original cellars also run under the East wing, used to store food and coal, similar to Rhosygilwen. 
The ceiling heights of the front part are approximately 3.35meters, unusually high for a small villa. (Johnson, 2020). 
Rhosygilwen is built from local Cilgerran stone and slate (CADW, 1994) and dressed in Bath stone for ease of cutting, its golden colour, aesthetically pleasing (Knapper, 2013). 
 The ornately carved staircase at the back of the house and a large, stained-glass stair light on the half landing, miraculously survived the fire (CADW, 1994). The position of these features and the carved, dark wood wall panelling in the main rooms and above the large stone fireplace, strongly suggest early Renaissance (Jacobean) style, opposed to Gothic. 
[image: ] [image: ]  [image: ][image: ]
Photos 1, 2 ,3 of Rhosygilwen stairs, window, panelled fireplace and tiles (Jaycie Corbett, 2020).
Patterned, ceramic Victorian tiles and picture rails can be seen throughout, adding to the mixes of styles (Jackfield Conservation studio, nd), the walls and ceilings are finished with lime plaster (CADW, 1994).
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Castle Green underwent restoration work in 2011, and opened as a heritage attraction in 2015 (Cardigan Castle, nd). Exterior is finished with Stucco render and the interior is lime plastered with delicate cornice and ceiling roses in the reception rooms (Design Commission for Wales, nd). 
Replica of the 1920’s intricate bird wallpaper using ‘wet on wet’ drum process, can be seen in the lady’s bedroom (Design Commission for Wales, nd).
There is an apsed staircase at the end of the hall with large, delicate, Gothic style interlaced tracery window situated on the curve of the stair (CADW, 1991).  
Grand staircases and stair windows are prominent features in both dwellings.
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The present owners of Rhosygilwen, are known to spend their time in the morning room where there is ample solar gain (Parr, 2020).
 The cellar is used for storage and the service quarters, to the North of the house, is still used in this way. Nothing has changed in the way the house functions (Parr,2020). 
Castle Green also had service quarters in the North wing and extended to the East and cellars. The isolated position of the family library, beyond the service rooms was unconventional for that era (Johnson, 2020). 
The nursery was situated in the North tower, away from the main house, common in Georgian society (Lathan, 2016).
The Master bedroom and the Lady’s room shared a passage on to the veranda over the front porch and could be segregated from the rest of the house, an unusual formal arrangement for a modest house in Cardigan (Johnson, 2020).
These areas are now public zones, with holiday accommodation in the East wing. The cellars are not accessible to the public due to safety (Cardigan Castle, nd).

I conclude that both buildings are aesthetically distinctive, Rhosygilwen, has a dark, heavy, cumbersome design whereas Castle Green has lighter, refined and delicate characteristics. Nonetheless, the layout and function of both houses are similar, with the principal rooms at the front, service quarters utilizing the rear of the buildings and predominantly in the North parts. 
Both exterior and interior design reflected personal taste and high fashion of the era, a mixture of tastes or hybrid of designs was acceptable. Both are highly decorated with covings and panelling and each flaunted their wealth and sophistication, with each room serving a purpose depending on the time of day. 
They did not adhere to a specific design, authenticating a building, therefore, can be problematic. The restoration of both dwellings, has reflected our local history and educates us on both eras.
Sadly, it was a challenge to find a local dwelling that predates Georgian era that has not been renovated to beyond recognition or demolished. Preservation of early 21st Century buildings need prioritising as they too will be lost in the same way.
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Sketched and labelled by Jaycie Corbett, November 2020
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[image: ]  Figure 7, Drawn and labelled by Jaycie Corbett, November 2020.
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Figure 11, Drawn and labelled by Jaycie Corbett, November 2020.
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Figure 6: Sketched Cellar plan at Rhos;
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Figure 10: Cellar (Johnson, 2020’
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Figure 1: OS map showing the position of Rhosygliwen and outbuildings (highlighted in red)
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Figure.9: First floor plan (Johnson, 2020)
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Figure 5: Sketched first floor plan of Rhosygilwen
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Figure 15 Castle Green, Grade IT* Listed building Cardigan Castle grounds (Johnson.nd)
Labelled by author, Jaycie Corbett
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Figure 16, North Tower of Castle Green, Cardigan castle Grounds (Johnson, nd)
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Drawings A : On site sketches at Rhosygilwen
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Figure 11: Section B-B North tower of Castle Green
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Figure 4: Sketched Ground floor plan of Rhosygilwen
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Figure 2: A map of Norman Castle at Cardigan showing the Figure 3: Image showing Castle Green in present day within the
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Figure 12, Rhosygilwen mansion, Grade II listed building. Rhoshill, Cilgerran (Baker. nd)
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Drawings B: On site sketches at Castle Green
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